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The Theme:  The Year of the Serpent
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The Text: As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so ﻿must the Son of man ﻿be lifted up. Jn. 3:14
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The Year of the Serpent/Snake (29th Jan. 2050)

Intro. The Significance of the Year of the Golden Snake to the Chinese.

A.
The Etymology of the “Serpent”.

1.  Lexicographically: - From Latin, literally. a creeping thing; a snake; 

Figuratively, a malevolent, venomous person. (Webster)
2.  Mythologically: - In antiquity, serpents seemed to have eternal life because of their supernatural  


ability to regenerate by shedding their skin; hence, an icon of worship.

3.  Biblically: From beginning (Gen. 3:1) to end (Rev. 20:2) Scripture portrays Satan in the guise 
of a Serpent. Serpent occurs 38 times in 35 verses in KJV. It translates from 11 Hebrew words in the O.T., and 4 Greek words in the N.T The different Hebrew and Greek names are used without clear distinction, e.g. Ps 58:4; Ps 140:3, etc.

4.   Metaphorically: The serpent has been a continuing symbol of evil and of the evil one, and figuratively Satan is cast as a Serpent, Rev. 12:9; 20:2. 

    Consider also the fiery (Heb., saraph) serpents. 

a.   The Saraph Serpents bit the Israelites – they were Poisonous.             Num. 21:6 cf. Isa. 14:29; 30:6

b.   A Saraph Serpent was placed on a Pole-- it was a Picture of Christ made Sin for us.




Num. 21:8 cf. Jn. 3:14; II Cor. 5:21
c.  The Seraphs (NIV) were the Saraphim, AV) Posted at God’s Throne.  Isa. 6:2, 6 (NIV)

      5. Theologically: Certain theological questions arise.
a. Was Satan in the Garden of Eden?

Jn. 8:44

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.
i. Satan, the Devil, was among the first to be in Eden – from the beginning.
ii. He was the first Liar - He is a liar, and the father of it – 


The serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
Cf. Gen. 3:4, 5
iii. He was the first Murderer - He was a murderer from the beginning



God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.  Cf. Gen. 3:3b
iv. Satan, the prince of this world (Jn.12:31) used all that is in the world to tempt Eve, Thus…

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.
All that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. 

I Jn. 2:16
· The lust of the flesh – the woman saw that the tree was good for food.
Gen. 3:6a

· The lust of the eyes – that it was pleasant to the eyes.
Gen. 3:6b

· The pride of life – a tree to be desired to make one wise.
Gen. 3:6c
Satan was indeed in the Garden of Eden.

b.
Was Satan the Serpent in the Garden of Eden? Yes, Satan was real and the serpent literal.

i. Serpent occurs 5 times in Gen. 3:1, 2, 4, 13, 14

It was one of the created beasts; it probably walked on its legs to move around.
Gen. 3:1a

The serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.
Later it was condemned thus: upon thy belly shalt thou go, 
and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:
Gen. 3:14
ii. Satan could enter into a Serpent or possess it (cf. Satan and Judas, Jn. 13:26, 27 ct. Lk. 22:31f).

iii. The Serpent could also speak?
Cf. Balaam’s ass spoke. Num. 22:28-30

It has been suggested that just as the speaking of Balaam’s ass was a divine miracle,

so the speaking of the serpent was a diabolic miracle. 
J. Oswald Sanders
iv. Satan is referred to as a serpent in…
Rev. 12:9: 20:2

b. Is a Serpent/Snake Satan?  No, serpents are not Satanic.
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The Eschatology of the Serpent.

1.   The Serpent’s “Sting” and Subtlety.                                  Gen. 3:1-7


a. Satan in the Serpent brought about Sin.                              Cf. I Tim. 2:14; II Cor. 11:3

b. Satan in the Serpent brought about Separation (Death).     Gen. 2:17; 3:3, 4 cf. Rom. 5:12

2. The Serpent’s Seed in Prophecy.                                        Gen. 3:14, 15

    a.    The Seed of the Serpent           
versus   
   
The Seed of the Woman


thou shalt bruise his heel.  

it shall bruise thy head

	The Stalking of

the Seed of the Serpent.
	
	The Survival of

the Seed of the Woman*
	* See (b) below

	Cain Slew Abel.
	Gen. 4:8
	Seth born
	Gen. 4:25

	Man’s Seed corrupted.

Flood Swept away Mankind.
	Gen. 6:1-7;

7:21-23a
	Noah and his family Survived.
	Gen. 6:8-10; 7:13ff; 23b

	Man Stayed in Babel.

Man Scattered all over the earth.
	Gen. 11:4, 9
	Abraham and his Seed Selected to possess the land.
	Gen. 12:1-3; 

15:5-8; 18-20

	Newborn Sons drowned in the Nile.
	Exo. 1:22
	Moses Saved alive.
	Exo. 2:10

	Israel Stung by fiery (Poisonous) Serpents.
	Num. 21:6
	Remnant Saved by a fiery Serpent on a Pole.
	Num. 21:8

	Samuel and God rejected; 

Saul chosen as Sovereign.
	I Sam. 8:7; 9:15, 16
	David’s Seed to Sit on his throne.
	II Sam. 7:12, 15, 16

	Jeconiah’s Seed cursed.
	Jer. 22:28, 30

Cf. Mt. 1:11
	The Seed of the Woman blessed. See (b) below
	Mt. 1:16ff

	Herod’s Slaughter of the Innocents.
	Mt. 2:16-18
	Shelter in Egypt.
	Mt. 2:13-15


b. The Serpent’s Seed Struck or the Survival of the Woman’s Seed.

i. At the Birth of the Woman’s Seed.

· The Seed of the Serpent Struck - Jesus “born” of Joseph could not sit on David’s throne

· Solomon’s line Cursed through Coniah (Jer. 22:28, 30 Cf. Mt. 1:11)– Joseph was from this line!

· The Seed must be from David’s line to be David’s Son – Jesus was not Joseph’s real Son.
· The Seed of the Woman Survived – Jesus COULD sit on David’s Throne because He was …
      

· The Real Son of Mary from David’s line thro’ Nathan - He Escaped the Curse. Mt. 1:16; Lk. 3:31

· The Legal Son of Joseph by adoption; thus, He was Entitled to the Throne. 
Mt. 1:24, 25

· The Royal Son of David – David’s Eternal Son to sit on David’s Throne.
Psa. 89:29, 34- 36
ii. At the Death of the Woman’s Seed.

· The Serpent’s Seed bruised the Heel of the Woman’s Seed – He Died (Isa. 53:5), but He Rose again!!   
· The Woman’s Seed bruised the Head of the Serpent’s Seed –  through death He might destroy

Him that had the power of death, that is, the devil 
 Heb. 2:14-16 
c. The Serpent’s Seed Stricken
The Prince of this World is Judged.

John 16:11

i. The Serpent as the Prince of the air is judged for the Present.
Eph. 2:2 cf. Jn. 16:11

ii. The Serpent cast down to earth to Persecute it for 3 ½ years.
Rev. 12:9 cf. 12:6

· He will be the Great Red Dragon on earth.

Rev. 12:9 cf. 12:4

· He was the Accuser of the brethren in heaven.
Rev. 12:10

iii. The Serpent cast into Prison for 1000 years.
Rev. 20:2, 3

iv. The Serpent cast into Perdition for Eternity.
Rev. 20:10
C. Exhortations based on the Serpent.  
In this year of the Snake …

1. Be Aware and Cautious of Serpentine Danger - 


The Serpent’s Style and Strategy remains the Same (Past and Present) with some variations.
	In Paradise
In Paradise

Gen. 3:1-7
	In the Wilderness (Past)

Matt. 4:1-11
	In The World (Present)

I Jn. 2:16

	the tree was good for food, (6)
	If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. (3)
	The Lust of Flesh.

	it was pleasant to the eyes, (6)
	All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. (9)
	The Lust of the Eyes.

	desired to make one wise, (6)
	He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: … they shall bear thee up,… (6)
	The Pride of life.


a. Serpents often Strike from hiding, biting without warning.
Gen. 49:17

b. Serpents can Steal away (beguile) your simplicity in Christ Jesus.   II Cor. 11:3 cf. Gen. 3:1

2. Avoid a Serpentine Character – it is Devilish.

a.
Human Snakes’ Hit out at others – their words are sharp and Deadly.
Psa. 140:3

b.
Human Snakes Hatch evil Deeds which multiply like serpents’ eggs.
Isa. 59:5, 6

3. Assimilate the Combined Charm of the Serpent and the Dove.
Mt. 10:16

a.
Obey Christ’s Commission to be sent out.


Mt. 10:16a

b.
Observe Christ’s Combination of Caution:



Mt. 10:16b

i. Avert the Cunningness and Craftiness of the Serpent.

ii. Avoid the Stupidity and Silliness of the Dove.

iii. Adopt the Wisdom (Wariness), but not the Wiliness of the Serpent to Escape in a Hostile World, 

And the Simplicity (Harmlessness), but not the Silliness of a Dove in a Hard-hearted World.


Either, without the other is bad - one without the other is either rascality or gullibility.

4. Anticipate the Coming of the Millennial Dawn when serpents …

a.
will no more be dangerous but will be the friends of infants.

Isa. 11:8

b.
will no more be carnivorous but will live harmoniously with all others.
Isa. 65:25; Mic. 7:17

WISHING ALL OF YOU A PROSPEROUS (Josh. 1:8; Psa. 1:3) 

BOUNTIFUL AND A FRUITFUL CHINESE NEW YEAR

To the Saints of Chinese Ethnicity.
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