R293 Rumination for September 19, 2010

The Theme: 
Behold the Man!

The Text: 
And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man!

Jn. 19:5
The Thots:


Intro.: 
(No, this Rumination is not a mistake.  It is not a Repeat of R292. Please Read on.)
Who was “the Man” to…

A. …Pilate?

1. His Findings:

a. Said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, I find no fault in this Man.
Lk. 23:4
b. Behold, I, having examined Him before you, have found no fault in this Man 
Lk. 23:14
2. His wife’s Warning: 
Mt. 27:1
9
Have thou nothing to do with that just man I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of Him.

3. His Handing of this just Person to the Crowd to be Crucified was a Cowardly act:
Mt. 27:24
When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, 
and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just Person: 
see ye to it.When he [Pilate] had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified.

Mt. 27:26
· Was Pilate Innocent? Could this act Cover his sin of Injustice in sending an Innocent Man to be Crucified?
B. …The Prophets?

1. To Isaiah: He is despised and rejected of men; a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: Isa. 53:3

a. Consider His Sorrows in the Garden of Gethsemane.
Mt. 26:38; Mk. 14:34
Then saith He unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death.
b. Consider His Sufferings at the hands of those men He came to Save:
i. Isaiah:
 He is despised and rejected of men.
Isa. 53:3

Cf. 
They cried out, Away with Him…crucify Him. We have no king but Caesar.
Jn. 19:15
ii. Isaiah: 
He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities:
Isa. 53:5

Cf.  
Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged Him.
Jn. 19:1-3

The soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on His head…and they smote Him.
iii. Isaiah: 
He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth:

as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth.
Isa. 53:7
Cf.  
He was accused of the chief priests and elders, He answered nothing. 
Mt. 27:12, 14

He answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly. 
2. To Zechariah and Isaiah: This Man was the BRANCH…

a. His Name is the Branch: Behold the Man whose name is The BRANCH
Zech. 6:12, 13
He shall build the temple of the LORD… and shall sit and Rule upon His throne; 
and He shall be a priest upon His throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.
b. He is God’s Servant the BRANCH Who will Remove Israel’s transgression.
Zech. 3:8-10

I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day… In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, 
shall ye call every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree.                                     
c. He is the Branch of the Lord Who will Restore converted Israel.
Isa. 4:2-4

In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious…When the Lord 
shall have washed away the filth…of Zion…purged the blood of Jerusalem 
from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning.
d. He is a Rod out of the stem of Jesse [David], and a Branch…out of his Roots . 
Isa. 11:1-4


He will Rule with Righteousness...and Reprove with equity for the meek of the earth:

C. …The People?

1. The chief priests and the rulers and the people –  they Rejected this Man.
Lk. 23:13, 18
And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with this Man, and release unto us Barabbas.
2. The thief on the cross – he Received this Man.
Lk. 23:41, 42
And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this Man hath done nothing amiss. 
He said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into Thy kingdom.
3. The Centurion  at the Cross observed that the Son of God was indeed a Righteous Man.
Mk. 15:39; Lk 23:47
When the centurion, which stood over against Him, saw…he said, Truly this Man was the Son of God.
When the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous Man. 
D. …Me? [At this Lord’s Supper, hear Him ask: 
Mt. 16:13, 15
Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?... But whom say ye that I am?]
Fairest of all the earth beside, Chiefest of all unto Thy bride, 
Fullness divine in Thee I see, Beautiful Man of Calvary!
That Man of Calvary Has won my heart from me,
And died to set me free, Blest Man of Calvary!
Comfort of all my earthly way, Jesus I’ll meet Thee some sweet day;

Center of glory Thee I’ll see, Wonderful Man of Calvary! 
Ma​nie P. Fer​gu​son
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 293
1. To be Man, the Son took upon Himself a body. It is recorded: 
Wherefore when He cometh into the world, He saith, Sacrifice and offering 
Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared Me. (Heb. 10:5). 
Thus, God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world. (I Tim. 3:16). Indeed, in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form (Col. 2:9, NIV) and God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation (II Cor. 5:19). 
Jesus was still in this body when Pilate delivered…Him… to be crucified (Jn. 19:16). 
So Jesus in His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree (I Pet. 2:24.)
Then as evening approached, Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus' body (Mk. 15:42, 43)…and when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed (Mt. 27:59, 60).
In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it (Mt. 28:1, 2).

…and he said concerning the missing body of Jesus, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 

He is not here: for He is risen, as he said (Mt. 28:6).

Jesus had risen from the dead! His mortal body had put on an immortal body that could pass through doors (Jn. 20:19, 26) and ultimately passed through the heavens (Acts 1:10, 11) into the presence of God where He is now seated on the right hand of God’s Majesty in heaven (Heb. 1:3c) – 

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. (Heb. 4:14-16)

In the light of what has been said above, how does Jesus, as Man (with an immortal body) in Heaven, affect your Christian life on earth?
REFLECT.
2. To Paul, Jesus, the Man, played an important part in his salvation. He wrote:  
There is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus (I Tim. 2:5).
This statement endorsed what Jesus claimed when He was on earth. He said:

I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (Jn. 14:6)

Peter also confirmed this in his preaching:

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
Acts 4:12

No man can save his fellow-men except Jesus, the Man from heaven.

Do you strongly believe in this? If so, what are your responsibilities to your fellow-men?


REFLECT

