R315_Rumination for 20 February, 2011

The Theme: 
The First Day of the week
The Text:  And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together

Acts 20:7
The Thots: 

 Intro.: The expressions below are used to denote the same day – Sunday or the Lord’s Day.
Cf. Rev. 1:10

 The First Day of the Week
- with emphasis on the First Day in the week.

 The Morrow after the Sabbath
- With the day under Consideration in Connection with the Sabbath day
A. The First Day of the Week Envisaged – the morrow after the sabbath
1. The Only Occurrences of the expression in KJV.
a. It concerns the celebration of the Feast of Firstfruits.
Lev. 23:10, 11

Ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it.
b. It concerns the celebration of the Festival of Weeks (Pentecost).
Lev. 2, 23:15, 16, NRSV
And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete:  Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD.
2. The Feasts were a Forecast of Future events:
a. The Feast of Firstfruits looked Forward to a Resurrection.

They were to be celebrated only when ye be come into the land which I give unto you,
Lev. 23:10
i. When Christ Rose again from the dead as the True Firstfruits of the Resurrection.
I Cor. 15:22, 23
But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.
But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.
ii. When His Church (they that are Christ's) rise again as a kind of firstfruits when He comes. Jas. 1:18
Of His own will begat He us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.
b. The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) looks Forward to the Founding and Formation of the Church.  Acts 2:1
When the day of Pentecost (= fifty days) was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.
The Church is a kind of Firstfruits; while only Christ is the Firstfruits.

Note: The Feast of Weeks is also referred to as firstfruits.
Lev. 23:20

The priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for a wave offering before the LORD

3. The Fulfilment of the Feasts.

a. As the Feast of Firstfruits was celebrated on the morrow after the Sabbath…
i. So Jesus rose again from the Dead on the first Day of the week:
Mt. 28:1, 6
In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week...

He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
ii. So the Sabbath had come to an end and a new Day Dawned.

The morrow after the sabbath cf. the end of the Sabbath
Mt. 28:1
“Sabbath” is plural to mean the interval between two Sabbaths 
Strong
Or could it also imply that a new Day and a new Dispensation had Dawned, 
Concluding the Old Covenant dispensation and its sabbath obligations, thus, the end of the Sabbaths?
cf. the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come; 

Col. 2:16, 17
b. As the Feast of Pentecost was celebrated Fifty days after the Feast of Firstfruits…
Lev. 23:15, 16

So the Church was Founded more than Forty days after Jesus’ Passion, on the day of Pentecost!
Acts 1:3

i. He showed Himself alive after His passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days.

ii. When the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.

Acts 2:1
B. The First Day of the Week was Eventful days – on the First Day of the Week...
1. Jesus Rose again from the dead.
Mt. 28:1ff; Mk. 16:2, 6;  Lk. 24:1ff; Jn. 20:1ff
Very early in the morning the first day of the week…Ye seek Jesus… He is risen; He is not here.
2. Jesus Revealed Himself to Mary Magdalene.
Mk. 16:9
Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene.
3. Jesus Rejoined His disciples.
Jn. 20:19, 26
Being the first day of the week...came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.

4. The disciples Remembered their Lord in the breaking of bread.
Acts 20:7

And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread...
5. The disciples Revered their Lord in giving their offerings unto Him.
II Cor. 16:1, 2

Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him.
On this first day of the Week, as we gather together to break bread let us Remember Him 
and give unto Him as God hath prospered us.
Now the busy week is done, Now the rest-time is begun;
Thou hast brought us on our way, Kept and led us day by day;
Now there comes the first and best, Day of worship, light and rest.
John S. Jones
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 315
1. Many in the world would prefer Monday to be identified with the first day of the week because Monday starts off a working week. It is the first day they go back to work.
However, the first day of the week as used in the Bible seems to have a special significance. The early church fathers even preferred to call it “The Lord’s Day” (cf. Rev. 1:10).  They regarded this day as a special day set aside for the Lord to worship and serve Him.  
It was a day the Lord Himself chose…

· To rise again from the dead; (Mk. 16:9a)
· To appear to Mary Madeline as the first witness after His resurrection; (Mk. 16:9b)
· To reveal Himself to His ten disciples in the absence of Thomas; (Jn. 20:19)
· And again when Thomas was present. (Jn. 20:26)

It was a day…

· When the disciples chose to meet together to break bread to remember their Lord; (Acts 20:7)
· When they would gather together to give unto the Lord as the Lord had prospered them.   (I Cor. 16: 2)
There have also been cases where committed Christians, believing in the sanctity of the day, would keep it holy and devote themselves fully in the service of the Lord and would refuse to be engaged in worldly activities on that day. A case in point was Eric Liddell.
1902-1945

Missionary to China who Ran an Olympic Race of Faith

He loved to run and play rugby. He ran in the 100 yards and the 220 yards for Edinburgh University and later for Scotland. He played rugby for Edinburgh University and in 1922 played in seven Scottish Internationals with A. L. Gracie. But since he was a busy man he did not have enough time to play both sports so he chose running. He chose running over rugby aiming for the 100 meters in the Paris Olympics.
But when he got to Paris, and the Olympics, his 100 meter race was going to be run on a Sunday. Eric refused to run on Sunday since it was the Sabbath. So he disqualified himself from the finals, and put Britain's hope of a medal in jeopardy as well. In Britain people were raving mad and very disappointed in him because he was the favorite to win the 100 meters race and he wasn't going to run it. Instead Eric was going to run the 400-meter race, a race he wasn't even prepared for or had even trained for. He was criticized and mocked by people in the streets, shops, and diners…
As the race began it was obvious that Eric Liddell was overmatched. Now the crowd in the Olympian Stadium hushed as this runner from Scotland refused to be passed. As Eric crossed the finish line, the crowd exploded into applause heard all over Paris. Eric Liddell had done the impossible. He had set a new world record! Eric's refusal earlier in the week to run on Sunday in the Olympic 100-meter race had stunned the world. Now his incredible victory in the 400-meter race further strengthened his belief in God's promise,   "He who honors Me, I will honor." Years later, Eric Liddell would be tested far beyond mere physical ability as a missionary to China. His character, perseverance, and endurance are a challenging example for all who would obey the call to bring the gospel to the nations.

From: http://www.hyperhistory.net/apwh/bios/b3liddell10lu.htm
It was also because of the high regard for the sanctity of the Lord’ Day and the Lord’s Supper that these Ruminations were written to help the Lord’s people to prepare themselves to remember and revere the Lord on the first day of the week and to live  the rest of the week for Him six years ago.
This Week is the 6th Anniversary of this Website (21st Feb.) and of this Rumination (25th Feb, 2005)!
We praise the Lord for His sustenance all these SIX years.
Have this Website and the Ruminations been helpful to you?
REFLECT.

2. “Eric refused to run on Sunday since it was the Sabbath”. Eric would not be observing the seventh-day sabbath as dictated of God for Israel.
It is noteworthy that two sabbath-keepings are referred to and required of Israel to observe.

First, was the Seventh-day Sabbath: 
Lev. 23:3
Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, an holy convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings. 

Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations upon the sabbath day.
Exo. 35:3

Second, there was the Feast-sabbath connected with the celebration of the feasts of the Lord 
        (Lev. 23:7, 8):  In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD seven days….
In keeping this feast-sabbath, the people were forbidden to do any “regular work” (NIV) , but then they must “present an offering made to the LORD by fire” (NIV, i.e. worship).
As Christians, we no more keep the seventh-day sabbath (see Rumination above), but we need to keep the “Feast-Sabbath” of the Lord’s Supper – do no more regular work, but present offerings unto Him at the feast of remembrance. Are you keeping this “Feast Sabbath”, being present at the Lord’s Supper and presenting your offerings unto Him?
REFLECT.
