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(or THE YEAR OF REALITY)

 By K. C. Ung

                                 1993, 2005 – Chinese New Year of the Rooster

14 Jan.  Nilai GC                                 16 Jan.  Bangsar GC       

30 Jan.  BMGC                                   06 Feb. Butterworth GH

13 Feb. Burmah Road GH(Eng).         13 Feb.  Burmah Road GH (Ch.)

20 Feb.  Sg. Nibong GH (Pt. 1)            27 Feb. Sg. Nibong GH (Pt. 2)             

06 Mar. Sg. Ara GH                             13 Mar. Island Glades GC

17 Apr.  Elim GH                                 29 Apr. Kota Bahru GC

1 May   Kota Bahru GC                       12 June Kledang CC

          27 Nov. Sri Damansara GC

Intro: 2005 is the Year of the Rooster. The Chinese regard it as a Year of Prosperity and Peace. As the Cockerel's Confident Crow is often the harbinger of dawn in rural China, the Chinese believe that the advent of the Year of the Rooster heralds good fortune for all. Tradition has it that the Year of the Rooster is a year of achievement.

What has the Bible to say about the Rooster or the Cockerel?

The Rooster Year should be the Year for facing Reality – for Repentance, Restoration, Revival and Renewal.

Rooster or Cockerel is the Greek word "alektor" [al-ek'-tore]

1) Its Recurring Occurrences 
- 12 times in 11 verses.




   Mt. 26:34, 74, 75; Mk. 14:30, 68, 72 (2x); Lk. 22:34, 60, 61; Jn. 13: 38

2) Its Relevant Occasions 
- 2 times.

· With ref. to Peter's Stumbling and denial.


See above  #(1)

· With ref. to the Sounding of the watches.
Mk. 13:35 – Gk. alektorophonia = cockcrowing

· 1st watch, evening:
1800-2100 hours or 6 - 9pm.

· 2nd watch, midnight:
2100-2400 hours or 9pm to midnight.

· 3rd watch, rooster crowing:
0000-0300 hours or midnight to 3am – the watch when the cock crew. Jn. 18:27

· 4th watch, dawn…
0300-0600 hours or 3am to 6am.

3) The Rooster’s Other counter-part - "the Hen" Gk. ornis = a bird, used only of a hen in the N.T; Mt. 23:37; Lk. 13:34

· The Lord’s Longing for His People, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings so naturally for shelter. 
23:37b

· His People killing His sent-Prophets as the hen’s brood would never do willfully in rejecting their mother.
23:37a

· The People in making a Pick were solely responsible for their Choice, that, of Consequent Condemnation. 
23:38, 39

A. THE COCK SHALL CROW

Or The Year for facing Reality.

1. The Prophecy that Prompted Peter to Speak.
Mk. 14:27, 28 cf. Zech. 13:7-9
a. The Shepherd Smitten – so would Christ be, the Man Who is My (God’s) Fellow
Zech. 13:7

b. The Sheep Scattered – so would the disciples be, including Peter.

Zech. 13:7 cf. Mk. 14:50

c. However, the Stricken Shepherd would Rise again to lead the Remnant.

Zech. 13:8, 9
As for Peter, no, he would Stand firm and be Strong – he would not Stumble!
See #2 below

2. The Pride that led to Peter's Stumbling and Denial

a. His Personal Boast.


i. He Boasted Egoistically
- "Even though all become deserters, I will not."
Mk. 14:29, NRSV, 

ii. He Bragged Emphatically
- Although all shall be offended, yet will not I.
cf. Mt. 26:33 - will I never

Cf. Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.
Pro. 27:1


Cf. Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.
I Cor. 10:12

b. His Persistent Boast.


i) He Crowed Confidently
- though I should die with Thee, yet will I not deny Thee.
Mk. 14:31

· He was prepared to die WITH Jesus. 
though I should die with Thee
Cf. Mt. 26:35; Lk. 22:33, 34

· He was prepared to die FOR Jesus.
I will lay down my life for Thy sake. 
Jn. 13:37, 38

· Ct. Christ’s Testimony of Reality.
Jn. 10:11, 15, 17, 18

· Ct. Peter’s Test of Reality.

Mk. 14:33, 37, 66-72

ii) 
He Confirmed the more Vehemently.
I will not deny Thee in any way.

Mk. 14: 31a

iii) 
His Companions joined in Eloquently.
Likewise also said they all.

Mk. 14:31b

3. The Prediction concerning Peter's Sorrowful Downfall

a. 
The Statement of the Prediction.





Mk. 14:30

i. It’s Solemn.
Verily
ii. It’s Specific.
I say unto thee, (Peter) that this day, even in this night

iii. Its Sign.
before the cock crows twice

(twice, only here)
iv. Its Sad fact.
thou shalt deny Me thrice.

“deny” as Mk. 8:34 
b. 
The Seriousness of the Prediction.
Lk. 22:31, 32 cf. I Pet. 5:8

i) 
Satan's Desire for the disciples.
- Satan hath desired to have you  (plural); …demanded to sift all of you, NRSV

ii) The Saviour's Defence of Peter
- But I have prayed for thee
(sing.) 

· Re. his Repentance.
- I have prayed...that thy faith fail not
· Re. his Restoration.  
- and when thou art converted


cf. Mk. 16:7
· Re. his Re-commission. 
- strengthen thy brethren  



cf. Jn. 21:15-17
4. 
The Path leading to Peter's Slide and Downfall.


a. 
His Fervency for Jesus.
- See above #A1
- Depending on one’s Self to do God's Work


b. 
His Failure at Gethsemane.
- Mk. 14:37, 38
- the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is Weak.


c. 
His Following Jesus afar off.
- Mk. 14:54a
- Not keeping step with the Lord in one’s Walk.



d. 
The Fire that warmed him. 
- Mk. 14:54c
- Compromising with the World 



5.
Peter's Pathetic and Sad Downfall

a. The First Denial.
Mk. 14:67 cf. Jn. 18: 17

i. The Charge or Accusation:
Thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth.

v. 67


ii. The Denial of Ignorance: 

I know not, neither understand I what thou sayest.
v.  68

b. The Second Denial.

i. The Charge of Association: This is one of them.
v .69 cf. Lk. 22:58

ii. The Denial of Innocence.
He denied it again – I do not know the Man.
v. 70 cf. Mt. 26:72 ct. 16:13, 16

c. The Third Denial.

i. The Charge of Accent:
thou art a Galilaean, and thy speech agreeth to this. v. 70b

ii. The Denial in Indignation:
But he began to curse and to swear, saying, 

I know not this man of whom ye speak.

v. 71


Note: Compare * Christ's Oath which Testifies to the Truth.
Mk. 14:62, 64      



* Peter's Oath which Sanctifies the Lie.

Mk. 14:71

B. THE COCK CROWED  
or the Year for Repentance, Restoration and Renewal. Mk. 14:72

And the second time the cock crew!
Mk. 14:72 cf. 30, 68
1.
Jesus looked at Peter, Peter Remembered.
Called to mind 


Mk. 14:72 cf. Lk. 22:61a

2. 
Peter looked at Jesus, Peter Repented.

He wept (bitterly).

Mk. 14:72 cf. Mt. 26:75

3. 
Jesus remembered Peter, Peter Restored.
… and Peter.


Mk. 16:7

a.
Peter Restored and Renewed to LOVE. 
Lovest thou me more than these?
Jn. 21:15-17

i. Lovest (agapao) thou Me?
Thou knowest that I love (phileo) Thee. 
Feed (bosko = fr. pasture) My lambs

ii. Lovest (agapao) thou Me?  
Thou knowest that I love (phileo) Thee.
Feed (poimaino = shepherd) My sheep

iii. Lovest (phileo) thou Me?  
Thou knowest that I love (phileo) Thee.
Feed (bosko) My sheep

b.
Peter Re-commissioned to CARE.




Feed my lambs/sheep.
C. 
“THE COCK IS CROWING”

Mk. 13:35
or the Year for Revival.


The Crowing of the Cock marks the third of the four "watches" –0000-0003 hours or midnight to 3am.

1. 
The Clarion Call to Awake.


NOW 


Rom. 13:11 cf. II Cor. 6:2b

a. 
NOW is time to wake up from Sleep 

Now is the Accepted time



b. 
NOW is time to greet our Salvation.

Now is the day of our Salvation.
2. 
The Challenge to be Alive.


LET US


Rom. 13:12-14
a. 
LET US cast off the works of darkness
v. 12a

b. 
LET US put on the armour of light

v. 12b

c. 
LET US walk honestly as in the day

vv. 13-14

Cf. Col. 3:8-17
Wishing all 

A Blessed, Fruitful 

And Prosperous (Josh. 1:8)

Chinese New Year
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