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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

Dearly Beloved Prayer-Partners in the Lord,
For nearly the whole of last year, all of us in Malaysia came under the threat of the COVID_19 Pandemic. Many states, regions, districts were brought under the Movement Control Order (MCO) and its variegated forms with their respective compulsory Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) to observe since March 14. Failure to do so subjected the defaulters to a maximum fine of RM1000.00 or even imprisonment. All concerned were advised to Stay Home and Stay Safe. We were to follow strictly the 3 Cs – Stay away from Crowded Places, Confined Spaces and Close Conversations; and the 3Ws – Wash Hands regularly, Wear Masks properly, Watch out for social distancing of 1m between one another.
Consequently, many doors to various Occasions and Occupations were Ordered Closed. Those who were more Creative Opened up new Opportunities – and this was how while some Occupations dived, Others survived. 

It reminds me of the time when Paul had to follow the mind of the Lord and the Direction of the Holy Spirit as He Closed and Opened Doors for him in his Mission to evangelise the Regions Beyond.

Acts 16:7-9 - After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not. And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.
The Holy Spirit Shut the Door to their Desire to go to Mysia into Bithynia, and opened the Door to Macedonia instead.

During this Covid_19 period, for many of us including me, the Lord Closed Doors with the MCO and Opened Doors for these very same people to Create and seize the Opportunities available to better accomplish His plans. Thus, it was so with me and I am sure with many others as well.
Doors Opened:

· With the compulsory staying in, I would have more time to do what I had wanted to do, so it would seem, especially when in my planning, I had freed myself of all ministry commitments in December. This was so, so that I could visit my family members if my wife and I wished to and they could visit us too. However, what I proposed, God disposed and modified it somewhat when inter-state travel was forbidden by the MCO, but lifted later. And we could meet. Alvin, Fern and Andrew jumped on the opportunity to visit us the very first day the MCO was lifted. Not so much for a social visit, but to help their parents to clear the furniture, etc. for vacant possession of my in-laws’ house that had just been sold. It was a working responsibility for them and for us.

· The week before Christmas was Dorothy’s turn to turn up with Daniel and Hannah. They too had to help clear up the place. In addition, they helped organise the furniture in Bethel as well.  Ironically, now Bethel, needs more clearing up as some of the better furniture were moved here; others were sold to those interested, while the rest given to Eden Handicapped Home. Dorothy and children also came to celebrate our 57th Wedding Anniversary though belatedly. Yes, my wife and I have been married 57 years! We thank and praise the Lord for His blessing. 
· I now have more time (so it appeared) to organise my over 800 Lord’s Day ruminations, to copy and digitise my old sermon outlines and studies on OHP transparencies and hand-written in old diaries before the ink fades and the papers fray. In fact, blocking out December was partly for this purpose - to free me to do all these. My study room is cluttered with papers, books and files, as well as photos and old correspondence that leave little space for free movement. So was I glad when December closed its doors to outside commitments?
Alas, no! This ideal dream never materialised. I am back to square one. I lack the creativity of my modern-day children to throw away unused things and to buy them back later when I need them! Things new and old are of value, while others are irreplaceable as that torn and tattered, well-thumbed Daily Light gifted to my wife and me on our wedding day by the late missionaries, Mr. & Mrs. W. Wilson, 57 years ago and still being used every Lord’s Day for the family altar.
· Good or bad, I am not sure! During this period my wife and I specialised in befriending hospital specialists, with me seeing my regular cardiologist for my monthly check-up on my postural hypotension, an ENT consultant to find out why I was losing my voice when using it (scan and ultra-sound revealed no suspicious culprits), a urologist for my hernia, my eye specialist for my dry eyes wet with tears and wax. In all, I Came away with almost Clean reports – no Culprits!
· My wife too is not free from her aging frailties. She is now more bent in posture and limps slightly causing her to be unsteady in her gait, and with one eye impaired and ears hard of hearing, it does not improve her confidence in moving out of the house on her own. Attending physical meetings can sometimes turn out unfruitful too especially when participants stumble and murmur in their speech. 
· Thus, the MCO does not make much difference to us, even when relaxed.  For our necessities, we still live our normal lives of going marketing, going for morning walks (Botanical Gardens is now out of our way while Gurney Drive opens for us a new walkway) and having breakfast outside; visiting my wife’s Parkinson’s younger sister in the Nursing Home and running errands for her. At home, I do more writing inside (celebrating with the glad, comforting the sad and congratulating the “grads”) and doing gardening outside. 
· The Garden of Bethel does its part to provide us with vegetables and herbs. We have our own home-grown organic brinjals, bitter gourds, angled-beans, Brazilian spinach, pak choy, chives, chilies, daun kaduk, basil, asam and ulam, lengkuas, ginger, lemon grass, pandan, lime, (lady’s fingers), aloe vera and other nameless herbs. There are also various flowering plants to bring us cheer when under stress such as hibiscus, bougainvillea, elephant ears, ladies’ bonnets, Japanese roses, orchid, ixora, ferns, mulberry and a number of other flowering plants which I cannot name. And, of course, we have the bananas to provide us with dessert when in season.
· While confined to Bethel, we are very thankful for the elderly sisters in the Penang assemblies who cook delicious dishes to share them with us, bake confectioneries (pies, cakes and biscuits, etc.) to relax us and celebrate our important days with some appropriate goodies to cheer us- all personally delivered to our very doorstep. We even have a family in KL thinking of us too to send specialities to Bethel by courier service to give us some outside delicacies and tit-bits to enjoy. A couple of children, well brought-up by their parents, also think of us at this time to give us samples of their home-made handiwork. We are thankful to the Lord for all of them. 
· What about my ministry for the Lord? The MCO works out just fine for me. The Lord has closed the door of physical ministry outside the state of Penang because of my aging frailties. He even closed the doors of the assemblies in the state during the Conditional MCO period. But He does not really close the door of ministry! During the two occasions when my home assembly had to close its doors physically, I was honoured to speak to its members via the zoom platform. In fact, during these days of closed-door ministry, the Lord has opened this door and I find myself more enabled and empowered by an on-line ministry without the limitations of my physical frailties which sort of act as liabilities to my spiritual ministry. Though at the beginning this was a learning curve for me, over time this sharing on line has flattened the curve somewhat and I am now comfortable with this medium. 
· This also means I can now return to my former ministry of teaching in the other assemblies outside Penang without having to move out of my home or hindered by my physical frailties.  The Lord be praised. 
· Yes, this is life under the MCO - Stay Home, Stay Safe for us.
The whole of last year, I concentrated on a series of studies on The Christian Priesthood – a practical detailed and expository study of Heb. 10:19-25 in eight sessions for the assemblies in Penang. As I have at most only four sessions in most of the assemblies per year, I shall continue with this series this year as can be seen in my attached roster bellow.

Yes, 2020 has been a very uneventful or eventful year depending on how COVID_19 has affected the individual or family concerned. Some have lost their jobs, others have their incomes reduced, still others fall into debts which they find it hard to settle because of the two conditions mentioned. A few have lost their loved ones to the pandemic, while others are separated from their beloved because of their front-line duties. To these latter group we take off our hats and salute them for their sacrifice that we all might be safe and the sick might recover.  May the Lord protect and provide for them.
Yes, 2021 can never be the same as 2020!

New changes have come about and they seem to clinch on to their new-found niches in our lives and refusing to let go, forcing us to adopt their new challenges so that we no more can return to the old norms we were used to. Now we need to adopt the new conditions as the New Normal of life for 2021 onwards whether we like it or not.

However, the practice of the 2020 SOPs will not go away. We need to practise them, like it or not. We just do not know how long the pandemic will last or whether the longed-for vaccination will have any effect. One thing is sure, the New Normal will have to be New Norms in Life and Living in 2021
My wife and I take this opportunity to wish all of you

A Blessed and A-Bountiful New Year 2021

In this very Challenging Year, My Prayer for You All:
God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 
(II Cor. 9:8)
And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more 
in knowledge and in all judgment; 
(Phil. 1:9)
I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound:
every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, 
both to abound and to suffer need. 
(Phil. 4:12)
The New Norm: 
Stay Home, Stay Safe.

Wear your Masks.

Wash Your Hands.

Watch out for social distancing.
Page of Praise and Prayer Points

	When, Where and What I would be Speaking 

	WHEN
	WHERE
	                                WHAT

	January

	17
	 SNGH
	The Christian Priesthood – Pt. 2a: The Conditions. Heb. 10:22a

	24
	 SNGH
	The Christian Priesthood – Pt. 2b: The Conditions. Heb. 10:22b

	31
	X X X
	Rest Week

	February

	12 (Fri)
	 
	CN Year of Ox

	14
	BRGH
	The Message of Love (Tentative)

	21
	 
	 

	28
	X X X
	Rest Week

	March

	14
	X X X
	Rest Week

	21
	SAGH
	The Christian Priesthood - Pt.2 - The Character of the High Priest

	28
	SAGH
	The Christian Priesthood


Door Closed – Stay Home, Stay Safe especially those who are over 70 and under 7 years old. Frankly, this restriction made little difference in the lifestyle of my wife and myself. We have always been homely people, and at our age, we hardly visit others as others hardly visit us too. 











