R286 Rumination for August 01, 2010

The Theme: 
What mean ye by this service?
The Text: 
It shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, 

What mean ye by this service? That ye shall say…
Exo. 12:26, 27

The Thots:


Intro. There are three basic similarities between the Lord’s Passover and the Lord’s Supper, such as…
(1) Both bear  the Lord’s stamp – 

The Lord’s Passover (Exo. 12:11, 27); the Lord’s Supper (I Cor. 11:20)

(2) Both are ordinances - one was an ordinance given to Israel, the other to the church:

Ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever. 
Exo. 12:14c, 17c, 24, 43
For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you. 
I Cor. 11:23
(3) Both are memorial feasts:
And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD
Exo. 12:14

As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come. 
I Cor. 11:26

A. The Reminder.
Lord’s Passover: When your children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this service?

That ye shall say…
Exo. 12:27a


Lord’s Supper: As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

1. The Lord’s Passover: It is the sacrifice…

Cf. the Lord’s Supper. It commemorates…
a. …The Sacrifice of our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ.
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
i. The Lord’s death was a Sacrifice for our Sin.
Heb. 10:12b
This Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.
ii. It was a perfect sacrifice that He needed to Offer Only Once for all.
Now once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
9:26

So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many;

9:28

By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
10:10
b. …The Sacrifice of the Lord’s Self.
i. The Symbol of the Bread is a reminder that He came in a Body to die for us.
I Cor. 11:23, 24
The Lord Jesus…took bread: and when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, 
Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

· Wherefore when He cometh into the world, He saith, 

Sacrifice and offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared Me:
Heb. 10:5
· Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.
I Pet. 2:24
ii. The Symbol of the Cup is a reminder of His Precious Blood shed for the Propitiation of our sins.

After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
I Cor. 11:25
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
· For without shedding of blood is no remission.
Heb. 9:22
· Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, 
to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past…
Rom. 3:24b, 25
2. It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S Passover.
Exo. 12:26b Cf. the Lord’s Supper. 
a. The Lord Himself first Instituted the Supper to His disciples.
Lk. 22:19, 20
And He took bread… saying, This is My body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood…shed for you.

b. The Lord Himself then revealed this Instruction through Paul to His church.

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you…
B. The Reverence – And the people bowed the head and worshipped.
Exo. 12:27d
1. The People first Recalled, Remembered and Revered the Lord.
Cf. The Lord’ Supper.

a. We are first to Remember Him – this do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24b, 25

b. Then we are to Revere Him – worship Him based on our remembrance of Who He is and what He did for us.

2. Israel went away, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they. 
Exo. 12:28
a. We need to Obey the Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper because it is of the Lord.

b. We need to Observe the Supper as often as we can until He comes again.

I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
See, the feast of love is spread, Drink the wine, and break the bread;
Sweet memorials, till the Lord Calls us round His heavenly board;

Some from earth, from glory some Severed only, “Till He come.”  
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R286
1. How would you answer your children should they ask you why you attend the Lord’s Supper (or do you refer to it as a Worship Service) and why this special service is called the Lord’s Supper in the Bible (and not the Worship Service!)? 

Would you treat this as just one of the church/assembly services that you normally attend like a Fellowship service, a Gospel service, a Prayer Meeting, etc. or even, a Worship Service if there is one?

The Corinthian believers were rebuked by Paul because they misused and abused the Lord’s Supper. He said:
I Cor. 11:20-22

When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper.

For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is drunken. What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and shame them that have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you not.
Then he went on to elucidate what the Lord’s Supper was about in
I Cor. 11:23-26

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, 
That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread:

And when He had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, 
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
Consequently, he went on to warn them of participating at the Lord’s Supper unworthily for it will only bring judgment to themselves. Hence the need for self-examination:

Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.

A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.

For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.
I Cor. 11:27-29, NIV
Would the above be what you would tell your children or others of your fellow-believers, if they ask you about the meaning and significance of Lord’s Supper or you would tell them something else not as serious or as solemn as the above?
REFLECT
2. In the above quotation with regard to the Lord’s Supper, a participant of the bread and wine (cup) is required to examine himself/herself that he/she might not participate of it unworthily lest he/she eats and drinks judgment to himself/herself not discerning the Lord's body. (I Cor. 11:29). What do you understand by this and do you examine yourself before participating at the Lord’s Supper every time you attend this service?
REFLECT

