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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

Present with the Lord though Absent
The time now is 9.00a.m., Lord’s Day,

6th October, 2019.

I should be at Sungai Ara Gospel Hall celebrating the Lord’s Supper together with the saints there. 
But I am not!
This is the second time this term I am not gathered with the saints in an assembly to obey the Lord in this wise.

Earlier on the Lord’s Day on 15th September, my wife and I were in an Abnb apartment in Hanoi after our cruise at Bai Tu Long Bay (12th – 14) having been invited by our daughter’s family for a family reunion holiday. 

That Sunday we gathered informally to read the Choice Gleanings Devotion (which happened to be written by me then) and remembered the Lord’s Death and Resurrection with prayers from my son-in-law, Robert and myself.

Today, in our home in Bethel, for our regular Family Altar and a special remembrance of the Lord in Spirit, my wife (as usual) read from the Daily Light (which we have been using since the first day of our marriage over 55 years ago) and the Choice Gleanings of which I am a contributor,  while I read from my own weekly Rumination 765 entitled: “They Took Jesus; Jesus Took Them” with all the three meditations centring on the theme of the need to obey God in His commandments. Jesus, Himself, obeyed God and willingly allowed His enemies to take Him and be led to the cross. He Who had the power to lay down His life and to take it again (Jn. 10:18) obeyed His Father and gave Himself an offering for us as the Lamb of God, Which taketh away the sin of the world. (Jn. 1:29)
So while absent from the Lord’s Supper in church, my wife and I still set the appointed time aside to remember the Lord where and when we could.
But why were we absent from the Lord’s Supper today when I was appointed to speak at Sungai Ara Gospel Hall this morning?

Well, let me retrace the events that happened to my wife and me this term (from May to October). It was a very eventful term marked with joy and grief on the way.

Absent But Present with the Lord
We lost two loving friends this term. They were called home to be with the Lord:
Dr. Lim Seang Chye on June 1. He would have been 100 years old on 22nd September.
Dr. Mike Lian, who first introduced me to mission work in Cambodia, on 25th September, aged 84.

We are feeling our circle of brothers and sisters in the Lord slowly enclosing on us!

The Downs
This term has been a time of Falls (not related to winter) for my wife and I.

On June 1st while trying to sit down on a stool wanting to clean up the refrigerator, she accidentally sat on its edge making it to topple over with her falling straight down onto the floor. Fortunately except for aches and pains later, she was not seriously hurt. She could have fallen with her head knocking against the table at the side or against the refrigerator.  But she did mot. 
The Lord was good.
I too had my share of falls. 

In April and May, I had frequent dizzy spells when standing up from a crouching (when weeding), sitting or lying position. Standing up and sitting down for hymn singing in church would also bring about such spells.  I thought the cause was my low blood pressure.
One night as I was opening the bedroom door on my way to the bathroom to ease myself, suddenly I felt my head spinning and was just about to collapse when my wife came in and I was able to cling on to her. Not sure what would happen if she was not there, as at the side was my metal desk with sharp corners. After this I checked my B/P and the reading was 75/52 with a pulse rate of 55 and the irregular heart beat symbol blinking.
On May 9, I was on the operation table for an angiogram and a test to check my blood flow in my arteries. Everything was fine. But why did the dizzy spells continue?
On Jun 14 via an ECG test it was found that I had an irregular heart-beat towards the end of the test. This was confirmed in in the 24-hour Holter ECG test the week after. I had extreme heart rates ranging from 30 to 130 against the normal reading of 60 to 90 per minute.
I needed a pacemaker to control my heart beat. This was done on 15 July. 
However, the dizzy spells continued. On August 15, while weeding in my pavement-garden at the entrance to my house, I blacked out and fell backwards onto the road. Fortunately the maid next door saw what happened and came to my aid. I had a big bump at the back of my head but did not know how I got it as the road was flat. I could not recall what happened. A later check on my bp showed that it was as low as 94/59 with a pulse rate at 54. It was then discovered that an error was made in my pacemaker which was supposed to come in when my heart rate went below 60. It has since been corrected.
However, the dizzy spells continued though less frequent now.  The last time I checked, the cardiologist suspected that I had mild signs of vertigo or it could be due to my medication.

But what happened to me recently to make me absent from the Lord’s Supper today?
Last Monday morning at 2.30a.m. I had a nasty fall from my bed. I suffered a bloody gash and two cuts above my eyes and on my forehead. Because of the blood-thinning pills that I take the blood kept oozing out and my face was streaming with blood. An icepack and much tissue paper managed to stop the flow temporarily. I had to go to the hospital for emergency treatment with five stiches to stich back the gash above my eyebrow. Today, the wounds have healed but the area all around my eyes and puffy cheeks are blue-black because of the blood clots. Hence, I need to stay away from the meeting today in case the congregation are put off by my facial features.
This incident helps me to understand more these wounds that the Lord suffered:

Matt. 27:29-30 – And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head…and took the reed, and smote Him on the head.
Isa. 52:14, HCSB – Just as many were appalled at You— His appearance was so disfigured that He did not look like a man, and His form did not resemble a human being— 

As my wife and I remembered His sufferings on the cross, I just could never be able to picture fully the Lord’s visage as blood flowed streaming down His thorn-crowned brow.
To sum up, this term my wife suffered a fall, myself two serious ones and bouts of dizziness.    I had been on the operation table twice and warded in the hospital a few days! I am very thankful to my daughter, Dorothy who took leave during my two operations to be with me and to accompany my wife during these anxious days.    I thank those who sent me the near 50 messages (WhatsApp, SMS and email) mainly from outstation and overseas to assure me of their prayers for me and wishes to get well quickly.
I also do not forget the over ten personal phone calls and three visits of concerned brethren who dropped in with their buah tangan of love for my wife and me. THANK YOU.
Apart from the above, my wife and I had to take care of her Parkinson-sister who also has been having spells of depression and bouts of cold (side symptom of Parkinson) which make her very miserable. All these problems with her sister and me tax my wife a lot as she herself has to deal with her own infirmities of impairment in her right eye vision, her loss of hearing, her spine and leg problems.  Through all these we are amazed and awed how the Lord sustained us throughout this term. It was indeed amazing grace.
The UPS

We thank the Lord too for the joy of being with our daughter’s family for the Hanoi tour. For once, I did not have any problems with my dizzy spells, bloating or stress. I even went kayaking for two days (one hour each) round the islands of Bai Tu Long in Halong Bay. We were on a Junk Cruise for three days and two nights with one night at the beginning and two nights at the end spent in Hanoi. It was great to feel the calm in the midst of the crazy crowds and traffic in Hanoi! For once I was very free of stress and enjoyed the peace of the Lord’s awesome creation all around us during the cruise, and my wife too enjoyed the freedom from earthly worries for that week. It was a wonderful rest.

The Plains

With regard to my ministry, this term has been very challenging as I took some topics that required a lot of my time to research and prepare, e.g. The Significant Cities in Scriptures (Jerusalem and Babylon), Understanding the Book of Revelation and The Christian Priesthood in the assemblies in Penang.
On top of it, my tools for ministry gave me problems too. I had to change two hard disks in my desk computer for new ones as they were malfunctioning and I could not afford to lose my data especially my hundreds of sermon outlines. 
I had also to upgrade my modem from the antiquated Streamyx with a 2Mb speed to Unifi with 8Mb for a fee. Then I had to change also the hard disk in my over 6-year laptop which constantly hanged. 
I also need to upgrade or change my present 3-4-year laptop which I currently use. Last Sunday, it betrayed me as I was about to start my ministry at
Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall. Within five minutes, it refused to function and fell dead. To relive it, a brother and I tried to wake it up. It refused to resurrect and I had to speak impromptu on my topic, Understanding Revelation. Yet, when I returned home, it woke up and up to day it is still functioning though a bit slow to wake up at times. Not sure what is wrong or whether I should change the HD as I did for the other two or get a new one? I shall see how the Lord decides.

I will have a comparatively restful time after October as I take time off to tidy up my home and other domestic responsibilities which I have neglected all these months.

Thank you all for your prayer fellowship.
My thanks too to my children, Christopher, Dorothy, Alvin and Fern, grandchildren Daniel and Hannah, as well as my sister-in-law, Lulu and her husband, Edward (from NZ) for their visits to Bethel the past months and helped clear and clean up our home and garden for us. We also thank Deborah, Tara and Isabel, and Robert and Andrew for sacrificing their loved ones to assist us. 

The Lord continue to bless you all.
Both my wife and I continue to value your prayers for us, as we wait on Him as to what He wants us to do next. Many have told us to “retire” as we age while others wish us “Caleb” days. 

One thing is for sure, we will retire more from public ministry because of the physical infirmities of the flesh, but I will certainly continue with my virtual or cyber ministry as the Lord leads. 
Whatever, the Lord knows best.

Down in the valley with my Savior I would go,

Where the storms are sweeping 
and the dark waters flow;

With His hand to lead me I will never, never fear, 

Dangers cannot fright me if my Lord is near.
Follow! Follow! I would follow Jesus!
Anywhere, everywhere, I would follow on!

Page of Praise and Prayer Points

	When, Where and What I would be Speaking 

	WHEN
	WHERE
	                                WHAT

	October

	6, 13
	SAGH
	The Christian Priesthood, Parts 1 and 2

	20, 27
	BGH
	The Christian Priesthood, Parts 1 and 2

	November

	3. 10
	XXX
	Rest Week

	17, 24
	BRGH
	The Christian Priesthood, Parts 1 and 2

	December

	1, 8, 29
	XXX
	Rest week

	15
	SNGH
	Joseph and Mary
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