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The Text:  He is the mediator of a better covenant… established upon better promises
Heb. 8:6
The Thots: 

A. The Charter of the New Covenant.
Jer. 31:31-37

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD that I will make a new covenant with… Israel…and… Judah:

1. Its Place: it replaces the Old Covenant – 

a. The Old is not Perfect. 
Heb. 8:7, 8

For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second.

Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.
Heb. 8:13
b. The New has better Promises: 
Heb. 8:6

He is the Mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.
2. The Parties: God, Israel and Judah
Jer. 31:31
I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:

Note: the Northern and Southern tribes will be united as one again.
Cf. Eze. 37:19, 21, 22

He will keep His Covenant with Abraham and His Earthly Seed.
Rom. 11:1, 2

I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, 
of the tribe of Benjamin. God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew.

a. God will not Cast Israel aside as long as the following do not Cease: 

Jer. 31:35, 36, 37

i. The Sun Shines by day and the Moon and Stars by night.
Jer. 31:35a

ii. The Sea waves continue to Roll and Roar.
Jer. 31:35b

b. Or if Man Can…

i. Measure the Heights of Heaven.
ii. Or Fathom the Foundations of the deep at its deepest.

c. Then I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD.
3. The Period:
Eze. 31:33

This shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, i.e. after their days of …
a. Rejection of the Messiah: He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. Jn. 1:11
b. Repentance concerning what they did to the Messiah: 
Zech. 12:10, 11

i. They shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, 
ii. and they shall mourn for Him…In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem.

c. And Restoration unto Him: 
Zech. 8:13

And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the heathen, O house of Judah, 

and house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong.

4. The better Promises. The Covenant will be Spiritual, …
Jer. 31:33, 34 
i. Unilateral and Unconditional – I will…they shall…

I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts

and will be their God, and they shall be My people…they shall all know Me.

ii. And Universal with…
· God’s Law written in their Hearts – I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts
· God’s Knowledge in their Heads – they shall all know Me
iii. And no more Unforgiven sins – for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.
B. The Contract of the New Covenant. 
1. It will be Enacted with Israel and Judah on a future day.
Jer. 31:31, 33, 35
(See # above)
2. It has been Extended to the Church for the present day.
Heb. 9:15, NRSV
a. The Conditions of the New Covenant have been extended to the Church and Jesus is the Mediator.
For this reason He is the Mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, because a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions under the first covenant.

i. His Death made it possible – the Law in the Old Covenant Demanding Death for sin has been Discharged.

ii. His Shed blood Sealed the Covenant for us – 
Lk. 22:20

This cup is the new testament (covenant, NRSV) in my blood, which is shed for you.



b. The Commemoration of the New Covenant is in the Lord’s Supper.

Now we are to drink of the cup in Remembrance of Him as often as we can.
I Cor. 11:25, NRSV
"This cup is the new covenant in My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."
There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel's veins;



and sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains. 
William Cowper
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 169

1. Many Christian Groups believe that God has put aside Israel and all His promises to Abraham and to Israel in the New Covenant no more apply to Earthly Israel, but to spiritual Israel, i.e. the Church which is the spiritual seed of Abraham.

In the light of what was written in #A.2 above and Jer. 31:35-37, do you think that God has cast aside Israel for the Church? 
Consider also what was promised in God’s covenant with David in Psa. 89.

Psa. 89:3, 4:

I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn unto David My servant, 

Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all generations. Selah.
Psa. 89:28, 29:
My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and My covenant shall stand fast with him.

His seed also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven.
Psa. 89:34-37:

My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.

Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David.

His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me.

It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.

Do you think God will ever break His covenant with Abraham, with David and with the house of Israel and the house of Judah as stated in the New Covenant? Reflect.

2. Likewise do you think God will ever break His New Covenant with the Church of which Christ is the Mediator and sealed with His own shed blood?  Do you believe that God has forgiven you your sins and transgressions against Him as promised in the New Covenant? 
Jer. 31:34 – 
for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more


Cf. Heb. 8:12 – 
For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 


iniquities will I remember no more.
Heb 10:17 – 
And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.

Reflect.
