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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

Dearly Beloved Prayer-Partners in the Lord,
Today, 16th October, 2021 marks the Silver Anniversary of the Day when I was commended to the Lord’s Service by my home assembly, Burmah Road Gospel Hall, in 1996. It was for a teaching ministry in the assemblies in Penang, Malaysia, Singapore and elsewhere. (See Appendix 1). That day, however, did not signify that only then, I commenced serving the Lord in a public capacity. 

No, I would count that as the year when I consecrated my life to the Lord in His Service in 1952 (that would be sixty-nine years ago), two years after my salvation on 17th September and my baptism on 22nd October, 1950.  when I was doing the Emmaus Bible Correspondence Course on the Book of Romans and scripting in 500 words a “Thought and Research” answer to a question on why I should present my body a living sacrifice unto God as a reasonable service in return for all the mercies of God that He bestowed upon me and henceforth to live my life not to be conformed to this world but to be transformed by the renewing of my mind to do and prove the good, acceptable and perfect Will of God. That marked the change from living a normal Christian life to a new-normal life consecrated unto the Lord and committed to His service for me. (See Appendix 2)
Yes, I have been serving the Lord for almost seventy years without any regret, having Proved that He is ever Faithful that Promised (Heb. 10:23) of the reality of His Person, His Presence, His Power, His Provision and His Protection.
In His Call for me (it took me two years to respond through the study of Luke’s Gospel) to ask for a Commendation from my home assembly (it took one year for them to be sure from the Lord). 

[You can read a full article on this in my website at: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/webcontent/Oct162021-UKC-BRGH-My-Call-Commission-and-Commendation-Silver_Anniv.doc or see Appendix 2)]

I was assured of three things in my Call:

1) Jesus’ teaching ministry which set the basis for a call to a teaching ministry for me. “teach/taught” occurs 10 times in Luke’s Gospel pointing me to such ministry and Luke 10:1-16, the commissioning of the Lord’s disciples stood out – Go your way; behold, I send you out…
4:43 - "I must preach the kingdom of God to other countries also; for therefore am I 



sent. And He preached in the synagogues of Galilee."
2) To trust the Lord for protection and provision on the way.

10:4 - Carry neither money bag was crisp and clear to me in His Commission; later to be Confirmed in 22:35 – And He said unto them, When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing.

Throughout the years, I never asked a sen for any mission or project undertaken by me for personal expense, but He provided every sen for all that He wanted me to fulfil!

10:8 - whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you

3) Not to expect popularity or a name or maybe even encouragement from home but just to look up to the Lord to do as and what the Lord leads me to, Luke 4:24 - And He said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country indeed prepared me for this and rang very true in my early years. After all, even Paul stated to the assembly at Philippi: Philippians 4:15 –

Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.
In my case, I opted to trust the Lord and He never failed me!
To recollect the Lord’s Leading and opening of doors to fulfil His ministry I have listed out what He had led me to do for Him since my consecration and commendation to encourage the young adults between 18 -55 (the age I started to serve the Lord publicly) and the seniors after 55 years of age (after my retirement and into my commended service until now) to come forth and just lay your person on the altar to see what the Lord can do with you within your “so-called” limitations. Some suggestions of what you can do are listed in the Appendix B, listing the areas into which the Lord led me to minister which may be guiding points for those called of God too. The point I am trying to stress is never think yourself too small or insignificant to accomplish great things for God. A rod or two mites surrendered to God can accomplish amazing things for Him!
Back to current updates. Today’s most asked question is how the Covid-19 Endemic has affected or impacted a person’s living and livelihood. It has been nearly two years since the country was stricken with the endemic. For my wife and me, the New Normal life has not differed much from our old life. Our former lifestyle of a quiet and private life continues without little difference, with us not visiting many because of our age infirmities or limitations, and others not visiting us. Continuing with our quiet lifestyle ironically makes time pass so fast that we hardly notice a day passing by and another day dawns. Time is no boredom as my wife has increased opportunities to catch up with her reading, culinary skills and house-keeping pride, phone contacts and care for her Parkinson inflicted younger sister, in spite of her arthritic pain with her limb movements, hearing and sleeping problems, not to mention her one-eyed vision – the other eye is semi-blind. She is doing well for her age in her eighties. We have the Lord to thank for.
As for me I enjoy the peace and rest of the Stay Home SOP of Covid-19 restrictions. I have little time now for stress and more time to prepare my weekly Sunday Ruminations (it is coming to No. 880) for the Lord’s Supper and available via individual subscription as well as on three online platforms: my Berita Bethel website and on Facebook as well as Brethren Today.  I have more time also to prepare for my ministry concentrating on the theme of The Christian Priesthood (a study of Heb. 10:19-25) for these two years going on to the third in the Penang assemblies. The Stay-at-home SOP also gives my wife and I more time to reflect on the needs of others in these difficult times and the Lord has led us to share His blessings on us with an increasing number compared to previous years. He blesses us to bless others, even as others share their food and kindness with us; so we do with others too. My wife has a new “encouragement” ministry over the phone while I share with others the fruits of my labours in the garden which the Lord has blessed sometimes with bountiful harvests. For the first time (!) we had a brother-sister young couple to visit us and a new father to help me cut down some tall banana bunches during this period.
Healthwise, I have problems with postural and positional hypotension which causes me dizziness and empty-headedness with the risk of falling down; cardiac problems which cause me breathlessness and heart palpitation with unexplained causes for my loss of weight and voice which puzzled the consultants with my good reports from brain, thorax scans and ENT tests.  Mysterious as they may seem like thorns in my flesh, by the Lord’s grace, I am still enabled to minister the Word to His people in spite of the “tribulations” amid limitations and restrictions. The Lord is indeed great. On-line ministry is a great advantage to my physical limitations.
Both my wife and I certainly miss the Lord’s Supper in physical fellowship with our home assembly. However, the Lord is gracious to extend this fellowship at the Lord’s Table in the welcome extended by other assemblies online to us so that since the MCO, we never missed remembering our Lord every Lord’s Day though not in any designated place, but virtually in spirit remembering what the Lord said to the Samaritan woman, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father…But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him (Jn. 4:21, 23).  Was the Lord anticipating this period of our time when we can worship Him in spirit and in truth without the limitation of a physical place and we are the true worshippers He seeks to worship Him?
Yes, with increasing age and ailments, I shall be “toning” down my ministry in certain areas as I even experience difficulty now in reading and remembering Bible texts because of my dry eyes syndrome that wet my eyes, and drooping eyelids that cause my vision to blur and be unbalanced, and not being able to read long passages of printed Bible text. Fortunately, I can still manage with digital texts though striking the correct keys on the keyboard may pose a problem.
For the rest of this year, I shall be more free. I pray and hope that with the extra time of rest and peace I may be able to recover much of which I lost in the past months.

I take this opportunity to thank you for your prayer support and practical partnership in my ministry for the Lord. I thank you most sincerely for this personal support.

My wife and I send you our greetings and pray and hope that we may be able to meet physically in better circumstances in the time to come.

The Lord bless all of you and all your families. Continue to Stay Safe under the Wings of the Lord.
APPENDIX 1:

20th October, 1996

COMMENDATION LETTER TO

Assemblies in Malaysia and Singapore.

Dear Brethren,

COMMENDATION  OF  MR.  UNG  KIM  CHENG
For  Full-time  Bible Teaching  Ministry

Warmest greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

We take great pleasure in commending our brother Ung Kim Cheng for a full-time Bible teaching ministry in the Lord’s Service.

0ur brother is an elder of Burmah Road Gospel Hall.  He is also a gifted and experienced Bible teacher.  Since his retirement from the teaching profession he has felt called of the Lord to devote his time and resources to serve in the area of the Ministry of God’s Word.  Recognising this, we are pleased to commend him to the Assemblies of the Lord’s people in Malaysia and Singapore for this ministry and trust that it will bring much blessing to many.

0ur brother also has a special burden to help out in the Teaching Ministry especially among smaller Assemblies that may need his help. He can be contacted at:

Address:
BETHEL, 31 Medan Lim Cheng Teik, 10250 Penang.

Email:

kcung@pc.jaring.my
It is our earnest prayer and desire that the Lord will grant our brother great joy in fulfilling the vision of his ministry and richly bless it.

Yours in the Lord’s service,


Tan Tiong Leng, Elder



Thomas Chin, Elder


NOTE: 
Mr. Ung’s specialised ministry lies in the following areas:-

1.
CHURCH Truths:  Principles and Practices of Assembly Gathering.

2.
Bible ESCHATOLOGY and studies on Daniel and Revelation

3.
Old Testament TYPOLOGY: the Tabernacle and its Rituals; Levitical studies, etc.

4.
New Testament Topics and Truths from Old Testament Pictures and Perspective.

5. 
Among other studies.

APPENDIX 2 – History of my Contributions to the Life of the Local Church.
I. God’s Choice
A. My Salvation on 17th September, 1950.

B. My Baptism on 22nd October, 1950.
II. My Consecration – Rom. 12:1, 2 
1952
69 years ago.
III. My Commended Service.
- 16th October, 1996.
25 years ago.
IV. My Contributions.
A.  My Ministry and Commended Service.
	No.
	Date
	Event
	Remarks
	Notes

	
	17.09.50
	Salvation 
	A.E. Phillips
	

	
	22.10.50
	Baptism
	S.S. Adams
	

	
	1950
	Joined BRH Prayer Group at PFS.
	
	“Illegal”

	
	1952
	Consecration - Std. VIII
	Emmaus Course
	Rom. 12:1, 2

	
	1952
	Taught in Chinese Sunday School
	BRH
	1st church ministry

	
	1953
	Left Penang Free School
	Joined Teaching
	

	
	1954
	Open air Service at Cheeseman Road

Children’s Campaign
	Taylor Rd. SS
	1st public ministry 

	
	16.10. 1996
	Commended to full-time teaching ministry.
	By Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	To Malaysia, Singapore, etc.


B.  My Ministry and Contributions:

	Year
	Event Participated and Pioneered
	Remarks
	Notes

	1 1951-3
	Attended Bible Study Classes in homes, etc. and at 51 Service Road.
	Student ibn PFS.
	

	11954-57
	Joined Open air Services (Coast Road, Esplanade, Taylor Road SS & Children’s Campaign)
	Taught in BLES, WPS, HS.
	Teacher in training

	11958-59

   5.8.59
	i/c Butterworth Sunday School and Butterworth Gospel Hall. 
	Taught in BJMS and BAMS
	Qualified. Teaching on Sun. a.m. & SS in p.m.

	1 1960-66
	Conducted Butterworth Bible Class on Fridays.; Taught Assembly Bible Classes; Bethel Bible Class.
	Bayan Lepas English School.
	Teacher in primary school.

	1967-Apr. 68
	Started Specialist Teachers’ Training Inst. - Teachers Technical Inst.  Christian Fellowship
Served in Temerloh Gospel Hall, Pahang
	In Cheras, KL & 
Temerloh, Phg.
	In JIC. 

In TGH - taught assembly principles and Revelation.

	May 1968 -80
	i/c Penang Free School – PFS Witness Group.


	 In Penang Free School
	Back in Penang on 1st May 1969


C. My Contributions when in Penang as Deacon and Elder. Pioneered the following Projects:

	Event/Project
	Remarks
	Notes

	Australian Mission Sunday School Syllabus

Annual Inter-Sunday School Quiz competing for the Chan Kai Tean cup.
	Introduced the Syllabus to the Sunday Schools in Penang; hence, possible Annual Inter-Sunday School Bible Quiz.
	Same syllabus for all classed taught at different levels each Sunday.

	Penang Assemblies Partnership (P.A.P)
	A Council Comprising Penang Assembly Elders.

Later extended to deacons and leaders)
	To co-ordinate and consult each other on doctrines and practices and organisation.

Still ongoing.

	Residential Bible School (R.B.S)
	A two-month residential school to train leaders for the assemblies.
	It ended after 5 years.

	Inter-Assembly Fellowship Camp (AFC)
	An annual Camp for assembly young single adults.
	To encourage fellowship and leadership. (still ongoing.)

	Assembly Bible Class at BRGH, at SNGH, and at Bethel at various periods.
	A weekly or bi-weekly Class to study Assembly Truths, Principles and Practices.

	The training of young adults for leadership.

	Visits to and speaking Engagements at Malaysian Assemblies –

Regular meetings and teaching series, camps and conferences.

GLO Bible School, Taiping.
	Penang: Burmah Road GH; Island Glades GC; Sungai Nibong GH; Sungai Ara GH; Butterworth GH; Bukit Mertajam GC; 

Perak – Taiping GH, Elim GH, Kuala Kangsar GH; Bidor GC; Batu Gajah GH; Kampar GH; 

KL, PJ, Selangor – Jalan Imbi Chapel; Jalan Gasing GH; Bangsar GC; Sunway GC; Klang GH; Port Klang GH; Kepong GH; Sri Damansara GC; 

Seremban GH; Nilai GC;

Pahang: Temerloh GC; Kuantan GH; Jerantut GH; Bentong GH;  


	Topics on Topical and Book Studies, Eschatological Studies, New Testament Church Principles and Practices. 
Leadership training courses for Sunday School teachers, youth leaders and adult preachers.


	Visits to and speaking Engagements at… as Commended Worker
	Singapore: Bethesda Ang Mo Kio; Bethesda Depot Walk; Bethesda Katong; 
Singapore Senior Christians’ Fellowship.
India: CMCT, Chennai – 

                      5 assemblies} 
Elim GH, Bethesda GH, Bangalore;
 Courtallam Bible Camp;
Myanmar: Yangon GH; Ebenezer GH, Mandalay.

Cambodia: Pnom Penh; Suong;

Vietnam: Independent church.

Indonesia: Salatiga;  

Australia – 5 assemblies
USA – one assembly

NZ – one Bible Class
	South India Mission Tour (25 Dec.2998- 8 Jan. 2009

CMCT; 
Rajapalayam; Sankarankoil; Virudhumgar; Choolmaidu; Kodungauyur-Mahdhavaram-Menali

Camp Courtallam 26-28th Dec. 2008 – attended by over 1000 workers, leaders and believers in fellowship at the Lord’s Supper.



	Wrote booklet on History of Assembly work in Penang 
	Early History of Burmah Road Gospel Hall; Island Glades Gospel Centre; Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall; Butterworth Gospel Hall.
	Available at www.berita-bethel-ung.com


	Opened a Web-page on InterNet - 
	www.berita-bethel-ung.com

	

	Weekly Lord’s Day Ruminations for the Lord’s Supper 
	A weekly devotion to prepare believers for the Lord’s Supper for subscribers. 
	Also available at www.berita-bethel-ung.com
On Facebook and Brethren Today.



	Choice Gleanings Devotional Calendar, Gospel Folio Press.
	A regular contributor every year.
	https://gospelfolio.com/2021/08/15/lords-day-august-15-2021/

	Inter-Denominational Ministry:


	Malayan Evangelistic Fellowship (MEF) Penang

Inter-school Scripture Union Fellowship (ISCF)

Youth for Christ (YFC)
	As Chairman, organised Penang Gospel Campaign




D. My Contributions as a Commended Worker in Missions.
(See also #C above)

	Events
	Remarks
	Notes

	Missions:

Mission Night
	Introduced and invited assembly missionaries to speak on their missions in their respective fields.
	A bi-monthly event.
Ended; now continued by individual assemblies.

	Mission Newsletter (The ECHOS) and Mission Gifts
	Edited and published mission news from field missionaries. for daily prayer by subscribers.
	Introduced collections of mission gifts every mission night to be sent to the various mission fields.


E: Conclusion: 
The above is listed some ideas for events and projects that prayer-partners can engage in. This is to encourage young adult believers from 20-55 years old and matured senior believers from 56-80 years old to come out to serve the Lord – to use their professional working experiences and opportunities for the Lord’s service in their own assembly or outside on the mission field. Just make yourself Available to the Lord for Him to be Able to use you in whatever way He decides, wherever He appoints and Whenever He needs.

Let me end this testimony with CT Studd[s poem: Only One Life:

· C.T. Studd’s poem, “Only One Life”, contains the following 8 verses:
· Two little lines I heard one day, travelling along life’s busy way; bringing conviction to my heart, and from my mind would not depart; only one life, ’twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.
· Only one life, yes only one, soon will its fleeting hours be done; then, in ‘that day’ my Lord to meet, and stand before His judgement seat; only one life, ’twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.
· Only one life, the still small voice, gently pleads for a better choice; bidding me selfish aims to leave, and to God’s holy will to cleave; only one life, ’twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.
· Only one life, a few brief years, each with its burdens, hopes, and fears; each with its days I must fulfil, living for self or in His will; only one life, ’twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.
· When this bright world would tempt me sore, when Satan would a victory score; when self would seek to have its way, then help me Lord with joy to say;

 only one life, ’twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.
· Give me Father, a purpose deep, in joy or sorrow Thy word to keep; faithful and true whate’er the strife, pleasing Thee in my daily life; only one life, ’twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.
· Oh let my love with fervour burn, and from the world now let me turn; living for Thee, and Thee alone,

bringing Thee pleasure on Thy throne; only one life, ’twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.
· Only one life, yes only one, now let me say, “Thy will be done”; and when at last I’ll hear the call, I know I’ll say “‘Twas worth it all”; only one life, ’twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.”
Thanking you for your Prayer and Practical Partnership in all things.
All Praise be to His Glory.
