151.  Rumination for Dec. 30, 2007 and Jan. 01, 2008
by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
Behold, I make all things new.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  The One…on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new."
 Rev. 21:5, NRSV
The Thots: 

Intro.: And He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. 
Rev. 21:5, KJV


And He said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful [or Trustworthy and True, NRSV]
As we approach the New Year, let us Remind ourselves of some of the New Things the Lord has made or is making.
A. The Lord’s New Creation.
II Cor. 5:17, KJV

If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
II Cor. 5:17, NIV

1. Our Old Man is Crucified with Him…we (now) should walk in newness of life.
Rom. 6:6, 4
2. We are now Clothed with the newly Created Self, the Old Self has been Stripped off.



a. Put away…your old self… be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and…clothe yourselves 

with the new self, created…in true righteousness and holiness. 
Eph. 4:22-24, NRSV
b. You have stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, 
3. 
which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its Creator.
Col. 3:9, 10, NRSV
4. The Old Leaven has been purged. We are now a new Lump.
II Cor. 5:7

Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. 
B. The Lord’s New Covenant.
Heb. 8:13
1. The Lord’s Covenants with Israel.
a. The Old Covenant was made with Israel – it was not Faultless.
Heb. 8:7- 9
If that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second.

Finding fault with them… because they continued not in my covenant…I regarded them not, saith the Lord.
b. A New Covenant will be made with Israel in the Future.
Heb. 8:8


Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with…Israel: - 
Heb. 8:10-12
i.  I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: 
ii. I will be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people: all shall know Me, from the least to the greatest.
iii. I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.

With the new covenant, He hath made the first old… which…is ready to vanish away. 
Heb. 8:13
2. The Lord’s New Covenant with the Church.
Heb. 12:23, 24

a. Jesus is the Mediator of this New Covenant.

To the general assembly and church of the firstborn…and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant
b. It was Made in His blood with the Many.
Mt. 26:28, NRSV

This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
c. In the Manner the Lord instructed for His Supper, we are to keep His Memory alive.
I Cor. 11:25, 26, NRSV


In the same way He took the cup also…saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."


For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
C. The Lord’s New City.

1. Abraham Sighted it: For He looked for a city…whose Builder and Maker is God. 
Heb. 11:10
2. The OT Saints Sought it: For they…declare plainly that they seek a country.

Heb.  11:14-16

But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God: for He hath prepared for them a city.

3. John Saw it: I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven. Rev. 21:2, 10
4. Mount Sion is where the Church is heading for: 
 Heb. 12:22

But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. 
D. The Lord’s New Calendar  – New Year Day


This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.
Exo. 12:2


Today we Remember the New Things the Lord has made and will make. New Year Day is round the corner.  

1. 
Let us Resolve for the year that lies ahead…
2. Like Moses: Teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.
Psa. 90:12

3. Like Joshua: As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.


Josh. 24:15
4. Like Paul: Forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,
5. 
…I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
Phil 3:13, 14
Another year is dawning, dear Father, let it be In working or in waiting, another year with Thee.
Another year of progress, another year of praise, Another year of proving Thy presence all the days.


Fran​ces R. Hav​er​gal
Reflections for This New Year Week
R151

1. On 31st December, many assemblies and churches come together for a Watch-night Service. 
Over the years, this service has evolved into many forms so that today many have strayed away from what it was supposed to be originally. And many do not know what it was like before.
How will your Watch-night Service be this year? 

Here are some extracts to remind us of what a Watch-night Service was in those early years:
a. Extract from Crowther Portraiture of Methodism, 2nd Ed 1815 pp282


[http://www.isle-of-man.com/manxnotebook/methdism/wnight.htm]  

Watch-Nights

It may be proper to give some account of a watch-night. When these are kept according to their original design, and the practice of Mr. Wesley, they do not conclude till midnight. In many places, however, they have of late begun and concluded earlier. A watch-night, that is held till midnight, usually begins about half past eight o'clock. The service consists of a short suitable sermon, and then the rest of the time is occupied in alternate singing and prayer. For this service we have an appropriate set of hymns. However, it is common, in addition to the sermon at the beginning, for some other preacher or preachers, to give a word of exhortation at intervals. 

These seasons are generally very solemn and impressive. [Emphasis, mine]

Reference: Johnathan Crowther A Portraiture of Methodism or a History of Wesleyan Methodists (2nd Ed) 1815 London

b. Extract from WATCHNIGHT SERVICE written by Rev. Nancy C. Townley 

[http://www.cokesbury.com/pdf/worshipconnection/WatchnightService.pdf]

December 31 or January 1

Premise: The final night of the year finds many Christians reflecting on the events of the past and looking ahead to the future. This is a night devoted to a new covenant with our Lord, to a new commitment to witness and service. [Emphasis, mine] The focus should be light and hopeful, not dwelling on the past, but acknowledging it and looking to the future with renewed hope and enthusiasm. The emotional tempo of the service should be relatively quiet and reflective in the beginning moving toward confident energy at the end. The service may begin at 11 p.m. and conclude slightly past midnight, or it may be held on New Year's Day. 

Scriptures: Eccl. 3:1-13, Ps. 8 (UMH 743), Rev. 21:1-6a, Mt. 25:31-46

c. Extract from by C. H. SPURGEON (1834-1892)


[http://www.biblebb.com/files/spurgeon/0059.htm]

Watch-Night Service, December 31, 1855

If it be enquired why I held a Watch-night, let the answer be—because I hoped that the Lord would own the service, [Emphasis mine] and thus souls might be saved. I have preached at all hours the gospel of Jesus, and I see no reason why I may not preach at midnight, if I can obtain hearers. I have not done it from imitation, but for the best of reasons—the hope of doing good, and the wish to be the means of gathering in the outcasts of Israel. God is my witness, I would preach every hour of the day, if body and mind were equal to the task. When I consider how souls are being damned and how few there are who mourn and cry over them, I am constrained to cry with Paul, "Woe is me if I preach not the gospel." Oh, that the new year may be far better than the last.

2. Reflect on what you will be Reviewing of the Past, on what you will be Remembering and be Reminded of of the Present, and on what you will Resolve for the Prospective future as you prepare yourself to attend your assembly’s/church’s Watch-night Service this year.

My wife and I take this occasion to wish You 

A Blessed and Fruitful New Year, 2008
