The following is a message given to the Penang Assembly Combined Youth Leaders and Young Adults Meeting held on 14th May, 2005 at Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall

Know Our Roots and Know Our Role Models
K. C Ung

Texts:

Rom. 15:4 – For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.

Heb. 13:7, NIV – Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome.

I Cor. 11:1 - Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ;
Intro. : Coad in his History of the Brethren Movement speaks of the FOUR FREEDOMS of the 
“Brethren”, viz.

· The Freedom of THE WORD OF GOD in my THINKING.

· The Freedom of THE LORD CHRIST in my LIVING.

· The Freedom of THE HOLY SPIRIT in my WORSHIP AND SERVICE.

· The Freedom of THE WHOLE BODY OF CHRIST in my FELLOWSHIP.

There were three major Distinctives that characterised this Movement in the early days in the early 19th century, viz. 
· Scripture.

· Spirit-led Spontaneity.

· Simplicity.

I. The Pioneering Days [1820-1855] – Know Our Roots 

A. Moving Out of the established churches to Return to…


[In the 1820’s,Clergymen, lawyers, dentists, doctors, educationists, other professionals, farmers, 
tradesmen,
labourers, as well as businessmen and noblemen and noblewomen left the established 
and dissenting churches in large numbers in order to return to …]
1. Scripture, believing that the Bible was available for all. They returned…
a. To its Precepts and Principles
- The Bible alone is the “Constitution” of the Church.


   It is to be interpreted literally unless the sense indicates otherwise.
b. To its Perspective and Practices
- No human traditions and regulations for God’s Commandments



  No Ordination for Ministry; no Clergy and laity.

c. To its Prophetical Predictions
- The distinctive Calling, Course and Consummation of Israel, 



   Gentiles and the Church to be Clearly Comprehended

2. Simplicity of …

a. The Communion of Commemoration: the Table with only bread and only wine.


It is a Commemoration and a Celebration, a Remembrance that leads to a Reverence of Christ.


It is known as the Breaking of Bread, The Lord’s Supper, the Remembrance Feast, the Communion.

b. The Christian Community - Christ is the Gathering Centre and He is the Head of all Churches giving Independence to each with Inter-fellowship among all. As such, it is undenominational and does not have a membership.

c. The Concept of the Church - an Assembly and a Body (not a Building), an Organism (not an Organisation), of Christians, saints, brethren, and believers with an Oversight and Diaconate to Shepherd and Serve the Sheep. 

3. Spirit-led Spontaneity.

a. Meetings are orderly with no Rituals and Rites but Simple, Spontaneous and Spirit-led. 


No Man-programmed Meetings but “Ministry from among ourselves” as the Spirit Ministers to the 
Men.

b. Missionaries are sent out by the Spirit - No Mission Board to Control cf. role of Mission Agency.



 - No Paid (Salaried) workers and no Plea (appeal) for funds,



   but just Prayer to God, their Master, Provider and Protector.

B. Moving In to meet in the assembling of His People to Practise the Principles

Various groups from all over were formed simultaneously and spontaneously without even their 
conscious awareness of existing groups until much later. 
1. Many names were remembered, still many unrecorded.

a. James Buchanan and 5 others met in Camowen Green in Northern Ireland in 1807 “to break bread” and later Buchanan met with other small groups in New York, U.S.A.

b. Duncan Mathieson, Donald Ross, John Smith, Donald Mumro met with others in the north of Scotland.

c. Three separate groups met in Dublin, Ireland, from around 1825 onwards, each initially unaware of the others’ existence but joined forces later – Edward Cronin, the Misses Drury, Edward Wilson, Mr. Tims in Cronin’s house in Lower Pembroke Street, 

d. J. G. Bellet, Francis Hutchinson, Anthony Norris Groves, John Nelson Darby and Edward Cronin in Hutchinson’s house in Fitzwilliam Square; and W. Collingwood, another brother and two sisters, J.V. Parnell (Lord Congleton) and William Stokes in Aungier Street.

e. In southwest England a group comprising B. W. Newton, J. N. Darby, G. V. Wigram and Captain P.F. Hall met in Plymouth, whilst George Muller and Henry Craik and another small group met in Bristol, and Robert Chapman and Robert Gribble met with groups in Barnstaple.

f. In Geneva & Vaud, Switzerland, and Neuchatel & Lyons in France, in Guiana in the West Indies (Leonard Strong and others) other groups began meeting for “breaking of bread” to remember the Lord in simplicity

g. From 1827 onwards the Lord used four men to enunciate concrete, Scripture-based teachings which became distinctive doctrines and practices of the newly-emerging assemblies of brethren. These four men were Anthony Norris Groves, George Muller, Henry Craik and John Nelson Darby.
2. 1831 – Conference at Plymouth and the moniker “Plymouth Brethren” which was never accepted.

3. Leaders took time off for Retreats to Research and Rediscover the Scriptures and truths that were once held so dearly but had been lost through the Dark Ages.

4. Prophecy Conferences were also conducted.

II. The Penang Days (1855-1938)

A. Know our Roots – At Farquhar Street, Penang.

1. The Mission Chapel

a. Its Location: 35 Farquhar Street – previously a mission station of the London Missionary Services until the door to China was opened and the missionaries seized the opportunity to go over there. It has been demolished to give way to the widening of Farquhar Street.

b. Its Function: to bear assembly testimony among the immigrant Chinese at that time, and the babas and nonyas of the Straits Settlements, and to give education opportunities to the boys and girls in learning English in the Boys’ and Girls’ Schools that were set up.

2. The Mission House:

a. The Location: 35 Farquhar Street. It is still standing next to the Lim Lean Teng Mansions and

opposite the E & O Annexe.

b. The Centre of Missions: - From Penang to the Peninsula and south to Singapore.


[Extracted from The ECHOS Vol. 4.5 Foreword]

For Penang, it began with Mr. Bausum from Switzerland (1855), Mr. & Mrs. John Chapman from       Bristol, UK (1859), Alexander Grant, previously a Presbyterian, Miss Lucy A. Judd and William MacDonald. The last three were all from UK and came to Penang in 1866. 

Later Miss Emma S. Kidner (UK, 1874), Water S. Blick (NZ, 1898) who married Miss Fanny R. Lloyd     (some in Penang and Butterworth would know her as Mrs. F. Blick), Miss Martha Reeves (NZ, 1898)     and    Miss Marion E. Davies (NZ, 1898) followed. 

Miss Elizabeth Dron (NZ, 1898) who later became Mrs. George Wilson (George who was from UK) followed her husband to Taiping when she married. After them, came Mr. & Mrs. Philip J.Hocquard (1878), Mr. William D. Ashdown and Mr. Edward Eager (both from Greenwich, UK, 1888). During the following years many of the Lord’s workers spent varying periods in Penang. Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Tipson (UK, 1908), Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Hardwidge (UK, 1915 and 1916 respectively), Miss Martha Lindsey (1914) and Mr. & Mrs. Sidney S. Adams (Aust.), Miss Clare Shirtliff (NZ, 1930), Mr. Ernest Brewerton and his wife, Bertha (NZ, 1935), Gordon L. Blair (NZ, 1949), Mr. & Mrs. Albert E. Phillips (UK, 1950), Dr. & Mrs. Don Nichols and Mr. & Mrs. Arnold J. Clarke  (also about this time) besides many others who passed through after staying for a short time. Mr. & Mrs. William Wilson (UK, 1963) were the last foreign missionaries to serve in Penang when the Phillips went on furlough.

c. The Centennial Celebrations of Assembly Testimony in Penang at Burmah Road Hall in 1959.

i. The Belief – It was believed that the Commencement of Assembly Work in Penang started with the arrival of Mr. & Mrs. John  Chapman.
ii. The Basis – The Chapmans who were commended from Bethesda Hall in Bristol, UK arrived in Penang in1859. Thus this was the year commemorated as the start of assembly work in Penang.
d. The Change in 1987

i. The Year - In 1987, new evidence was received from Echoes of Service, Bath that Bausum was in Penang in 1855. Hence, in 1987, it was decided to accept 1855 as the year of the commencement of assembly work in Penang instead of 1859.
ii. The Month - May was selected because it was in May that Farquhar Street Mission House and Chapel moved to Burmah Road Hall, and it was in May 1979 that the 120th Anniversary was celebrated.

B. Know our Role Models – At Burmah Road Hall (1938-1988)

1938 – Farquhar Street Mission Chapel moved to Burmah Road. 1988, its Golden Anniversary.
· Its Name: Burmah Road Hall (BRH) was later changed to Burmah Road Gospel Hall (BRGH) to distinguish it from other “halls”.

· Its Land: The site occupied about 53,000 sq. ft. and it was bought from Mr. Scully. The architects were Mr. Ung Ban Hoe and Mr. Boutcher.

· Its History: The history of BRGH is closely linked with people. They were the ones who made the history not only for Burmah Road Gospel all but also for the daughter-churches that came after it.

1. The Mainstays during the war-years – Yeoh Khiam Heong, Tan Wah Kim, Wilson Wang, and others. All foreign missionaries were interned in Changi Prison in Singapore or had left for home.
2. The Missionaries after the war were Yeoh Khiam Heong, SS Adams, Wilson Wang, A.E. Phillips, Yue Fook Cheong, W. Wilson (last of the foreign missionaries). Those who passed through but stayed for some time in Penang were Dr. D. Nichols, Arnold Clarke, Mrs. F. Blick, etc.
3. The Main Role Models stood out in the history of BRGH (1938-1988) in the following areas: -

a. Personal Development – A. E. Phillips. He introduced the Emmaus Bible Correspondence Course and opened the Christian Book Centre to encourage the reading of good Christian books.
b. Pastoral Care

i. S. S. Adams – was involved in Prison work, Leper work, St. John Ambulance and visits to rural areas and outstation villages.
ii. L. S. Ingram – noted for his personal visits and pastoral care, an exemplary elder.

c. Propagation of the Gospel – 

i. Monthly (2nd Saturday) open-air sand services at Coast Road (Gurney Drive) opposite Zealand Café.

ii. Weekly (Monday night) open-air meetings in Perak Road and Jelutong.

iii. Yearly (Chap Goh Meh, Easter) open-air meetings, Chinese New Year visits to Old People’s Homes.

iv. Others: Round-island tracting; city-wide tracting; village tracting, cross-channel bottle-tracting, house-to-house tracting, hospital tracting, postal tracting (Tract Band); personal tracting; Children’s Open-air Service; TB work (Mrs. IK Cheah); 

d. Public speaking and Teaching – A. E. Phillips: expository and eschatological studies.

e. Pioneering work – Tan Wah Kim and others:


1st. Family Camp (1946); 1st PFS Prayer Group (1947?); 1st Scripture Union (1950); 1st Emmaus Bible 
Correspondence Course (1950); 1st Pan-Malaysian-Singapore Bible Camp (1953); 1st Pan-Malayan 
Short-Term Bible School (1960); 1st Residential Bible School (1972); 1st Assembly Bible Class (1972); 
f. Opening of homes.

i. For School Witness – 27 Free School Road (Tan Wah Kim); Free School Quarters (Tay Hooi Keat)

ii. For Bible Camps – Penang Hill (Mrs. Cheah Inn Kiong))

iii. For Bible Study – 51 Service Road (Fred Phillips); 22 Immigration Road (Wu Cheong Theng)

iv. For Sunday School – 

· 24 Taylor Road and 20A Green Lane (Yap Fook Chong); 

· … Jalan Sir Hussein, Cheeseman Garden (William Tye); 

· 6 Jalan Bulan, Fettes Park (Hooi Yip Hoong); 

· 11 Circular Drive, Fettes Park (Tan Wah Kim); 

· 1 Kampong Java (Ng Swee Sin); 

· … Kampong Musang (Ang Tiang Choon); 

· 8 Jalan Pantai Jejarak (Lim Foo Keong).

v. For Social fellowship, meetings –

· 28 Barrack Road (Wilson Wang); 

· 28 Jalan Pantai Jerjak 6 (Yun Wei Chin)

g. Projects in building and expansion – Tan Wah Kim: 


BRGH Sunday School Annexe (1956); Butterworth Gospel Hall (1959); BRGH Mission House 
(1961); 
Christian Convention Centre (1963); Island Glades Gospel Centre (1970); Butterworth 
Mission House 
(1976); Sungei Nibong Home and Centre (1982). Wah Kim died 31 May, 1983.

Cf. Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre (1984); Sungei Ara Gospel Hall (1988).
h. Exemplary Emulation – Personal to KC Ung: [Extracted from Berita Bethel Vol. 9/2]

i. Albert E. Phillips – Model in Hermeneutics and Homiletics and in all things Biblical.

ii. Sidney S. Adams – Paul and Timothy relationship in mission opportunities.

iii. Mrs. SS. Adams – slow to speak, quick to hear – she is always all ears.

iv. Mrs. Fanny Blick – an epitome of tract evangelism; her advice for participation at the Lord’s Supper: be so prepared to be unprepared.
v. William Wilson – bombastic and stylistic in alliterative and illustrative presentation of sermons. 

vi. L. S. Ingram and wife – The Aquila and Priscilla of BRGH; an example in eldership.

vii. Mrs. Ung Ban Hoe – kneeling posture in prayer; present with praise; passion for souls.

viii. Ung Cheng San – voluminous and vibrant voice that could be heard from Chow Thye Road.

ix. Tan Wah Kim – fierce in front, harsh and hard but with a heart of gold; a visionary missionary.

x. Dorothy Ung – WK’s darling dove, noted for her peerless piano-playing, and her choir and cantata.

xi. Tay Hooi Keat – distinguished in the art of drawing divergent contributions to centre on Christ at the Lord’s Supper and his artistic impressions of the Lord’s Passion during Passion Week.

xii. Cheah Phee Kheng – a peer par excellence in poetry from his mastery of the KJV of the Bible.

xiii. Kang Leng Hong – though elderly, always amiable, active and accommodating; no generation gap.

xiv. Wilson Wang – the assembly international evangelist with his smooth smiling moony face that cracked comic jokes that made people laugh because he first laughed!

C. Know the Relevance of the Past to the Present (1988-2005)


Today, who are your Role Models in the following areas? Specify other areas of Development too.

1. In Evangelistic Expansion and in Pioneering Projects.

2. In Personal Pastoral care and Meaningful Mentoring.

3. In Systematic Studies of the Scriptures and Supervised Service.

4. In Leadership in the Lord’s Work.

5. In other areas you think are necessary for your own personal development. 

Whom can you emulate even as he/she imitates Christ?

