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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

Dearly Beloved Prayer-Partners in the Lord,

The time now is 5.49a.m. on Monday, 4th May, 2020. I was awakened by the twittering of birds at 5.30a.m. with my thoughts swinging to what I should do for the day. Then it occurred to me that it was time that I sent out my Berita Bethel. 

Hence, here I am typing out this Berita while listening to the just received very impressive, soul-inspiring Prom Praise Virtual Concert at Royal Albert Hall by the All Souls Music Team. It was broadcast free to a limitless audience for the first time in its over 40 years history. The video recording was WhatsApped to me on 2 May by a dear sister in Christ. It would never be my dream to step into the Royal Albert Hall to listen to such a grand presentation of Christian Hope music and praise. Even if I could, I would never be able to purchase a ticket. Now it is virtually free. Over 200 musicians were contributing from their individual homes all over the world, orchestrated by the conductor to present a memorable concert in a single synchronised presentation on line! This is the New Norm in Technology whether we like it or not.  And I am in there now! And this is my second virtual visit to this majestic hall of fame! The URL is: https://www.royalalberthall.com/tickets/events/2020/virtual-prom-praise/
Is this going to be the “New Normal” since Malaysia’s Movement Control Order (MCO) to contain the spread of COVID-19 implemented on March 18 and extended to May 12 or perhaps even later? 

My New Normal Norms Now apply generally to two routines – one for the six week-days and another for the Lord’s Day. We shall start with the New Normal Norms for the Week-days.
As with today, my New Normal week-day starts with the wake-up call of the twittering of birds up to 7.00a.m. or later. Then, instead of my morning walk at the Botanical Gardens I go for my morning horse-riding for 100 trots on my landing upstairs. After that, it is boiling water for my breakfast. While waiting for it to boil, I have my Morning Manna and a breath of fresh air for the Lord’s guidance for the day, for family and friends and for whoever needs intercession. After breakfast, it is out in the garden to enjoy and trim the colourful blooms, to cut whatever veges that may be needed for lunch and to weed the unwanted grass that grows wild aplenty. 

If needed, once a week I go out on a new venture that has become a norm – marketing and shopping for the needs of the home as required of the head of the house to do it. It has been a good adventure since day one - and well-learnt, for which I get high marks from my loving wife who, with her culinary skills, converts all that I bring home into sumptuous dishes for which I am the beneficiary. When in excess, neighbours and others get to share the goodness even as they share theirs with us. 

While out, I take the opportunity to purchase extra things for my Parkinson-stricken sister-in-law who stays in a Home. Since MCO we have not been allowed in to see her personally. I just have to hand over what she needs to a nurse who comes to the gate to get it from me. Thus, now and again, my wife and I make sure that she has something that she enjoys apart from the routine food in the Home.

From the garden, it is now back to the computer to catch up with correspondence and above all, reflection and meditation on the Word to prepare for my Ruminations for the week. Then, if there is a speaking assignment for the weekend, it is Research into the Word to prepare for the study ahead.

After a nap in the afternoon, it is either back to work on the Word, or to catch up with some domestic homework in tidying up things. There seems to be no end to this. The more we do, the less we find we have done, with so much the more still waiting. Sigh!  At night, it is rest and recreation. 
This Norm then has become the New Normal for me for the Week days.

Now, what about the New Normal Norms for the Lord’s day? 
From the first Lord’s Day of Phase 1 of MCO, I was perturbed when it was ordered that all mass gatherings were forbidden. This means no church could meet in their respective buildings. How should I remember the Lord? From young, I have very strictly obeyed the Lord in this aspect of gathering together to remember Him as He commanded. My stand had been then if I should go on a holiday and there was a church in the neighbourhood observing the Lord’s Supper, be it from my assembly or not, I should be there. I was not in favour of having the Lord’s Supper at home or missing it.  But now, circumstances are different. I was forbidden by law to attend a church gathering. What should I do?

That Sunday, my wife and I broke bread at home after our family altar and breakfast! 
No, we would not miss out remembering the Lord for whatever reason; if not, in a church gathering, then at home. Rightly or wrongly we were not certain yet. But better to remember the Lord than not to.
After all, the early church had no central building for them to meet in. They only gathered in homes, as 
Rom. 16:5 - Likewise greet the church that is in their house.
Likewise every family in Israel observed the Passover in their respective homes as…

Exo. 12:3 - Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house.
Yet all these slain lambs in each house were looked upon as one and acknowledged as such.

Exo. 12:27 - That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S Passover…and delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head and worshipped. 

Later my mind went through other scriptures in the New Testament and these came to mind:

Matt. 18:20 - Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.

This was the Promise of the Lord’s Presence. Two or three would constitute the smallest gathering of His church, even if there are two or three only. True, this was promised before the lord’s Supper was instituted, but we are applying the Principles and not the latter of the law. We are sure the Lord will be Present even if we meet at home. There are many, in Christian-persecuted lands in the world today.
Jn. 4:20-24 - Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe Me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father…But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.

The Samaritans worshipped on top of nearby Mt. Gerizim; the Jews worshipped on the temple mount in Jerusalem. Who were right? No one! The New Normal is, there is going to be a change – worship is no more to be limited to the confines of a temple (the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father). Compare Acts 17:24 - God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that He is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands. Thus, with the New Normal (the change that came about - the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth) – when the church needs no building to gather in to worship God (etymologically, church does not even refer to a building, but to a congregation of a called-out people) where every member is himself or herself a temple (I Cor. 6:19 - What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?). 
Therefore, when and where these people gather together, they, as the temples of the Holy Spirit, form the Temple of God to worship Him in Spirit (cf. I Cor. 3:16 - Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?) And that is the Truth from God’s Word!
Just a note: “place” in I Cor. 11:20 and 14:23 is autos (<846>) does not refer to a locality.
Place that refers to a locality is topos (<5117>) as in Mt. 14:15 or hōde (<5602>) as in Mt. 12:6
Thus, whether we like it or not, it is going to be the Norm in the New Normal Life of the Church, well, at least, for the Near future. Now many of us already meet virtually for fellowship, for prayer, Bible Study, for ministry and many other activities of the church which we held before this New Normal. But, why (in all consistency) not for the Breaking of Bread (cf. Acts 2:42)? So, thought I.
I believe this is also in preparation for the day coming soon when multitudes and myriads of saints will gather virtually and spiritually in heaven without any material structures for us to worship in – Rev. 5:11-13:  I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels…and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;  Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

Indeed, it must be spiritual worship then for there will be no borders long enough or buildings big enough for the saints when they start marching in. Yes, there will not even be a temple in Heaven – Rev. 21:22: I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 
Can I imagine it? I am the temple. The saints are the temple. The Lord and the Lamb are the temple!
Yes, it is Global, Universal, Spiritual, Celestial and Real.
Yes, it would also be true that Satan would use this new technology to control the masses in the future days as in Rev. 13:15-17 - And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.
Should we therefore not use this new technology just because Satan will also use it?
Thus, with the above texts and thoughts I was resigned to a virtual worship of the Lord in space in a global fellowship with all local and overseas saints all over – saints who love the Lord and who want to remember Him at the Lord’s Supper. On the second and third Lord’s Day after my first at home, I had occasion to join an assembly in the breaking of bread on line. I was delighted that I could now use the Cana wine that I bought when I visited Israel. However, on the fourth and fifth Lord’s Day I was not able to join them as I was speaking virtually in one assembly. Instead that morning, as in our Old Normal, my wife and I had our Family Altar that we had been having for over half a century, then had our breakfast. After that we had the Breaking of Bread between us two, claiming the promise that the Lord was present where two or three were gathered in His Name.

Yesterday was special as we returned to our New Normal of having a virtual Lord’s Supper with another assembly. Though at home, we both were properly dressed with respect to the fact that we were on Holy Ground in God’s presence. My wife also had a head covering on with respect to the angels looking down from above. After that, we attended another assembly (also virtually) to sit in for their Bible study.  When all these were over, I returned to my old Normal and I would guess that would be sort of my New Normal Lord’s Day from now on as long as the CMO is on. Of course, my wife and I still look forward to the time when we can return to have personal and practical fellowship with the saints in corporate worship.
Kindly note that the above is just my personal stand (which I think I am entitled to in my relationship with my God) on how I spend my New Normal Life in the light of the CMO for my Weekdays and the Lord’s Day. It has no intention to relate to any assembly or group to what each is doing or not doing and should not be used or quoted without my permission to support or contradict any stand from any one or any group. Thank you.
In the meanwhile, do Stay Home, Stay Apart, Stay Clean and STAY SAFE!
May Psalm 91 be your Portion and your Safety always.
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	17, 24
	SAGH
	Stay Home, Stay Far, Stay Clean – STAY SAFE!
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	12, 19
	BMGC
	Prophetic Perplexities in Isaiah – Parts 1, 2
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	The Christian Priesthood – Pt. 2


