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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

The last time I wrote was on 10 August, 2018.   It is almost a year and much water has flowed under the bridge of time. Its journey downstream (or should it be upstream?) has taken me, my loved ones and my fellow-labourers around sunken boulders, through broken branches, down waterfalls, manoeuvring and meandering its way around obstacles in-built or thrown-in on the way, but ever persistently makings its way doggedly to its God-destined goal.
Health and Healing

It was indeed a wonder how Yahweh Raphah revealed Himself to me and accompanied me in the many health consultations during the period I was away from you to attend to the infirmities of my flesh.
On 31.10.18 I saw an ENT surgeon regarding the loss of my voice resulting in hoarseness whenever I attended or spoke at meetings but would recover at home. My voice would become hoarse towards the end of a half-hour message. Reason? I am allergic to air-condition conditions and still am. I now wear a muffler when speaking under such conditions.
On 08.11.18 I had to consult an orthopaedic surgeon regarding a bursa swelling clogged with blood at my elbow due to a fall one night in July. The clogged blood is still there and can be painful when resting my elbows on the table while preparing my studies. Surgery would not guarantee its removal.
On 15.11.18 an ophthalmologist attended to my dry eyes. I have been suffering from it for years already and still have to use eye-drops three times a day. I should not be at my PC too long! My preparation for my ministry is thus affected.  I cannot even read my Bible for a prolonged period.
On Christmas eve, 2018 I had to see my cardiologist for my regular review.  At the end of last April, after my New Zealand trip (see below) I saw him again and was advised to have an angiogram, and if needs be, an angioplasty on 8th May, 2019. I was warded in the hospital two days for that.
Today is the second “rest” day (11 May) after the 
heart procedures. By the Lord’s grace, though there are a few arteries partially blogged, the heart can still maintain a 90% flow of blood through the existing stent and all other arteries. Hence, there was no necessity for angioplasty – the Lord be praised for that!  However, the symptoms of breathlessness and heart palpitations on sudden exertions seem to be there still. It is possible that they are caused by my problem of bloating and reflux experienced since last year.  
In short, to avoid aggravating the above, I need to slow down, take care of my diet (gluten-free) and reduce my stress, the chief culprit. Thus I have been advised to cut down on my speaking and writing engagements! My family members worry that this may just be advice not different from water dropping on duck’s feathers!
Heavenly Home Above

As I continue this journey of time upwards, some of my contemporaries and comrades in arms have gone before me and are now resting from their labours in the arms of Jesus during this period.
I missed Ang Teik Kee and Daniel Lee See Yiam called home last year.  They were with me at Butterworth Gospel Hall when I served in the Sunday School there in the early 50’s. Then the brother who introduced and challenged me to a ministry of missions, Ernest Poon left for home on 28th Dec.  Dr. Tay Lee Inn, the son of Datuk Tay Hooi Keat from Burmah Road Gospel Hall joined his parents and siblings in the heavenly mansions in March.  This was followed by the early pioneer of the work in Butterworth, Chang Hon Liong, on the third of last month. He was my teaching colleague and comrade in leading the Bible classes in Penang and in the Sunday School at Butterworth. Finally two sisters in the Lord, 94-year-old Mrs. Ruth Ingram Daniel Jevaraj and Mong Swee Kam left for home on the same Monday morning (22.04.19) to be with their beloved Lord. 
Home Away From Home
Last year, my wife and I had a life-long wish fulfilled when we were given the opportunity to travel to England and Europe that we had never been to before on June 19 to July 19, 2018.
This year we had another opportunity to have another life-long wish fulfilled. We were able to go on a tour of New Zealand from February 25 to March 27. This could be regarded as the best trip we ever experienced among all our previous tours. It was most relaxing and enjoyable. We were amazed at the majestic sceneries of God’s creation on the way and we had sufficient time to rest and relax in between. We owed all these to my cousin, Ow Siew Yuet and her husband John, and my wife’s sister, Lulu and her husband, Edward. Both families were hosts to us, and the latter was responsible to plan and organise our tour in both Islands from beginning to end. Edward did a wonderful job planning for our itinerary and driving us all the way in North and South Island, with his wife hosting us with her culinary skills.  
1st Week in Auckland (26th Feb – 2nd March).
We stayed in Edward’s home and took the opportunity to meet old friends from Malaysia as Thomas Chin, Christopher Lee and Julian Cheah; Albert Low and Chee Meng; Geoff Phoon Chek Hoong (our BRGH deceased Ooi Cheng Gaik’s husband) and Virginia Teoh Kim Lan (Geoff’s current wife) over dinner. Chris and Julian also reciprocated with a Sunday lunch at their house after the Sunday meeting in their North Cross Community Church after we returned from Nelson (See below).  
It was orientation time in Auckland for the other days, visiting the Muriwai Gannets’ Colony, the Cheese Factory at Puhoi and Warkworth and the Honey Bee Centre; the Naval Office at Davenport, and Mount Victoria to take in the panoramic view of Auckland and shopping at the malls for our home-cooked food provisions.  I was invited to speak at the Men’s Fellowship (members are mostly from Malaysia including Constant Lee) and a Home Fellowship with about 20 people present. It was an experience both for us to meet them and enjoyed their cordial fellowship as well as for them to listen to my study on the Chinese New Year of the Pig.
2nd week (3-9th March) in Nelson, South Island.

The next week we flew into Nelson, to meet Siew Yuet and John. It was a grand reunion as we had not seen Siew Yuet for years except for last year when she visited Penang with John and extended their invitation to visit them. And we took up the offer to fulfil our 2nd dream of our life time! It was a week hard to forget for the wonderful memories etched into our brain of our stay with her.

Our stay at her home in Nelson was better than in a 5-star hotel with hospitality to wit. The view of the Nelson marina with numerous luxurious yachts anchored there from her panoramic living room window from wall to wall would change from hour to hour. Step back a bit and we could dine and continue to enjoy the majestic sunset when having dinner. Step further back was her compact kitchen which was out of bounds to us. It’s from there that she served us every meal (including a special gluten-free diet for me) from her wide repertoire of culinary inventiveness. On both sides facing the sea, there were two verandas to enjoy the sunset from one season to another if we could stay that long.
Our very spacious guest room, a storey down, was well-furnished, providing us with every comfort we could never thought of.  
During the week there we enjoyed their hospitality in taking us to visit places of scenic, cultural, historical (the Nelson Cathedral was one) and other places of interest to give us a glimpse of what life was about in Nelson and the neighbouring towns. We were fortunate to be there for Siew Yuet’s birthday and we had the honour to celebrate it for her in a restaurant down town.  Time passed too fast and we had to fly back to Auckland to prepare for our trip to Milford Sound which would be the highlight of our South Island tour. As it would be very cold and wet there, Siew Yuet was very generously kind to give us two bags of woollens to keep us warm and dry when we would be there. And so our week in Nelson was up for us to return to Auckland to attend church on Sunday (10th March) and have our lunch appointment with Chris and Julian (see above).
3rd Week (11-16th March) in Queenstown, South Island.

The next day, Monday we flew back to South Island to set up base in Queenstown. We rented a car and headed for Queenstown’s famous Fergburger Pork Burger and Mrs. Ferg Gelato ice-cream while sight-seeing the town.  The next day we visited Lake Pukaki, Lake Tekapo and the Church of the Good Shepherd. Later, we met a Malaysian staff at the High Country Salmon Farm and enjoyed the fruits at Cromwell. 
On Day 3 we took a coach for a one-day tour to Milford Sound. This would be the highlight of our whole tour. On the way, we saw God’s Gorgeous Creation beyond description – the Gorges and the Fiords were fantastic interspersed by the many waterfalls torrentially falling down the steep slopes whitening the landscape with living lines from top to bottom with the rain that fell intermittently adding to the force of the endless streams of water that kept descending the slopes.  The climax of the tour was when we landed at Milford Sound to take a ferry to the falls to see and experience the sound of the falls, the spray splashing on us in our raincoats as we went under the edge of the falls – oh, it was beyond description to really see the splendour of God’s stupendous creative works. It was a spiritual satisfaction beyond description. Only too soon, we had to be dragged from such fantastic sights to travel home to Queenstown again – the one full day tour was over. (Sigh)
On days 4-6 we went on very long drives to view the scenic beauty of South Island and to see for ourselves why it is called “The Land of the Long White Cloud”, visiting historic Arrowtown to view its Chinese settlement there, the ski-slope at Coronet Peak and to see for real those “crazy” youths making bungy jumps at AJ Hacket, Kawarau Bridge. As we drove south we saw the remarkable “Remarkables” Range of mountains  and the wonderful view of Lake Wakatipu. 

On Day 6 we made our return drive over Lake Hawea but missed Fox Glacier as there was an earlier landslide. 
At Lake Matheson we had a glimpse of the Reflection Lake which reflects its majestic surroundings in its waters that one could hardly tell the difference between reflection and reality. 

We drove from Fox Glacier to Franz Josef via the Waihou Bridge which later a huge boulder 
knocked down a section of it making it impassable. We thanked God for helping us to escape this obstacle. 

The next day, 17 March, we arrived at Greymouth to take the Board Tranz Alpine Train to Christchurch. This would be another highlight of our tour as the Train passed by fantastic picturesque mountain ranges, valleys, rivers and streams, meadows with sheep and cows grazing in them, etc. The journey was really worth the price for its ticket.  Finally we arrived in Christchurch in the evening after a half-day trip.

In Christchurch, we arrived just two days after the massacre of 51 Muslim worshippers in two mosques on 15th March. On that day, all flights in and out were cancelled and restored on the day we flew in. We were there also to share in the sadness of the hour as we viewed the countless garlands and bouquets of flowers piled on the roadside in memory and in sympathy with those who lost their loved ones in the tragic massacre. We were also in Christchurch to view the after-effects of the tragic earthquakes and the modern buildings that are being restored. Indeed these two tragedies touched our hearts. In the earthquake on Feb. 22, 2011, the son of our very faithful members at Burmah Road Gospel Hall, Mr. & Mrs. Wu Chong Teng , Paul Wu, died when the office he was in, collapsed and fell on him.
4th Week (18-24th March) in Auckland, North Island.

The last week was spent visiting places in and around Auckland as taking a trip to Whiritoa, the Hot Water Beach (where we had plenty of fun foot-dancing in the hot water pools on the beach). 

We also went to Whangamata, Whhitianga, Tauranga, Mt. Maunganui, Rotorua on the way 

to Lake Taupo; then, on to Huka Falls, Aratiatia Dam to witness the flood gates opened and finally to the “Sodom and Gomorrah” of N.Z, viz. the Craters of the Moon. It was a dry, sulphur-burning and scorching trip that my wife never enjoyed. On Sunday, we started our way home stopping at the Hamilton Botanic Gdns.
The last three days were spent in Auckland itself visiting the Winter Garden at Domain, spending time with Lulu and Edward, doing some last-minute shopping and saying goodbye to friends. 

We flew back to Home Sweet Home to reach Penang nearly midnight on 27 March, 2019 to wake up from our dream the next morning.

Home Switched Home.
Our first phone call on reaching home the next day was from my Parkinson-inflicted sister-in-law. She wanted to switch Home as she felt neglected and ignored by the two Indonesian maids in the then current caring home. Fortunately we remembered a nursing home near our place and found it suitable though it would cost her more. It was run by Mr. Zion and had four qualified nurses to care for the inmates. Thus, the next day we switched home for her. 
She is now happier but still is suffering from cold-hot-itchy complaints on her body she has been experiencing the last couple of months.  
Home-to-Home Virtual Ministry.

My speaking-teaching ministry is now much curtailed and limited to visiting the six assemblies in Penang with four to six meetings allotted to each per year.  The studies have been very challenging and took much of my time in preparation especially in getting ready the Powerpoint slides to illustrate each study. These studies in outline form, on Powerpoint slides and recorded on MP3 tapes are also posted to my website at www.berita-bethel-ung.com. Much time is now spent on the weekly Lord’s Day Ruminations that I post to 118 homes and on Facebook. In addition to that I contribute to the Gospel Press Choice Gleaning Diary every year. 
Thus, it looks like the Lord is confining my ministry for Him to my home to believers in their homes via the Internet virtually rather than through teaching physically in the assemblies. There is also the personal ministry of writing to believers in need, dealing with their problems, and encouraging them in their faith. The Lord is good. Even as He shuts certain doors, He opens up others according to one’s ability and capacity. 


Again, thank you to all of you for your consistent prayer fellowship at the Throne of His Grace.




---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Page of Praise and Prayer Points

	When, Where and What I would be Speaking 

	WHEN
	WHERE
	                                WHAT

	May

	5
	IGGC
	Unknown Women of Renown: Pt. 1- The Unknown Women Who Served Jesus Well

	12, 19
	X X X
	Rest Week

	26
	IGGC
	Unknown Women of Renown Pt. 2 - The Unknown Woman Who Served Jesus At The Well

	June

	2
	X X X
	Rest Week

	9, 16
	BWGH
	Stewardship - Pt. 1 & Pt. 2

	23, 30
	BMGC
	Jerusalem - Pt. 1: Its Past History and Legacy & Pt. 2 – Its Present History.

	July

	7, 14
	SNGH
	Understanding Revelation - Pt. 1 & Pt. 2

	21, 28
	X X X
	Rest Week

	August

	4, 11
	XXX
	Rest Week

	18, 25
	BRGH
	Jerusalem - Pt. 1: Its Past History and Legacy; & Pt. 2 

	25
	BRGH
	Jerusalem - Pt. 2: Its Present History and Prospective Eschatology


