R217 (R6).  Rumination for April 05, 2009 [Anticipating Good Friday 10, April]
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Behold…the Cross!
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Behold … every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him.
Rev. 1:7
The Thots: 

Intro.:  “Behold” translated from ide and idou are imperative moods…of eidon, “to see,” 


calling attention to what may be seen or heard or mentally apprehended in any way.  
W.E. Vines

A. Behold, the Lamb of God.
Jn. 1:29, 36

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

1. John was calling Attention to Jesus – the Man and His Mission.
Jn. 1:29

a. Jesus, the Man – Behold the Lamb of God.
b. Jesus, His Mission – Who takes away the sin of the world!
NIV
2. John was Attributing to Jesus the Character of the Passover Lamb – Chosen out and prepared for sacrifice.


For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
I Cor. 5:7

a. On the 10th day of the first month, a lamb without blemish was Selected.
Exo. 12:3, 5


In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb.
b. On the 14th day, it was Sacrificed.

Exo. 12:6

Ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly…shall kill it.
· Jesus introduced to the public at His baptism until sacrificed on the cross to take away the sin of the world.
· He was the perfect Lamb without blemish and without spot…sacrificed for us…
I Pet. 1:19; I Cor. 5:7
On the Cross!

B. Behold, the Man.
Jn. 19:5

1. The Father made a body for the Son to be Man – a body hast Thou prepared Me:
Heb. 10:5
a. Because the Father was not Pleased with Past sacrifices that could not take away sin.
Heb. 10:6

In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin Thou hast had no pleasure.

b. And the Son Willingly offered Himself to do the Father’s Will.
Heb. 10:7

Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of Me,) to do Thy will, O God.
2. Thus, the Son was made in the likeness of…and Fashioned as a man.
Phil. 2:7

a. And when the fulness of the time was come, God sent Forth his Son, made of a woman…
Gal. 4:4
b. As Man, His Mission was primarily to do His Father’s Will –
Jn. 4:34



My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to Finish His work.

c. Thus, in Gethsemane, He Surrendered HimSelf to His Father’s Will.
Lk. 22:42



Father, if Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me: nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done.

d. And He became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.


On the Cross!

C. Behold, your King!
Jn. 19:14 cf. 12:15
  
And he (Pilate) saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! 

1. As a Babe, He was Born King of the Jews.
Matt. 2:2

a. But the Jews Rejected Him, We have no king but Caesar.
Jn. 19:15

b. And the Romans Ridiculed Him, Hail, King of the Jews!
Matt. 27:29

2. However, Pilate Proclaimed Him Jesus, of Nazarath, the King of the Jews
Jn. 19:17

in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin

On the Cross!

D. Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself.
Lk. 24:39
After the Cross!
Today, the bread and the cup proclaim, as the Host invites:

Behold My hands and My feet;

 Reach here thy hand, and thrust it into My side,

That it is I Myself: handle Me, and see;

What, O dear saint, bidden to this Supper divine,

Would you say at this moment of time?
Like the Jews, We have no king, but Caesar,
Or would it be like Thomas acclaiming in word and thought – 

My Lord and My God.



As we Remember Him.


KC Ung

REFLECTIONS FOR THE Week
R 217

1. Behold is a favourite word of acclamation used by John to draw attention to somebody, 

something or some truth that is amazing. In his Gospel, he uses it 19 times; in his epistles, 


once (I Jn. 3:1) and in Revelation, 26 times in 25 verses in the KJV.
As we enter Passion Week, from Palm Sunday (beginning with Jesus’ triumphal entry on the back of a colt as prophesied in Zechariah 9:9) through Easter Sunday (Resurrection Sunday),  let us reflect on a few of John’s Behold’s in relation to Christ’s journey to the cross as recorded in his Gospel:

· The Amazing Fulfilment of Old Testament Prophecy:
(John 12:14, 15)  And Jesus, when He had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, 
Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt.

· The Amazing Prediction of Jesus’ disciples Forsaking Him on His way to the Cross:
(John 16:32) Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave Me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.

· Pilate’s Amazing confession that he found no Fault in Jesus:
(John 19:4) Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him 
forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in Him.

· Jesus’ Amazing love for His mother to Fortify, care and provide for her in His last moments:
(John 19:26, 27)  When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple standing by, 
whom He loved, He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith He to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.

· See the main Rumination above for the Following: 
(John 19:5) 
Behold the Man!

(John 19:14) 
Behold your King!

(John 20:27) 
Behold My hands.
The above amazing Facts show Forth the Person and character of our Lord and His Passion for His loved ones (and us) as He slowly made His way to the cross. 

As the Christian world meditates on these thoughts during Passion Week, will you REFLECT on the above Amazing Facts and REFLECT on your Passion for Him this week.

2. John also records some amazing Features concerning the Lord’s triumphant return from heaven:
· The Amazing Statement of the Lord after His Resurrection:

(Rev 1:18)  I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen
[See also next Lord’s Day Special Easter Sunday Rumination.].

· The Amazing Sight of the Lord’s Return to earth:
(Rev 1:7)  Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him. Even so, Amen.
· The Amazing Sureness of His return and our Responsibilities:
(Rev 3:11) Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.
(Rev 22:7) Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book.
(Rev 16:15) Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, 
· The Amazing Sovereign’s promise of Renewal of all things:
(Rev 21:5) And He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. 
And He said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.
Do you truly and sincerely believe all that He has promised with regard to His Return? If so, what do you think are your Responsibilities while waiting for Him to Return? REFLECT.
