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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

Dearly Beloved Prayer-Partners in the Lord,
Almost two years have passed since the Covid_19 corona virus descended on us with disastrous results all over the world. And at the end of last year, it evolved further into Alpha, Beta Delta, Omicron as the more well-known variants. There are others which at this time may not pose potential dangers; but we just do not know. See an extract from the report: https://www.yalemedicine.org/news/covid-19-variants-of-concern-omicron. 

The agency is still monitoring for other variants that are either no longer detected in the U.S. or are spreading at a slow enough pace that they don’t pose a serious risk. In addition to Alpha and Beta, they include the Gamma, Epsilon, Eta, Iota, Kappa, Zeta, and Mu variants. 

While the CDC says it is monitoring all variants that are being reported in the U.S., the variant known as Lambda, which was first identified in Peru and spread mostly in South America, is not included on its lists of variants of concern, variants of interest, or variants being monitored. 

Experts say one of their concerns is that limited access to vaccines around the world will drive surges in COVID-19 cases, and this will increase the chances that concerning variants will continue to emerge.
Yes, this last statement is worrisome and worrying. Man cannot manage the evolution of the virus and its variants. Only God Who allows them, can. Let us in these last and calamitous days commit our days to Him. He is the Alpha and Omega and only He can Contain all the Characters in the Greek Alphabet used to name the past, present and potential viruses and their variants of Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta,…Omicron, Pi, Rho, Sigma, …Chi, Psi, Omega.

God is the Alpha and Omega. No matter whichever the virus from A to Z, He assures us that He is in Complete Control. We can take Comfort from these Claims of God that He will always be from beginning to end true to His Character as revealed to us in Rev. 22:13; 1:8, 11; 21:6 –
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.

During this period, we went through many experiences we never encountered before. We were subject to “lock-downs”, and of course, lock-ins too and were restricted in our movements and contacts with each other. We had to mask our faces and vaccinate ourselves, not once but at least twice, if not, thrice. There is now even talk of a fourth dose!

In the meanwhile, let us physically continue to Stay Safe, Stay Home; Mask our Noses and Mouths; Keep our Social Distance and Touch Not. Grasping of hands in a handshake is not allowed. We are to greet each other by fisting or elbowing one another – a symbol of Fight has become one of Fellowship! Hopefully the pandemic will decimate into an epidemic and fizzle out with time soon.
For us, believers, it does seem we need to get used to the above or find alternatives to overcome them to fulfil our spiritual obligations. Church leaders have to be aware of them and come up with creative alternatives to see to the needs of their flock to obey the Lord in His commands to the church.

My wife and I, being in our mid-eighties, belong to the vulnerable group. We thank God for the vision of church leaders to find ways for us to meet virtually for fellowship and worship at the Lord’s Supper, to listen to the teaching of the Word and to fulfil the practice of the early church in Acts 2:42: - And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
Referring to the apostles’ doctrine, we thank God for those times when we could sit in via zoom sessions to listen to the Word preached and taught; and for me, when I had opportunities to continue preaching the Word over the Net to a wider audience sans physical and geographical border. This serves as an advantage to me as these days because of my age I do not travel or drive long distances. Hence, no more physical visits to any assembly outside the island of Penang.
For fellowship, apart from the virtual one over the air via zoom, both my wife and I thank God for young adults and friends from the various assemblies paying us home visits to enquire about our welfare and needs. This was an opportunity to know one another better at a personal level. We are also thankful when out of concern for us (two elderly people with our physical handicaps) they even bring us food and provisions or send them over by delivery right to our doorstep. And in these days, distance is no problem as they are delivered to us by parcel delivery even from as far as KL. We would like to thank these loving people here.
For breaking of bread, we thank God we have yet to miss even one occasion during this critical period. Every Lord’s Day, we seized opportunities to “visit” the various assemblies in Penang to meet with them for the Lord’s Supper virtually or physically wherever it was observed in the respective assemblies. Here, we had occasion not only to meet the local saints but other visiting guests from abroad too.

For prayer we continue to attend our assembly hybrid prayer meetings. Because of vision problems driving at night, we had to stay away from the physical meetings. We thank our home assembly for providing these hybrid opportunities for us to be present. 
Talking about driving, my wife and I rejoiced that just this month we were able to renew our diving licences for us to drive until we are 88 and 89 years old respectively. However, we doubt we can even or ever reach the new expiry dates of our licences! My wife has impaired vision in one eye and one ear. I have “wet vision” because of dry eyes to disturb my vision at night. Whenever I could, I became my wife’s driver. But up to when, I just do not know!
This period I also saw the wonders of social media via the Net, Facebook and WhatsApp platforms. Long lost contacts were reconnected. Last month I got reconnected with the secretary of the Specialist Teacher’s Training Institute Christian Fellowship which I started in 1967. When we separated after my course, I lost contact with her. Both of us were trying to reconnect but did not know the whereabouts of each other until I received a WhatsApp text from a stranger last year (after over fifty years!) who somehow got us together again. 
Here was what she wrote: 
My dear Mr Ung:  I give thanks to God to finally able to connect with you this way after all these years.   We surely have so much to catch up…after all these years, I finally started this chat group with my K6 STTI mates about a year and a half ago…Not too many days ago, I asked the group if anyone remembered you.  A couple did and I told them I would like to find you.  L. S. from Teluk Anson told me to look up Gospel Hall website.  I did and saw you were the speaker on Nov 28.  I contacted the church and have been waiting for a reply.  So good of S.K. to contact you and now, what wonderful connections you have with her.   God is indeed watching over all of us…Peace, joy, hope & love, CA.
Then on Jan. 21, 2022 at 11.00a.m. I received an anonymous phone call. It was from a UTM Assoc. Professor of Technology, and nephew of an ustaz who was a colleague of mine in Penang Free School. He claimed to be my ex-student in Sek. Menengah Hamid Khan in 1980/1. He wrote: 

Dear Mr Ung. It’s really nice to hear your voice. Missed you so much! I’m always proud to be one of your students. And, as i told you, I always shared my experiences with you to my students & fellow lecturers, as one of the teachers who inspired me so much.

This is another fruit of faithful service unto the Lord. Do not worry if your service does not seem to be fruitful at the time, it is faithfulness to the Lord that is of utmost importance. Also, in the world it is one’s life and acts that count for the Lord. 
During this MCO period last year, while I was doing my morning walk along Gurney Drive, a cyclist stopped me and asked if I was Mr. Ung, an English/Maths. teacher in Penang Free School. I replied that I was and he expressed almost the same sentiments as the cases above. I was teaching in Penang Free School from 1968-1980. There were other cases, but the above three just happened after 50 years!
I mention these three incidents to encourage my prayer partners out there always to be faithful to the Lord in whatever He has called you unto and to be faithful to Him even though you might nor see any fruit then in your service. They will come most assuredly later when you least expect them.
It is indeed heartening to know that often when one’s faithful service in whatever work the Lord calls us to do might not seem to bear fruit outwardly, but in actual fact it does bear fruit but we may just not know until much later. Reminds me of the fruit plant in my garden quietly growing without any fanfare but later bearing its fruit in due season! 

Yes, in the two-year MCO period, I might find my service for the Lord curtailed in many ways, yet while He shut certain doors, He did open other doors.

Thus, I thank the Lord that He has kept my mind active to still be able to produce helpful sermon outlines to assist some of his saints in the ministry, write short messages of encouragement to the younger saints in their ministry for the Lord, and greet other saints on their important birthdays and anniversaries, as well as post my weekly 900 Lord’s Supper ruminations (since 27th February, 2005 without fail) to help saints prepare themselves to meet the Lord on the Lord’s Day via Gmail, Facebook, and Brethren Today. 
The last two years have also been difficult years for my contemporaries and comrades in arms in the service of the Lord. Mr. Peter Ferry had a heart operation and is still recovering; Mrs. Peggy Ferry is on a wheel-chair and Mr. Daniel Jevaraj, over 90 years old now, is in a Home. A few others had gone home to be with the Lord.  Our circle of friends is getting smaller!

Both of us have our age-associated aches and infirmities too. My wife limps a bit with stiff legs, impaired vision in one eye and hearing in one ear giving her problems in attending physical meetings to listen to the preaching of the Word. I have heart problems with metal parts in my body and postural dizziness slowing down my movements besides age-related aches and pains.
But overall, the Lord has been very good to both of us allowing us still to be able to move around serving the Lord among His people. This year my meetings have been reduced, as follows:
Page of Praise and Prayer Points

	When, Where and What I would be Speaking 

	WHEN
	WHERE
	                                WHAT

	Feb.

	13
20
	BWGH
BWGH


	Differences between The Rapture and The Revelation.
Differences between Trials and Tribulations and The Great Tribulation



	Mar.

	6
13
	SAGH
SAGH


	Pt. 4a - The Commitment in the Christian Priesthood - As Holy Priests
Pt. 4b - The Commitment in the Christian Priesthood - As Royal Priests



	Apr.

	17
24
	BRGH
BRGH
	Pt. 1 – Resurrection Sunday – the First Day of the Week
Pt. 2 – Post Resurrection Day – The Eighth Day of the Week

	May

	15

22
	IGGC

IGGC
	Pt. 4a - The Commitment in the Christian Priesthood - As Holy Priests

Pt. 4b - The Commitment in the Christian Priesthood - As Royal Priests


My wife and I take this opportunity and occasion to wish all of you

A BLESSED (Psa. 1:1) AND A PROSPEROUS (Psa. 1:3) 
CHINESE NEW YEAR
PS. For those interested in listening to my Study on The Chinese New Year 

of the Tiger, you can visit this URL:
https://docs.google.com/viewer?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.berita-bethel-ung.com%2Fmessages-notes%2F2022_Year_of_the_Tiger_2010_repost.doc
