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The Theme: 
Father… (A Father’s Day Rumination) 
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.
Lk. 23:34
The Thots:


A. The Love of the Father for Us…
1. To Forgive the enemies of His Son.

a. It was the Gracious Request of His Son.
Lk. 23:34

 Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.
But His enemies actually knew what they wanted to do to His Son!
Mt. 27:17, 20
i. Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus 
which is called Christ?...The chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude 
that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus.

ii. They cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him.
Jn. 19:15a
iii. The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
Jn. 19:15b
b. It was the Godly Resolve of the Father:
Rom. 5:8, 10

God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
When we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.
c. It was the Greatest act of Reconciliation by the Father.
II Cor. 5:18. 19

All things are of God, Who hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, 
and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;  To wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

Cf. the Father of the Prodigal son in the Parable that Jesus narrated:
Lk. 15:12, 17, 20-24
i. The son Pleaded with his father for his Part of his Possessions:
Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me.
ii. Soon he wasted his Portion and Pined for his father’s home: 
How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!
iii. He was Penitent and returned to the father who welcomed him back and Pardoned him:
He arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, 
and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

iv. Thus he was restored his sonship Position – an amazing Picture of a father’s love for his Prodigal son.
The father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet... For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. 
Now compare God, our Father, and His Love for us…
2. To bestow upon us Sonship.


a. Our Sonship –

I Jn. 3:1
Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God.
b. Our Status – we receive the adoption of sons, thus, to be heir to His inheritance.
Gal. 4:5, 7
To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.
Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ’
c. Our Seal – His Spirit in us:

Gal. 4:6
Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
[Having] believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise.
Eph. 1:13; 4:30 
The Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption.
NRSV

B. Our Love for the Father.    How do we show our Love for the Father in Return?
1.  Obey our Lord’s Commandment as He obeyed His Father’s.
Jn. 14:31


As the Father gave Me commandment, even so I do.
a. Love the Father as our Lord Himself Loves Him…that the world may know that I love the Father.
b. Let your Light so shine before men, that they may see your good Works, 

and glorify your Father which is in heaven cf. Ye are the Light of the World.
Mt. 5:16, 14
2. Observe what our Lord’s Commandments are:
Jn. 15:9
a. Love the Lord: As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you: continue ye in My love.

b. Love one another: A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; 

as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.
Jn. 13:34

3. Another One is to continue lovingly and stedfastly…in breaking of bread:
Acts 2:42
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come. I Cor. 11:26
Our Father’s love, so vast and boundless— His arms of mercy opened wide—

Has sent His Son on earth to save us Through nail-pierced hands and wounded side.

Fill me, Lord, with Your Holy Spirit That I may know and do Your will;

Grant me the grace to trust You daily, And love within my heart instill.
R. M. Cul​li​nan
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Consider what a Father’s Love can do for his son or daughter.

· Israel (Jacob) loved his son Joseph and gave him a coat of many colours.
Gen. 37:3, 4
Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours. And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him.

Jacob’s love for his son opened the flood gates of endless problems for his beloved son subsequently.
· Eli loved his two sons to the extent that he allowed them to have their own ways all the time. 
But he did not bring them up to love the Lord.
Eli's sons were wicked men; they had no regard for the LORD.
I Sam. 2:12, NIV
Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his sons did unto all Israel; and how they lay 
with the women that assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.
 I Sam. 2:22

Consequently they caused a lot of problems to those who were in their paths, and God had to step in. 

God complained and condemned Eli because he honourest thy sons above Me…?
I Sam. 2:29

And all the increase of thine house shall die in the flower of their age.

And this shall be a sign unto thee, that shall come upon thy two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas;
in one day they shall die both of them.
I Sam. 2:33b, 34
· The father of the prodigal son loved his son and gave him the rights of his inheritance that he asked for. This led the son to indulge in riotous living until he was in desperate traits leading him even to be prepared to take the food of swine. 
Lk. 15:12-16
And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. 
And he divided unto them his living. And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat:
In all the three instances above, all the fathers loved their children and gave,
 (1) Jacob gave what he thought was best for the son he Favoured;
 (2) Eli gave his sons Freedom to do as they wished irrespective of the outcome; and
 (3) The prodigal son’s father gave him what he Fought for (his rights), enabling him to live the life he wanted without the father’s guidance.
Contrast this with our Father in Heaven Who knows what best to give His children and give accordingly. 

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask Him? Mt. 7:11 cf. vv. 7-10.

However that does not mean that He gives whatever they ask because He will not, when they ask amiss. (Jas. 4:3) and will even chastise them to show His love for them: because the Lord disciplines those He loves, and He punishes everyone He accepts as a son.
  Heb. 12:6, NIV
Thus He disciplines His children…

(1) and treats all with Wholesomeness Without favouritism (Acts 10:34) 
(2) when they insist on their Ways not caring for or considering others, and 
(3) when they Want to have their  rights to live their own lives ignoring the love showered upon them by their parents during their growing years.
On this Father’s Day, what would you do for your children to show your love to them?
REFLECT.

2. And what would that you want your children do for you in return to show that they love you on this Father’s Day?
Above all, what would you do as an expression of your love for your Heavenly Father this week?



REFLECT

