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The Theme: 
Foursquare
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The Text: 
The altar shall be foursquare.
Exo. 27:1
The Thots:
 

Intro.: The Significance and Symbolism of “Foursquare”.
(1) Its Universality – it Points to the four directions of the compass, north, south, east or west.
(2) Its Unity – it Possesses four sides yet it is one.

(3) Its neUtrality – all the four sides are equal in appearance and essence. There is no difference.
(4) Its Unique Centrality – it occupies a central Place in God’s Plans.
The Brazen Altar, located at the centre of the outer court (Exo. 27:1; 40:6, 7), 
The High Priest’s Breastplate with the names of the children of Israel…upon his heart (Exo. 28:15, 16, 29), 
The Golden Altar before the Ark of the Covenant in front of the veil (Exo. 30:1, 2; 40:5), 
The Court in the Millennium Temple, hundred cubits long and hundred cubits broad (Eze. 40:47), 

And the Holy City from Heaven (Rev. 21:16) are all Foursquare.
A. The Brazen Altar in the Tabernacle is Foursquare.

Exo. 27:1, 2
And thou shalt make an altar of shittim wood, five cubits long, and five cubits broad; 
the altar shall be foursquare:… thou shalt overlay it with brass.
1. The Significance of the Brazen Altar: It is the place of Sacrifice to make atonement for Sin.
Exo. 40:29
He put the altar of burnt offering by the door of the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation, 
and offered upon it the burnt offering and the meat offering; as the LORD commanded Moses.
2. The Symbolism of the Foursquare Altar. It offers Salvation to all who approach it.
a. Its Universal Welcome – it is for the “Whosoever”.
i. Whosoever will may approach it – him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.
 Jn. 6:37
ii. Whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Jn. 3:16b
b. Its Unique testimony to the Unity of Divine Persons to save the World:

i. The Father Commended His Love to the World and gave His Only Son to die for it.
Rom. 5:8

God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
ii. The Spirit Came to Convict the world of their sin.

Jn. 16:7, 8


The Comforter…when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness…

iii. The Son so loved the Church and gave Himself for her.

Eph. 5:25
Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.

B. The Golden Altar before the veil in the Tabernacle is Foursquare.

Exo 37:25, 26
He made the incense altar of shittim wood: …it was foursquare… and he overlaid it with pure gold.
1. It is the Place where Incense is burnt – it Points to Christ as our Intercessor.
a. Jesus is the Sacrifice of a Sweet Savour unto the Lord.

Eph. 5:2

Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice 
to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

b. Jesus is the Son whom the Father takes Pleasure in.

Mt. 3:17
This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
2. Its Position is before the Veil and its Pattern is Foursquare.

a. It Faces the Four corners of the world; Jesus’ mediation is for all – 


There is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.
b. Its Measurements on all Sides are the Same:

Heb. 7:25

Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, 
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.
c. It Stands in front of the Veil in direct line with the Mercy Seat.

Heb. 4:14-16
Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
1) On the Foursquare Brazen Altar, our Lord died to Save us all by His Grace.


Cf. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.
Eph. 2:8
2) On the Foursquare Golden Altar, our Lord Sustains all by His Mercy.

Heb. 2:17

Cf. Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.
3) Thus, Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 


and find grace to help in time of need, even we remember amazing grace and mercy this day. 
Heb. 4:16

Lord Jesus Christ, Thou living bread, May I for mine possess Thee.

I would with heav’nly food be fed; Descend, refresh, and bless me.

Now make me meet for Thee, O Lord; Now, humbly by my heart implored,



Grant me Thy grace and mercy. 
Jo­hann Rist
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1.
The Altar of Burnt Offering was overlaid with brass (bronze, NIV). Brass is ever a symbol of judgment,


Moses was instructed to make a serpent of brass to hang it on a pole –
Num. 21:8, 9


 And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: 

and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.


And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that 

if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

This was to point to the time when Jesus was to be lifted up on the cross to bear God’s judgment on our sin. 


And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:


That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.
Jn. 3:14, 15


Jesus was then our Substitute bearing our sins on the cross:
I Pet. 2:24


Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…


The Altar of Incense was overlaid with gold. Gold is a symbol of royalty and deity.


It speaks of the Sacrifice of our Lord Jesus as an offering of a Sweet-Savour unto God.
Eph. 5:2


Jesus was obedient unto death, even the death of the cross (the Brazen Altar of Burnt Offering). Phil 2:8


Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name:


That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

(the Golden Altar of Incense,)
Phil. 2:9-11


Aaron, the High Priest, could only pass through the veil to enter the Holy of Holies one day a year on Atonement Day with blood (evidence of a sacrifice) and incense the smoke of which was to cover the Lord’s presence so that Aaron would not die. (Cf. Heb. 9:7-9)

But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. (Heb. 9:11, 12), 


Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh; 

and having an high priest over the house of God; 


let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 

let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for He is faithful that promised;) and 

let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
Heb. 10:19-25


With such a Great High Priest Who presided over the foursquare altar of burnt Sacrifice and the foursquare altar of Sweet incense to grant us grace and mercy and access into God’s holy presence, are we accepting the challenge to “let us…” (see above highlighted in bold.)?
REFLECT.
2.  The Breastplate on the High Priest’s Garment is Foursquare.
Exo. 28:15-30

Note these features about the Breastplate:

a. It is Foursquare (16)

b. It is made of the following materials – gold, blue, purple, scarlet and fine-twined linen. (15)


c. It is doubled up. (16)

d. It has on it four rows of precious stones with the names of the 12 tribes of Israel inscribed on each. (17-21)

And Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the LORD continually. (29)

e. The Urim and Thummin which are used to seek counsel from God are also put in it. (30)

And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall be upon Aaron's heart, when he goeth in before the LORD: and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart before the LORD continually. (30)
What lessons can you derive from the above features of the breastplate?
Consider Christ as the antitype of Aaron, the high Priest. What do you think Christ is, as High Priest to and for you, when He “enters” into the presence of God on your behalf continually? 
REFLECT
