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The Theme: 
Life is in the Blood
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The Text: 
 For the life of the flesh is in the blood.
Lev. 17:11
The Thots:
  

Intro.: The LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul (Gen. 2:7) “By an act of Divine omnipotence man arose from the dust; and in the same moment in which the dust, by virtue of creative omnipotence, shaped itself into a human form, it was pervaded by the Divine breath of life, and created a living being, so that we cannot say the body was earlier than the soul” (Delitzsch). Thus, God breathed into man’s lungs His breath of life, integrated it with the blood in his heart and pumped the rich oxygenated blood to circulate it to all systems, organs and parts of the body so that man became a living person with a live body, soul and spirit (I Thes. 5:23) – a tripartite being created in the image of the Triune God.(Gen. 1:26. 27 - God said, Let Us make man in Our image…; So God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created He them) – all in one creative moment in time!  With that God later declared…
A. Life IN the Blood.
1. Blood in the Flesh Forbidden to be eaten after the Flood (i.e. before the Law was given)

Flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.
Gen. 9:4

2. Life is in the Blood; it was confirmed not to be eaten in the Law when it was given.

a. Israel and others among them not Allowed to eat blood:
Lev. 17:10
Whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among you, that eateth any manner of blood; I will even set My face against that soul that eateth blood, 
and will cut him off from among his people.
b. Blood on the Altar of sacrifice would make Atonement for the soul.
Lev. 17:11
For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul. 
c. The one who Ate blood would be Alienated (cut off).
Lev. 17:14
For it is the life of all flesh; the blood of it is for the life thereof: therefore I said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood of no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh is the blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.

3. The Church in Jerusalem Cautioned the Gentile Christians against eating Blood.  
a. For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden 
than these necessary things; That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, 
and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, 
ye shall do well. Fare ye well.
Acts 15:28f
b. As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that
 they observe no such thing, save only that they keep themselves from things
 offered to idols, and from blood, and from strangled, and from fornication.
Acts 21:25
B. No Life WITHOUT the Blood

1. Blood must be Applied to an Israelite’s house to Avoid Death.
Exo. 12:12, 13
And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.
2. Without blood, there would be no Atonement or forgiveness for sins.
Heb. 9:22, NIV

In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, 
and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

C. Life WITH the Blood.
1. The Role of Blood - without shedding of blood is no remission.
Heb. 9:22
2. The Redemption by Blood.
I Pet. 1:18, 19

Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
…but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
3. The Remembrance in the Blood:
I Cor. 11:25

After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

Oh! precious is the flow That makes me white as snow;

No other fount I know, Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
Ro​bert Low​ry
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Another food an Israelite was not allowed to take was the fat of the offering. 
It was God’s and it was to be offered on the altar of burnt offering solely for God. 
This was so with the Peace Offering (Lev. 3: 9-11, 16) And he shall offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering an offering made by fire unto the LORD; the fat thereof, and the whole rump, it shall he take off hard by the backbone; and the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards,  and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which is by the flanks, and the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away. And the priest shall burn it upon the altar: it is the food of the offering made by fire unto the LORD... all the fat is the LORD'S.

Likewise the fat of the Sin Offering was taken out to be burnt on the altar while the sin offering itself was burnt outside the camp.
Lev. 4:8-10, 12
And he shall take off from it all the fat of the bullock for the sin offering...it shall he take away, As it was taken off from the bullock of the sacrifice of peace offerings: and the priest shall burn them upon the altar of the burnt offering... the whole bullock shall he carry forth without the camp unto a clean place, where the ashes are poured out, and burn him on the wood with fire: where the ashes are poured out shall he be burnt.
Contrast this with the Burnt Offering where the whole sacrifice including the fat was to be burnt on the altar. 

And the priests, Aaron's sons, shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat, in order upon the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar…and the priest shall burn all on the altar, to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.
Lev. 1:8, 9, 12
The Israelite was instructed not to eat the fat of the offering nor take blood:

It shall be a perpetual statute for your generations throughout all your dwellings, 
that ye eat neither fat nor blood.
Lev. 3:17
There is no such command for the church in the New Testament regarding eating of fat in contrast to the eating of blood. (Acts 15:28; 21:25 See also #A.3 in the Ruminations above.). 
Would you as a Christian today eat blood? Why?
REFLECT
Note: For those who are interested in the above topic there is some discussion going on in these sites:

http://jeffjenkinsocala.blogspot.com/2008/03/why-was-eating-blood-forbidden-and-why.html
http://www.gospelway.com/topics/morality/blood-eating-transfusions.php
http://bible.cc/genesis/9-4.htm
http://www.endtimeprophecy.net/Bible-Study-Tools/VerseLists/verse247.html
2. Now consider the following scripture texts:-
a. I Cor. 10:27-31
If some unbeliever invites you to a meal and you want to go, eat whatever is put before you without raising questions of conscience. But if anyone says to you, "This has been offered in sacrifice," then do not eat it, both for the sake of the man who told you and for conscience' sake-- the other man's conscience, I mean, not yours. For why should my freedom be judged by another's conscience? If I take part in the meal with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of something I thank God for? So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, 
do it all for the glory of God. 
b. Rom. 14:2- 10

For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand...He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living.  But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.


Would you as a Christian today eat food offered to idols (Acts 15:28; 21:25)? Why?


REFLECT
