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The Text: 
God is love.
I Jn. 4:8
The Thots: 


A. The Essence of Love is God 
I Jn. 4:7, 8
1. The very Name and Nature of God is Love.


God is Love and love is of God
2. Just as He is Love, He is also Light.
I Jn. 1:5


God is Light, and in Him is no darkness at all.

B. The Evidence of the Love of God in His own
1. Those Bearing His Name and are Born of Him dwell in Love and walk in the Light.


a.
Every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.
I Jn. 4:7
b.
If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another.
I Jn. 1:7
2. Those Professing to know Him but do not walk in Love do not Possess Love
I Jn. 4:8


He that loveth not knoweth not God
a.
Continuing Love Characterises those born of God –


 Every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.
I Jn.1:7


loveth / knoweth is in the present continuous tense indicating an ever-present Condition.

b.
Contrast those who Love not – they never knew God in the first place.
I Jn. 4:8


He that loveth not knoweth not God.


Loveth / knoweth is in the aorist tense indicating a never present Characteristic,



i.e. they never knew God at any point in the past.
C. The Exhibition of the Love of God through His own
1. In the New Commandment:
Jn. 13:34, 35


A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, 


that ye also love one another.


By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another.

a. The Commandment: That ye love one another… that ye also love one another
b. The Comparison: As I have loved you
c. The Characteristic: By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples
2. In the New Covenant:
I Cor. 11:25, NIV

This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.
a. The Covenant: 

i. Jesus was the Mediator of the new covenant.
Heb. 12:24

ii. By it our sins are blotted out from Memory – 


For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more
Jer. 31:31-34
iii. With it the Man Jesus made possible the forgiveness of sins.
Acts 13:38


Be it known unto you therefore…that through this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins.
b. The Cup: it is the Symbol of the New Covenant Sealed with His own blood Shed for us.


Hence, in the drinking of the cup, we demonstrate our Love for Him in Return and Remember Him thus.

c. The Commandment: Do this whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.


The Institution of the Lord’s Supper is a commemoration of His Love. 

i. The Love of God for us.

ii. The Love of ours for God.

Thus, My Beloved is mine, and I am His… I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine:
S of S. 2:16; 6:3

O I am my Beloved’s and my Beloved’s mine! 
He brings a poor vile sinner into His “house of wine.”
I stand upon His merit—I know no other stand, 

 Not even where glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s land.
Anne R. Cou​sin
Reflections for the Week
R314  (104)
1. Tomorrow, the world celebrates Valentine’s Day.


According to Wikipedia, Valentine’s Day falls on February 14. It is the traditional day on 
which lovers express their love for each other; sending Valentine's cards and candy, often 
anonymously. It is very common to present flowers on Valentine's Day. The holiday is 
named after two men, both Christian martyrs named Valentine.


Teen Bible Study Discussion Guides (http://www.ucg.org/teenstudy/valentineday.htm) records the following as the history of Valentine’s Day:- 

History

Established as a religious holiday, the Feast of St. Valentine honored the Roman priest who lost his life during the reign of Roman Emperor Claudius II. According to various historical accounts, Valentine, a priest in Rome, was persecuted for his beliefs and executed on Feb. 14. Approximately 270 A.D. Valentine became a symbol of love and compassion. Several hundreds of years later when the Roman Catholic Church gained a stronger foothold in Europe and set about substituting pagan rituals with more "Christian" sounding names, Valentine was officially recognized.

"Lupercalia"

In ancient Rome this pagan feast day was known as Lupercalia, the "feast of Lupercus." Mid February was traditionally the time of the festival, an ode to the God of fertility and a celebration of sensual pleasure, a time to meet and court a prospective mate.

Lupercus was the Roman god that protected them from wolves, which were a great danger in that area. So, each year in the middle of February the Romans honored the god Lupercus, giving him thanks for protecting them. The people feasted, danced and played games. When the young men wanted partners for the dancing and games, they drew names of girls from a bowl. Sometimes they became sweethearts, too. This went on for hundreds of years.

Modernization

As more and more people throughout the Western Roman Empire converted to an increasingly popular "Christianity," they brought many of their favorite customs with them, including this "feast of Lupercus". In AD 496, Pope Gelasius outlawed the pagan festival. But he wanted to replace it with a similar celebration. He needed a "lovers" saint to replace the pagan deity Lupercus. The martyred bishop Valentine was chosen as the patron saint of the new festival.

Thus, "the church endeavored to amalgamate (mix), as it were, the old and new religions, and sought, by transferring the heathen ceremonies to the solemnities (observances) of the Christian festivals, to make them subservient (subordinate) to the cause of religion and piety… The result has been the strange medley (mingling) of Christian and pagan rites…" (Chambers’ Book of Days, Vol. 2).

And that’s how the feast of Lupercalia was replaced with the feast of St. Valentine.

Recently in an Islamic forum Valentine’s Day was pronounced as Haram dalam Islam.
One can watch the video at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3YVkNzGj4XA 

This video is about an ustazah giving her opinion about Valentine's Day. 
At minute 3:20, she said "Maksiat, Disco, Couple Couple bersunyi sunyian, 
inilah tradisi masyarakat yang beragama  Kristian". (my emphasis).
In outlawing Valentine’s Day in Islam, she gave as one reason the immoral elements and happenings of that Day as typical of the traditional society of the Christian religion – both immorality and Christianity must be avoided!
How would you approach Valentine’s Day tomorrow? – an occasion to join the joviality of expressing so-called romantic love and deeds linked with the day, or an opportunity to correct the world’s concept and show the love of God for the world in true fashion? 
REFLECT.



2.  How would you take the opportunity to remind you to obey Christ’s new commandment, 
 not only tomorrow but every day?  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another. However, for tomorrow have you someone in mind that you would like especially to express your love to, in word or in deed? 
REFLECT
