Burmah Road Gospel Hall

Speakers’ Seminar and Workshop
By KC Ung

13 January, 2013 – 
Pt. 1: The Preparation of A Message.
27 January, 2013 – 
Pt. 2: The Presentation of A Message.
Intro.: Text: 

II Tim. 2:15
· I am not a theologian, a seminarian, a Greek or Hebrew scholar, etc. cf. II Tim. 2:15; Gal. 1:17, 18 ct. Acts 22:3
· To prepare a message basically is to Study a text or passage in Scripture and then Share it with others 
what it  purports to Say as from the Sovereign God. 
· It is not a Talk or Speech which is what the Tongue and Lips say. The Heart may not even be in it.
It is what you personally want to say - not to be a Channel for the Divine Someone to Say His Message where He is the Communicator and you are just the Channel.
· It is a Message – a Matter (Psa. 45:1) from the Lord Burdened on, and Burned into, the Life to say what it says.
Cp. It is the burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.
 (Mal. 1:1, etc.)

· To Prepare a Message therefore one needs to Pray and wait on the Lord, and to Meditate and study His Word. Be on the Lookout for His Leads. 
Therefore: Start early; Study the text; Search other Sources; Scribe your findings.

One needs to Consider:-

(because the Bible was written Centuries ago Communicated in languages and Cultures different from ours and in very varied and Complex Circumstances by over 40 Composite authors who Composed them). 
A. The Tools to prepare a Message– establish a library. 
1. The Bibles – 

a. The Types: textual, with marginal references, study notes, digital, etc.

b. The Translations: literal (expanded/amplified), dynamic and paraphrase. Comparative Versions/Translations.
English Standard Version

The English Standard Version is an English translation of the Christian Bible. It is a revision of the 1971 edition of the Revised Standard Version. The translators' stated purpose was to follow an "essentially literal" translation philosophy. Wikipedia

c. The “Topical” or “Trendy” or Specialised Bibles (?)
2. The Basic Books – exegetical (word for word interpretation), expositional (explanation of a passage), devotional, doctrinal (apologetical), topical, etc.
a. Bible Dictionaries – 
New Unger’s Bible Dictionary; Holman Bible Dictionary; Easton’s Bible Dictionary; Erdman’s Dictionary of the Bible; 
b. Anlytical Dictionaries - Expository Dictionary of Bible Words by Lawrence O. Richards; Word Pictures in the N.T. by A.T. Robertson (6 Volumes); W.E. Vines’ Expository Dictionary; Mounce's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words;
c. Theological Dictionaries* –
The New Dictionary of the Christian Church; Theological Dictioary of the N.T. (10 Volumes)
d. Concordance (Strong, Young, Cruden),

e. Bible Cross References: The New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge.
f. Commentaries 
i. One Volume Commentaries – 
· Jamieson-Faussett-Brown Commentary; 
· Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible; 

· Zondervan Bible Commentary (New International Bible Commentary)

ii. Multiple Volume Commentaroies – 
· The Bible Knowledge Commentary by JF Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck (2 volumes); 
· The Pulpit Commentary of the O.T. & N.T. (77 volumes); 

· The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, edited by Frank E. Gabelein  (12 volumes); 

· Believers’ Bible Commenbtary by William MacDonald  (2 volumes) 

· Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the O.T. (10 Volumes);
· Barnes’ Notes on the O.T. & N.T. (12 volumes); 

· Calvin’s Commentaries (22 volumes);

· The NIV Application Bible Commentary (22 Volumes);

· Jon Courson’s Application Commentary (3 Volumes)

· The Preacher’s Commentary (35 volumes)
iii. Bible Book Commentaries – 
· “Be” Series by Warren Wiersbe
· Geneva Series.

· IVP Series

· Ritchie New Testament Series.

· Emmaus Bible Course Series.

iv. Background Commentaries* – 
· IVP Bible Background Commentary of the O.T. & N.T. 
· The Victor Bible Background Commentary.

v. Bible Outlines Commentary – 
· Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the O.T. & N.T.
· Handfuls on Purpose.

· The Outline Bible

g. Encyclopaedia cf. Handbooks

· Pictorial Encyclopaedia of the Bible (5 Volumes);  
· Zondervan Encyclopaedia of the Bible
· The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (Online) by James Orr (4 volumes, free online)
h. Research studies: other relevant books, etc.
Commentaries for Biblical Expositors by Dr. Jim Rosscup
3. Other Sources:

a. Internet Sources – Use them Discretely.
Their Diversity and usefulness; their Dangers because of Deception; 
Their Dereliction because of Doctrines.
b. Bible Software –
· Its Rich Resources, Simple Search, Comparative Companions, easy Accessible Anecdotes.
· Quickverse; WordSearch; The E-Sword; Logos Bible Software; Olive Tree Bible Software; etc.

Basic QuickVerse on the Desktop – KJV, NRSV, NIV, Strong’s Concordance; Treasury of Scripture Knowledge, Nave’s Topical Bible, 

4. Topical Studies – other books and specific commentaries.
5. Bible Charts, Atlases, etc. etc.

6. Bible Correspondence Courses  - Emmaus (Preach the Word), etc.

The Preparation of a Message

B. The Types of Messages – 
1. The Examples:
a. Based on Topics – In Defence (Apologetic), Doctrinal, Devotional, Day-to-Day (Contemporary/Current), etc.
b. Based on Themes – Studies in Series, etc.
c. Based on Texts and/or Passages – Exposition and Explanation from biblical books, passages ot texts.
2. The Explicit purpose: (A three-fold Ministry Motive.)
He that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.  
I Cor. 14:3

a. Edification – teaching, to build up.

b. Exhortation – devotional, to challenge to live up.

c. Encouragement (comfort) – special message to encourage to look up.

C. The Theme.

1. Analyse it – What is it about?  Why the study?  Study the other topics in the theme. 
2. Approach it – Think on it. Ask the “WH_ questions” – What?, Who?, When?, Why?, Where? (How?)
3. Adhere to it – know the general theme and its specific aim – do not pad and do not sidetrack.
Note to Elders preparing the speakers’ roster: 
Furnish the Main Theme for the Series. 
For the Weekly topics give not only the Texts, but also the sub-themes to link the series together.
Fit Speakers with their Specialised Skills.

D. The Texts.

1. Read the text – Make your message biblical.

Whenever you preach, you should begin with, stay with, and finish with the text. That does not mean you cannot address the issues surrounding your situation. But you must find what God's Word has to say about your particular situation. 

I allow the text to drive the outline of the message and then make application to the church as the points allow. Both dealing with the text and addressing the needs of my church are possible in the same message, but one of them must be in the driver's seat. For me it would almost always be the text.

How to Write Your 'State of the Church' Message by Calvin Wittman on Thursday, December 13, 2007 

2. Review the Context for the Meaning.
a. Allow the language to both Clarify and Create more questions.

b. Apply your skills, and original language resources, to understand the vocabulary, word-order, 
and structural connections.
3. Relate to the Theme. 
Look out for key words and verses and String them into a “Sensible” Orderly Outline.
4. Research the Topic.

5. Record the Results: Write out an outline with Headings and Sub-headings.
This should represent a historically correct account of the author’s unfolding progression of thought. 
E. The Thots.
1. Jot down any thot.
a. Copy the relevant Bible text for easy reference.
b. Compare the text/passage with other translations from Literal to Paraphrastic. 

c. Concentrate on the text and write down any thots that come to mind in any order.
d. Clip out useful notes from commentaries or Bibles and paste them here in any order.
2. Juxtapose the thots.

a. Set your Sight: Allow the Passage to create questions and doubts.
· Who is important to this passage?

· What does not make sense?

· Where did this take place?

· When did this take place?

· Why did God want this story told?

· Why should you tell it to others?

b. Getting to your Goal.

i. Refer to the notes and References jotted down. 
ii. Eliminate unwanted ones; Extract further thots; 
· Know Why you are going to preach and 
· What you want the people to take home. Make it understandable to others.

iii. Explain and Elucidate the thots if needed.
Use your available resources to find visual illustrations that will enhance your Central Topic; 
pictures, video clips, physical objects, etc

iv. Ensure that they do not distract but Enhance the audience’s understanding of the Take Home Truth.

3. Justify the thots.

a. Get a Goal – Summarise the entire message in a Single Sentence.

b. Connect the thots to the Central theme/meaning.

Determine the flow of thought so that you can understand how each specific element 

of the passage can be connected to the central meaning. .
c. Depend on the Spirit’s guidandance intuitively, Develop the thots logically and
“Dress” them creatively in your own words.

d. Check on and Confirm the Correctness of your thots in the Context:

Read what others have written and how they have applied the passage.

Consider the Cultural and theological perspectives

· What is the Historical truth?

· What is the Timeless truth?

· What is the Central Truth?

· What is your Take Home Truth?

The Message must be applied to practical situations.

e. Finetune the Final Message.

i. Introduce the message Inductively, Intuitively, Interrogatively, Illustratively, etc,

ii. Decide on the Form of your preparation.

· Write out in Words (verbatim). 

· Line up in Logical development as questions, statements, etc. – Script it.
· Arrange in Alliterative outlines, point forms.

iii. In the Future days, Think on these Things. 
Phil. 4:8

· Further Read up on the subject. 
· Be aware of Relevant current developments where you may apply the Take Home Truth.
· Commit the Message to God  and to Memory the basic thoughts.

· You are now Ready to present the Message.

Session 2 – The Presentation of the Message.

NOTES:

Rumination 415
for the
Remembrance of our Lord
for

January 13, 2013
See, Saw, Seen
The other disciples…said unto him, We haveseen the Lord.  (Jn. 20:25a)
              But he said unto them, Except I shallsee… I will not believe.  (Jn. 20:25b)
              Jesus saith…, Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed:  (Jn. 20:29a)
            blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.  (Jn. 20:29b)
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R415 Rumination for 13 January, 2013  
by K.C. Ung
The Theme:  See, Saw, Seen

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: The other disciples…said unto him, We have seen the Lord. 

Jn. 20:25a


But he said unto them, Except I shall see… I will not believe.

Jn. 20:25b


Jesus saith…, Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed: 
Jn. 20:29a


blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

Jn. 20:29b
The Thots: 

Intro.:  The English word “see” in its various verbal forms can mean many things and is used to translate specific words in Greek which have different nuances of their own. Consider these Greek words as used 

in John 20 but translated as see, saw or seen or even as know or knew (10 occ) in the KJV selectively chosen 

just for our Rumination:  [Note: The definitions are taken from Strong’s Concordance.]

A. 991. BLEPO, verb = to look at (lit. or fig.):-- Denotes simply voluntary observation.
1. Mary casually saw the stone that covered the tomb rolled to one side; she was puzzled.
  Jn. 20:1

The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, 

unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.

a. Joseph had earlier rolled a great Stone to the door of the Sepulchre to Shut it up.
Jn. 27:60
b. The chief Priests and Pharisees had made the Sepulchre Sure, Sealing the Stone, and Setting a watch. 27:66
How could such a great Stone, Sealed to the Sepulchre, be rolled to one Side? 

Mary could not believe what she Saw.
2. John superficially saw the unoccupied clothes; he was puzzled.
Jn. 20:5

And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.


The Linen clothes were Lying Undisturbed and Unoccupied as if the owner had just vanished into thin air!

B. 2334. THEOREO, to be a spectator of, i.e. to Discern.
1. Peter went into the Sepulchre, and Seeth the linen clothes lie and the napkin, that was about His head, 

not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. 
20:6, 7

Peter could only Stand and Stare as he concluded that this was Something very Strange –

the unoccupied clothes were still lying in their proper position though there was no one in them!


2. Mary was Startled when she “Seeth two angels in white Sitting, the one at the head, 
and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.”
20:12

The two appeared as men but somehow she could discern them as angels!

3. Mary was Shocked as she turned herself back, and Saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 

Mary was so absorbed in her thoughts, that she was Surprised when she Sensed the presence of a Stranger behind her though she was not aware (knew = eido) that it was Jesus. 
20:14

C.  3708. HORAO, to stare at, i.e. to Discern clearly to gaze with wide-open eyes, as at something remarkable. 

1. Mary was Sure she had Seen the Lord, and that He had Spoken…unto her and told the disciples. 20:18
There was no Mistaken identity and no Mistake about it! It was up to them to believe it.


2. The disciples were much Assured and Awed to see the Lord, and they told Thomas about it.
But he did not believe it possible.  
20:25
The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, 

Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, 

and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.

3. Thomas was therefore Astounded when Jesus Appeared before him.

a. He Challenged Thomas: 
20:27

Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, 

and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing.

b. Then Thomas Confessed: My Lord and my God.
20:28

c. And the Lord Confirmed for Thomas regarding Himself:
20:29a

Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed

i. He had Clearly seen the Lord face to face.

ii. He Could even handle the Lord and touch Him.

iii. He had Concluded and Confessed Him as his God and Lord.

d. And the Lord Committed Himself to others who would believe in Him later:

Blessed are they that have not seen (eido = to seem to know, to be aware), and yet have believed.  20:29b

We do not see Him at His table now but we know Him present – 

Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; Here would I touch and handle things unseen;
Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, And all my weariness upon Thee lean.


Ho​ra​ti​us Bo​nar

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 415
Almost two weeks of the new year have passed. What have you seen? What have you known? The blind man healed by the Lord announced what he knew and what he saw regarding the One Who healed him: 

Whether He be a sinner or no, I know [eido] not: one thing I know [eido], that, whereas I was blind, now I see [blepo]. Jn. 9:25 

How was your first week in the new year seeing and knowing the Lord? Check below.

1. Another Greek word which is translated as see, saw, seen is eido 

depending on the context. Here are the occurrences of eido as it is

translated into its various English forms in John 20.

1492. EIDO, prop. to see (lit. or fig.); by impl. (in the perf. only) to know:-- be aware.
a. Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, 

and he saw, and believed. 
20:8
b. When he had so said, he showed unto them His hands and His side. 

Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.
20:20
c. The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen [horao] the Lord. 

But he said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, 

and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, 

I will not believe.
20:25


d. Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen [horao]Me, thou hast believed: 

blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
20:29

Go over the above references and seek to see their meanings in the light of the Greek definition and see what further lessons you can learn as done for you in the main Rumination.



REFLECT.

1492. eido, prop. to see (lit. or fig.); by impl. (in the perf. only) to know:--be aware.

2. Apart from the above, eido is sometimes translated as “know” or “knew” in John 20

in the KJV depending on the context again.

Following are the references where eido is translated as such:-

a. She runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, 
whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord 

out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid Him.
Jn. 20:2

b. For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.
20:9

c. And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them
Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.  20:13

d. And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, 

and knew not that it was Jesus.

20:14

Again go over the above texts and see if you can find out the more subtle meanings underlying the word “know” or “knew” in the light of their respective Greek meaning. Perhaps you may even like to jot down what you know and share it with others this week – the things you must do as a result of what you “see” and “know”.
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder:

The blind man could not see, but he saw. The Pharisees saw, but they could not see!
