R265_ Rumination for 7th March, 2010.

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Worship Him
The Text: 
We… are come to worship Him.

Mt. 2:2
The Thots:

A. The People – “we” - when Jesus was born…there came wise men from the east...
Mt. 2:1,  2
1. They were the Astute Magi, wise men from the east.

NIV
2. Were they Astronomers? for we have seen His star in the east.
3. The question they Asked: Where is He that is born King of the Jews?


B. The Prediction

1. Were they familiar with Balaam’s prophecy?

Num. 24:17

There shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel.
2. Were they familiar with Zechariah’s prophecy?
Zech. 9:9

Rejoice greatly…O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee.
3. Were the Magi familiar with Micah’s prophecy of the Messiah?
Mt. 2:2a, 5 cf. Mic. 5:2
Where is He that is born King of the Jews?
Thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not 
the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor…

C. The Purpose – we…are come to worship Him.
Mt. 2:2
1. They had travelled over a long Distance of Days (weeks or months)?
a. They first Saw the Star in their country, when Jesus was born in Bethlehem.

Where is He that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen His star in the east.
b. When they Came to Bethlehem, Jesus was already a Child.

Mt. 2:11a
When they were come into the house, they saw the young Child
Cf. After Jesus was born in Bethlehem…wise men from the East came to Jerusalem. Mt. 2:2, NRSV
2. Their Purpose was to worship the Promised Child Who should come.

Mt. 2:2

We… are come to worship Him
a. The Search led them to Herod – in the days of Herod…came wise men from the east.
b. But instinctively they Suspected his motives though he also claimed to want to worship Him. Mt. 2:8

When ye have found Him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship Him also.

c. The Star reappeared to lead them to where Jesus was born.
Mt. 2:9
Lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over 
where the young Child was.

D. The Preoccupation – We… are come to worship Him
Mt. 2:2
1. They were Occupied Only with Jesus.
Mt. 2:11


They saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him:
a. Mary was holding the Baby Jesus, but they worshipped only Him.

b. When they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts.

2. They came Prepared with Presents to give Him

a. They gave Him Gold – were they conscious of His Coming Majesty or Current Deity?

b. They gave Him Frankincense – were they conscious of His Humanity of Sweet-Savour?
c. They gave Him Myrrh – were they conscious of His coming Voluntary and Vicarious Death?

E. The Picture of our Preoccupation with Christ at the Lord’s Supper.
1. We are Come to remember and worship Him as He Commanded us.
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

2. Let us be Shut in with Him by Shutting Out all Other thoughts except of Him as we remember Him.
This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:25

Cf. when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only.
Mt. 17:8
3. Let us Worship Him for…Thou art Worthy, O Lord…

to receive glory and honour and power: 

for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were created.
And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art Worthy…
Rev. 4:11
for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation.
Rev. 5:9
Kneel with the wise men! ’tis the Lord of all, At Whose feet the saints above now adoring fall!
Offer your rarest, own Him as your Lord; His a royal service with great reward.
Homage we render, Thou King and Defender! 
Kneeling with wise men great, at love’s holy shrine. 

All lands shall own Thee! As Lord shall enthrone Thee! 



Thine is the kingdom, and the glory Thine!  
Bur​ton H. Wins​low
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R265
1. We… are come to worship Him.
Each week, on each Lord’s Day we attend the Lord’s Supper. 
· Do we do so with a Preparation in our walk through the previous week?

Have we been conscious of our relationship with Him in His dealings with us? 
When the Lord’s Day approaches do these hours spent with Him peak for us to be able to think back of what we have learned from and of Him during the week so that we are ready to remember and revere Him?

Some ways to do this are:

Spending time with the Lord, speaking to Him and meditating on His Word before we go to meet Him at the Lord’s Table;
Waking up early on the Lord’s Day to do the above that it may not be just a last-minute rush to get to the meeting.

Making use of the Rumination to get further help to prepare ourselves to be used and led by the Spirit as we meet with His saints to remember Him.
· Do we do so with the Purpose of coming to worship Him? 
We will not allow distractions of mundane affairs to disturb our thoughts.

We shall purpose to focus them on Him and Him alone as we pay attention to what is said, sung, and read in the scriptures that they all speak of Him, and Him only. 
As we sit humbly in our seats let us listen to the voice of the Spirit to lead us in worship.

Is the Lord’s Supper of such import to us that we are prepared to go to such lengths to prepare ourselves to worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness?
REFLECT
2. What does the Lord’s Supper mean to you?
Do you look forward to it, or is it just one of the church/assembly services that you attend week after week just to fulfil your Christian obligations? 

Is the occasional “silence” in the service a problem to you for your thoughts to wander and make you feel “bored”?  
Or do the moments of silence provide you with opportunities for you to personally be still and meditate, reflect and know that He is God leading you to worship Him? – 
(Psa 46:10 NIV)  "Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth."
REFLECT
