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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defense of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

Life-Long Learning

The Malaysian Chinese Association adopted a motto for their members to achieve not too long ago, viz. Life-Long Learning. Precisely it just means there is no end to learning in life.

I am approaching God’s limitation placed on the average life span on earth (Psa. 90:10) and I have yet to cease learning.

It was especially true for me this last term.

It was learning at three levels, viz. (A) Learning from the Past to shape my Present, (B) Learning from the Present to Prepare for my Prospects and (C) Learning from God’s Precepts to shape my Personality.

A.
Life-long Learning from the Past 

to shape My Present
Some years ago, I offered to write the History of Assembly Testimony in Penang. An elder told me, “Mr. Ung we live in the Present. Who wants to read about the Past?” How wrong he was. Without knowing our Roots and our past Role Models, we would not know their weaknesses to avoid and their strengths to adopt.

This was and still is the very expressed purpose of the Scriptures when it was authored:

Rom. 15:4 – For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.

Heb. 13:7, NIV – Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.
The past three months saw me digging deep into past records in the assembly archives, in books on Church History, in my own journals and photographs to assemble them into various historical documents for me to utilise for my present ministry.

From these past records I was impressed by the “brethren” pioneer missionaries from UK who were on the shores of this lovely island of “Pinang” within a generation of 40 years (1820s to 1855). From here they further reached out to other parts of the Peninsula proceeding south to Singapore, and establishing assemblies on the way.  

My research into these records proved useful when I ministered to the saints at Bangsar Gospel Centre (Jan) and Elim Gospel Hall (Apr.) on the topics “The Spiritual Hinterland of our Heritage” and “The Spiritual Legacy of our Leadership”. They will come in useful again when I conduct two Biblical Assembly Distinctives workshops at Kota Bahru Chapel (April 28-May 1) and Kledang Community Chapel in June 9-12. I shall also be using my research findings at a Penang Combined Meeting of Youths and Young Adults to challenge them to Know their Roots and Role Models of our assembly history on May 14. The climax will be when I report on The Highlights of History at the 150th Anniversary of Penang Assembly Testimony Thanksgiving Service on 28th May when an estimated 900 people are expected to come together in Celebrating Generations of God’s Faithfulness.  In between, I shall be lecturing on Pictures in the Pentateuch (a study on Symbolism and Typology) at the GLO Bible Training School from 16th to 20th May.

Role Models in the past have truly shaped my present personality and ministry even as I followed them as they imitated Christ. (I Cor. 11:1). They set out the models for my ministry and synthesized their strengths together for me to follow. Let me illustrate.

Albert E. Phillips set the highest standard of expository and prophetic teaching and preaching I have ever come across. Incidentally his preaching led me to the Lord when he first set foot in Penang on 17th Sep. 1950. He introduced and guided me to become the first student in Malaya to complete 24 Emmaus Bible Correspondence Courses to merit a certificate from Toronto. He had always been my model in Hermeneutics and Homiletics.

 Sidney S. Adams seized every opportunity to evangelize. He was involved in leprosy work in Pulau Jerejak. He exploited his connections, when imprisoned in Changi, to open doors for him to do prison work in Penang. He was an officer in St. John’s Ambulance to reach out to the members of this uniform unit. He ventured into small villages and we worked together for many years in Butterworth.

Mrs. Adams, remembered for her quiet nature and personal concern for individuals. She did not talk much but she was all ears to a person’s problems.

Fanny Blick was the epitome of tracting as she waited in her trishaw (she walked with a limp) at the school gate during school dismissal hours to distribute tracts to the students. She, it was who advised me not to prepare my contribution at the Lord’s Supper in black and white, but to allow the Spirit to lead me spontaneously. However, I must be so prepared to be unprepared so that the Spirit could really lead.

William Wilson introduced me to his alliterative style of sermon Presentation that I Progressively developed over a Period of years until it is Part and Parcel of my own Personal Preparation and Present Preaching style today.

There were also the local leaders who exercised much influence on my personal spiritual progress.

L. S. Ingram and his wife were a sight to behold as they walked long distances under the hot sun with just their umbrellas overhead to shade his shining pate in particular, or sitting in trishaws to visit and encourage assembly members. Ingram was not known for his pulpit ministry but noted for his personal pastoral care and concern for the sheep - an elder whose life spoke louder than words.

Mrs. Ung Ban Hoe, without fail, would drop to her knees at her pew seat whenever any brother stood up to pray or give thanks in the assembly. It would be a wonder to find her missing from any assembly meeting. Her singular singing unmistakably would spell out her presence. I ought to know, she was my godmother. [Incidentally her husband was the architect of Burmah Road Hall, now acknowledged as a Heritage building by the authorities.]

Ung Cheng San, her father-in-law, with his loud bass singing could be heard at Chow Thye Road as one turned into the hall precincts - I was told. I had been teased that I took after my grandfather but I hardly knew him. He left for home to be with his Lord too early for me to be really acquainted with him.

Tan Wah Kim, fearsome at the front, but with a heart of gold and an eye that saw what people often could not see. He was responsible for all the building projects between the 50’s and 80’s in Penang. He tirelessly conceived, took charge of and completed each project almost single-handedly. He was a visionary missionary. I had been criticised by him straight to the face sometimes without much diplomacy. Today I owe much of my ministerial development to him because I treated his every harsh criticism as a hard challenge for me to be better.

Dorothy Ung, Wah Kim’s wife, used her God-given gift in music to harness the assembly’s musical talents to such high standards that they were featured over Radio Penang and the choir was always a special Christmas attraction to bring in the crowd. Her name is now perpetuated in my daughter, her niece. Dorothy and Wah Kim were darling doves on a life-long date. When she was suddenly called home to glory, her husband lost the zest for living and followed suit within six months.

Datuk Tay Hooi Keat had the art of drawing divergent contributions at the Lord’s Supper to centre them again on the Remembrance of the Lord. He often threw fresh light for my struggling thoughts to focus anew on the multifold facets of the Lord’s beauty, and what a glory! His art in this exercise is very much missed today, though he had generously left behind a few of his art pieces in the BRGH Mission House.

Cheah Phee Keng was a poet par excellence ever praising His Lord with spontaneous verse. His expression of worship was a delight not only to my ears, but I am sure, to the Lord’s heart as well. What I can compose today is but a poor comparison to his accomplished mastery of the English language he acquired through the frequent reading of and quoting from the King James Version of the Bible.

Kang Leng Hong was from the Chinese assembly. Though I was a young man then, and he elderly, to me, he was ever amiable, active and always accommodating. We met in open-air meetings, in Butterworth, Pulau Jerejak, etc.  He was an exemplary elder and his daughter, Mrs. Wu Cheong Theng, has taken after him.

Wilson Wang was the assembly international evangelist. Through his preaching many came to know the Lord. Though I would not fully agree with some of his approaches, his moon-like ever-smiling face and open home at 28 Barrack Road always encouraged me.

Space will not allow me to discuss more. Just as there are Role Models for good, there are those for bad whom I have told myself not to emulate in my growing years.

These were two elders – one from the English- and the other from the Chinese-speaking assembly. No, I must never emulate the one’s idea of equating Christianity with westernization, and the other with his Chinese-y outlook of a man being always the lord of his household, and translating this in his charge over the Lord’s heritage.

So has Past History a Role in the Present? 

I must admit that I am a Present Product of the Past. Now we must go on from here.

B.    Life-long Learning from the Present 

        to shape My Prospective Ministry

For senior citizens like me, the rate of new discoveries and inventions today is too rapid. Can we ever catch up? Once a skill is mastered, one falls many paces behind. Is there an end to learning?

These days see me grappling best as I can with modern technology. Each day dawns with a challenge to understand the numerous acronyms thrown around among techno-geeks in a lingo of their own. I thought emailing was the vogue of fast communication, but now SMS is the in-thing. Initially, I detested it as I suffered from cramped fingers trying to keep pace with their rapid responses, being new to my outdated tool and with faculties no more youthful.

Fortunately they could not MSM me.

However, what some could not do by phone, they did by email attachments, sending my senses into cyber space as I lost touch of time trying to download the bulky mB of pictorial and graphic contents with my dial-up modem. On top of it, spam and virus attacks joined the procession. But I learned. I raised my firewall; I put up my virus shield and I blocked some unwanted senders. Today without the PC, I would find myself paralysed in my ministry despite the risks that come with its use. Its copying, cutting and pasting features make my life ever so much easier.

Nowadays, digital photography seems to be ubiquitous. For me, it has proved useful, as I archive pictorial records of missionaries and their work, to be used later in The ECHOS, the bimonthly mission prayer bulletin that I edit. I thank all who have been considerate in reducing the resolution of the pictures in JPEG format before sending these photos to me. Others send me brochures of their meetings and conferences by compressing them. However, I learned that this was of no help. I had received zipped files of 2-3mB. Yes, I learned and it was painful learning for me then.

Then there is this learning in posting contents on a web page. A dear brother whom I have not contacted for almost a generation suddenly surfaced in my email communication. He was deploring the shallow pulpit “servings” he and some of his friends (former BRGH members) were receiving in various churches abroad and longed for the rich treasured teachings of the early missionaries and local believers at BRGH. He persuaded me to disseminate my studies further afield for the benefit of those who yearn for such teaching. 

Thus, in March this year, I commenced another learning process in a completely new field of ministry. My beloved brother in Christ from the other end of the earth hosted a website for me, inviting me to post my studies there.

 

A visit to the home page now would find links to …

· A Personal Biodata: for those who know not me;

· Berita Bethel: from the very first issue;

· My Speaker’s Rosters for 2005 and 2006;

· Chinese New Year Animal Studies: e.g. The Year of the Ram, The Year of the Rooster, etc.

· History: of assemblies I was involved with;

· Loaves and Fishes: as used by the Lord for the blessing of more than 5000 men at one time; likewise, my sermon studies are posted here;

· Ruminations: meditations for the Lord’s Supper to help believers prepare themselves to Remember the Lord. These are updated every week. They can also be used as topical sermon outlines.
· Coming Events: a bulletin of coming conferences, meetings, etc. in assemblies in Malaysia.

· For those interested, the URL is 
    http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com
C. 
Life-Long Learning from God’s Precepts

to shape my Personality

The Bible advocates a Life-Long Learning Process in Christian Living in the following areas:

1. Life-Long Learning to Die Daily. I Cor. 15:31
2. Life-Long Learning to Magnify Christ in my Body. Phil. 1:20. 

3. Life-Long Learning to know Christ Personally. Phil 3:10
I was reminded of the above maxims during the Penang Easter Conference when Mr. Lian Mung Yee spoke on the above matter. Even at my age I was learning from a younger fellow-worker. There is indeed no end to learning. This morning I was ruminating on Matt. 21:16 - Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise. There is no end to learning, and from whom one can learn.

As I conclude, (frankly I would like to develop more on the above if not for space constraints) I thank you again for your prayer and practical fellowship – for the opportunities to learn from you and from one anonymous BRGH “HSBC” believer from whom I have learned so much what faithful fellowship is. Thank you

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I shall be each week (DV). I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have so consistently and faithfully upheld my wife and me before the Lord. Thank You.

	When, Where and What I shall be Speaking on 

	When
	Where
	What

	2005
	
	

	28 April to

01 May (pm)


	Kota Bahru Gospel Chapel
	Workshop on Biblical Assembly Distinctives (B.A.D.)

	08 May
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Mother’s Day – Pt I: Responsibilities of a Mother

	14 May
	SNGH – Pg. Combined Youth Meeting
	Know Your Roots and Know Your Role Models.

	15 May
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall


	Mother’s Day – Pt II: Rights of a Mother

	16-20 May
	GLO Training School, Taiping
	Pictures in the Pentateuch –

A Study of Symbolism, Typology and Eschatology

	22 May


	Butterworth Gospel Hall
	Assembly Testimony in Butterworth – Pt. 1

	28 May
	Sri Tanjung Club - 150th Anniversary of Assembly Testimony in Penang
	Historical Highlights of Assembly Testimony in Penang

	29 May
	Butterworth Gospel Hall


	Assembly Testimony in Butterworth – Pt. II

	05 June
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre


	Parable of the Ten Virgins – Mt. 25:1-13

	09-12 June
	Kledang Community Chapel
	Workshop on Biblical Assembly Distinctives 



	12 June
	Kledang Community Chapel


	The Year of the Rooster

	19 June
	Island Glades Gospel Centre
	Father’s Day: Like Father Like Son



	26 June(a.m.)
	BRGH - Stepping down for Mr. John Tan


	Free

	26 June(p.m.)
	Mission Night


	Mission Report from Mr. John Tan

	14-17 July

(Rest month)
	Assembly Fellowship Camp in Phuket, Thailand.
	The Rose and the Lily, and the Apple Tree from Solomon’s Song of Songs.


The following are regular meetings where I am teaching or involved in as well:

Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday – Regional Bible Class at Burmah Road Gospel Hall

Every 1st and 3rd Sunday – Penang Assemblies Bible Class at Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall

Every 4th Sunday of an even month – Mission Night at Burmah Road Gospel Hall
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