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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

Much water has passed under the bridge of time since I last communicated with you all (1 Feb.) – that would be six months ago. A few have asked verbally and others have communicated in written form to enquire how my wife and I are physically in the face of the challenges of MCO restrictions imposed because of Covid_19. We are thankful to all these concerned saints.
In one way, both of us liked the MCO period in that we had much peace and rest and travelling on the road (whenever open) was a breeze. What was not good was that while we were supposed to have the time of peace and rest at home, it made us lazy and we tended to lie down more though there were always the challenges of tidying up the home which even up today we tended to postpone to another day. 
What saddened us during this period of time was news of the home call of a number of our peers and beloved contemporaries. There were those of our peers whom we would regard to be as strong as bulls and healthy as cows, yet they fell prey to the ravages of illness and were called away without notice while others landed in hospitals and nursing homes to endure a time of loneliness and suffering. 
My Parkinson sister-in-law stood out as a particular case. For almost ten years now she has to endure the disease symptoms, and lately those of unexplained internal coldness and other ailments. She was staying in an air-con nursing home where she was subjected to the cold conditions because the other occupants would not allow the air-con to be turned off. Finally, just last week we managed to find her a non-aircon single room in a new home. Overall, she just wants to go to her home above but that’s not her choice. We too are feeling the strain of caring for her even as she feels the strain of living. Only the Lord can solve this situation.

Yes, it is not unthinkable but it is true that while there were those who would like to linger longer but were compelled to cut short their stay on earth. Among them, also fell those in their twenties and thirties. It set us thinking? What is age after all? It is just a number pinned to someone’s chest of how long he has been on this earth. How he spends his time on this planet during the time he is located here and how he spends it or lives out his life is the important point, not how long he stays. Indeed, we find that our circle of close friends is getting smaller and soon it may just diminish to two dots until finally, they too will disappear. 
King Solomon’s classic piece on life on this earth described so vividly in Ecclesiastes 12:1-12 is ever pertinent today even though written over two thousand years ago. Consequently, I am going to use it to communicate with you, our loving and beloved saints, the current physical and mental condition of my wife and myself instead of replying to each concerned enquiry about either of us. We really thank you for your real personal concern and prayer fellowship.
Thus…
1 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them; 
We are thankful to the Lord that both of us were saved in our early teens, with me coming to know the Lord on 17th September, 1950 and confessing Him in the waters of baptism a month later on 22nd October. For me, I am now into my 72nd year as a Christian and serving Him almost 70 years with over 25 silver years (from 16th October, 1996) in service as a commended worker by Burmah Road Gospel Hall. My wife has been my faithful helpmeet all these years without whose love and care I would find it hard to do what I have been doing for the Lord. She is and has always been my constant companion and partner in life, not to mention, a loving and caring mother for our children as well, bringing them up to know and love the Lord in their growing years. Today all of them love the Lord and are in active service for Him.
2 While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain: 
I am now 85 years with my wife not far behind. Both of us are feeling the ravishes of time physically though we are strengthened in the inner man day by day (cf. Eph. 3:16). Oh yes, if only I could be like Caleb who at the age of 85 could still say to Joshua – (Josh. 14:10-12, NKJV) - And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, as He said, these forty-five years, ever since the LORD spoke this word to Moses while Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now, here I am this day, eighty-five years old. 
Caleb was indeed a unique person that at the age of eighty-five, he could request, As yet I am as strong this day as on the day that Moses sent me; just as my strength was then, so now is my strength for war, both for going out and for coming in. Now therefore, give me this mountain of which the LORD spoke in that day… Indeed, he was unique. God characterised him in Num. 14:24 as My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land where he went, and his descendants shall inherit it.
3 In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble and the strong men shall bow themselves
We have arrived at this stage of our lives. My wife has trouble walking because of previous falls that had affected her spine and her back. I thank God that my legs are still strong because of my daily (except weekends) morning walk in the Botanical Gardens since I retired at age 55. I go there at the break of dawn (6.00a.m.), walk my 4500 steps or 3.5km in 45 minutes and then go for breakfast after that. When my wife can make it, she covers half the distance.
However, these keepers of the house cannot be relied upon these days even when I am at home. Whenever I shift positions, especially when standing up after sitting doing work at the table for an extended time, or from a squatting position when weeding in the garden, on getting up too fast, these keepers tremble and my brain becomes dizzy, with the whole world around me spinning because of my postural hypotension due to my low blood pressure. Consequently, I have experienced a couple of falls already. Fortunately, there had been no bleeding as then it would be a great cause for concern because I am on blood-thinner. 

and the grinders cease because they are few, 
Both of us have lost some of our full set of natural teeth but we thank God we can still enjoy good food of His provision with replaced teeth. Indeed, during the MCO period, a few beloved saints concerned with our isolated condition, would personally hand-delivered their special home-cooked food to us; one sister outside Penang even ordered on-line special provisions to be delivered to our home for our enjoyment. We would like to thank these loving saints.
and those that look out of the windows be darkened,
My wife’s vision is impaired in one eye (retina occlusion), while both of us use artificial lenses to replace our original eyes affected by cataract. We thank God that our vision is still good, though I cannot read well now because of a “watery” and blurred vision caused by my dry eyes and drooping eye-lids. I find it difficult to read print (even the Bible) though I have no problem with computer text which I can always enlarge to suit my vision.
4 And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of musick shall be brought low; 
This is a big problem for my wife who suffers from a hearing impediment. The problem aggravates when attending physical meetings in the assembly because of echoes when using her hearing aids. It is worse when she does not use them. However, over a zoom service, she does better because she uses an extended speaker to listen to the message. For me, I am thankful I can still hear the sweet twitter of whistling birds when they welcome the dawn in the Gardens. 
5 Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, 
Because of our infirmities, we are naturally afraid of heights. She, because of her unsteady legs; me, because of the dizzy spells I experience when changing positions caused by my postural/positional hypotension or low blood pressure. Just three days ago, I fell down the staircase at a bank when I missed the last step. I was heading for a face-down fall but the Lord was good and saved me from such with me only suffering fallen pride when I landed on one knee and one hand thus breaking my fall!
and the almond tree shall flourish – how well it describes our youthful healthy black hair which has now turned white or fallen from the scalp. While we may lose our black healthy crown, we hope that we still retain the wisdom associated with the almond white head.
and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: 
Gone are the days when we can carry heavy weights with our muscular arms and legs. Now even to lift a flower pot in my garden needs extreme care on my part, and definitely the lifting of heavy objects is a no, no to my wife, not to say myself as well. On top of all this, I must confess that grasshoppers are never my friends. They are not my burden, but pests, that destroy the fruitful and flowering plants in my garden!
because man goeth to his long home…Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern. 
All these are happening, not only to us, but also to our peers and contemporaries or even those many years younger, because each one of us has been allotted a specific time on this earth. Only the Lord knows when the silver cord will break and we shall leave for our long, eternal home.  Whether it be he in his golden years at the golden bowl or the pitcher at the fountain of youth all will be broken at the cistern when the time comes, and it is not for us to choose, WHEN!
7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.

Until then, let us continue to remember our Creator and live for Him until it is time for us to return and see Him at Home. In the meanwhile, let us continue to be strengthened in the inner man, while the outer man wasteth away waiting to go to its original home on earth. 

So, this is life and according to Wise King Solomon. At the end of it all, he concluded – (Ecclesiastes 1:1-3 – Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity. What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun? 

He could only conclude at the end of life – (12:13-14) – Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.
In the meanwhile, let me just fill you in with my current ministry for the Lord, as the Lord leads the way and opens and closes the door before us – I being in the way, the LORD led me… Gen. 24:27b

My ministry for the Lord today lies especially in three main areas:

(1) The Teaching of the Word in Writing.

I continue writing my weekly Ruminations to help believers to have a meaningful time spent with the Lord at His Supper. These ruminations are intended to inspire thoughts for the remembrance of the Lord in His death, burial, resurrection and His ministry in heaven to help His saints to remember him as He commanded and to revere Him in Worship. The current Rumination is     No. 910. Rumination No. 1 was written on 27th February, 2005 and has continued to this day every week without fail.  
All these can be found on my personal website at www.berita-bethel-ung.com.

Lately they have also been posted to Facebook every week at https://www.facebook.com/kc.ung.1
and more specifically in Brethren Today an app in Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/brethren2day/?multi_permalinks=4984777878298368&notif_id=1656492513944818&notif_t=group_highlights&ref=notif
They are also available when requested for on subscription. One just needs to write to me at beritabethelung@gmail.com and I shall inform my Webmaster to send it to you by email every Friday or so before Sunday to let you prepare yourself for the Lord’s Day Supper.  Just write to me at the given above email address and supply me with yours.

A few people have requested me to publish these Ruminations in a book with one even ready to sponsor me in its publication. However, I need to see how the Lord leads as it requires a lot of time to edit them before they can be published. And I just do not have the time. Any volunteer?
The Ruminations are unique in that while they may be devotional material, they are specially coordinated for the Lord’s Supper!
It is my hope as the Lord permits to stop at the 1000th Rumination. This will be another 90 or so more weeks (or roughly another two years more) as the Lord allows.
I also contribute on various days in the year to Daily Devotions of Choice Gleanings published by the Gospel Folio Press Yearly Calendar. They are available at customerservice@gospelfolio.com
(2) The Preaching of the Word in the assemblies about four times a year in each of the six assemblies in Penang, viz. Burmah Road Gospel Hall, Island Glades Gospel Centre, Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall, Sungai Ara Gospel Hall, Butterworth Gospel Hall and Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre.  With the last two, I have to minister via Zoom as I find it difficult to drive the long distance of over 20km to visit them. Lately because of my age and physical handicaps I find it difficult to drive over 10km at a stretch. The Lord has shut this door, but has opened the Zoom door for me to serve Him in these two assemblies and others as well.
Thus, on 17th July, I have been invited to speak in one of the meetings in Jalan Imbi Chapel, Kuala Lumpur leading to the celebration of their 160th Anniversary on 31st July because I happen to be in Kuala Lumpur then for a very special event.
I am now more engaged in a teaching ministry rather than in Gospel preaching. These teaching studies are now illustrated with Powerpoint slides. All studies are recorded and stored in my website.  A series, “The Christian Priesthood” has been on for two years already. There are also studies on the Second Return of Christ as The Rapture, The Revelation and the Great Tribulation. 
Below is attached my preaching schedule for the next three months for your prayer fellowship.
(3) Personal Ministry in Missions. The door to missions abroad having been now closed physically for me, I currently continue to serve in an encouragement ministry to remember my missionary brothers and sisters in the Lord in practical fellowship, personal encouragement and individual remembrance of their important days as they celebrate them. Above all, they are in my prayer fellowship, keeping them and their needs before the presence of the Lord regularly or from time to time as the case may be.
Personal Thanks
My wife and I would like to thank all our beloved prayer partners and assemblies for their practical partnership, prayer fellowship and brotherly love extended to us from time to time. 
We value every prayer sent up on our behalf and every hand extended to help us in our service for the Lord that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. (I Tim. 2:2)

Thank you and may the Blessings of God, the Father, the Love of God, the Son and the Enablement of God, the Spirit be your special portion this day and the many days thereafter as He permits. 
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