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The Text: 
 And they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
Matt. 2:11

The Thots:
 

Intro.: Today is a very special day – Christmas Day coincides with the Lord’s Day! We are Reminded of His coming to earth; at the same time we are also to Remember His Death at the Lord’s Supper.


We have already considered the Prophecy, Purpose of His Birth and Publication of His Birth and Death.

Today we Remind ourselves of His Birth, Remember His death and Revere Him for what He is and what He has done for us. Let us bow in Worship before Him! Consider therefore…
A. The People who came for His Birth – The Mysterious Magi
they


1. Were they Students of the Stars? – They saw the star in the East.
Matt. 2:9
a. The Suggestion from their name – Magi, rendered “wise men” in KJV

The magi were among “the astrologers, those who prophesy by the stars…”


Cf. lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them…

b. The “Star” led them to the young Child. What was the “star”?

i. Was it a Special Star? A Supernova? Saturn and Jupiter in conjunction?

ii. Was it a Supernatural Star? It travelled from north to south 


Stars travel from east to west, not from north to south – Bethlehem was 5 miles south of Jerusalem

iii. Was it the Shekinah Glory that led Israel in the wilderness? 
Exo. 40:36-38


Called a “star” perhaps for lack of a better term?
2. Were they Students of the Scriptures? 

The Magi asked “Where is He that is born King of the Jews?” 
Matt. 2:2

Probably through Studying the OT and other Jewish writings Sourced from the Jews living among them


Cf. there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel.
Num. 24:17

B. The Presents they Brought, anticipating His Death (?) –
presented … gifts
1. Their Preparation – They came Prepared with Gifts.

a. They Anticipated a meeting with a King - Where is He that is born King of the Jews?
Matt. 2:1a

b. They Acted on what was revealed to them earlier – we have seen His star in the east
Matt. 2:1b 

c. They came to Adore Him – and are come to worship Him.
Matt. 2:1c

d. They came All set to pay tribute to Him – when they had opened their treasures
Matt. 2:11

2. Their Presents:

gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
Matt. 2:11

a. The Presents were Significant – they came out of their treasures.

b. The Presents could be Symbolic – perhaps anticipating the Pure and Perfect Character of Christ:

i. Gold – the Deity and Divinity of His Person.

Cf. the pure gold used for the Mercy Seat in the Holy of Holies 
Exo. 25:11, 17

ii. Frankincense – the Purity (Fragrance) of His Humanity.

Cf. the frankincense used at the Golden Altar and Table of Showbread in the Holy Place:

· thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon.

Exo. 30:1 cf. 34
· upon the pure table … thou shalt put pure frankincense upon each row …

Lev. 24:6, 7

iii. Myrrh – His Sacrifice and Death cf. the Spice used in embalming for burial.
Jn. 19:39, 40

c. The Presents Speak of the Divine Deity, Perfect Humanity and Sacrificial Death of our Lord. 


Phil. 2:6-8, NIV
Cf. Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,


but made Himself nothing… being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance 

as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!. 
C. The Person they worshipped – the Child Jesus.
they presented unto HIM
1. The Young Child was Prominent – the young Child and/with Mary/mother 
Mt. 2:11, 13, 14, 20, 21
He was mentioned first before His mother.

2. The Young Child was Preeminent– they fell down, and worshipped Him, not the mother!

3. Today, He is no more a Child – He is the Risen Christ Present at the Table.

Let us Remember and Revere Him!

As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold;

As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, burning bright;

So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore be led to Thee.

As they offer’d gifts most rare At the manger rude and bare;

So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin’s alloy,

All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King. 

W.C.Diz
RUMINATIONS FOR THE WEEK
R360
1. As pointed out earlier in the Rumination above, today is a special day. It is not often that Christmas Day falls on the Lord’s Day to bring together the thoughts regarding His birth (Christmas) and death (the Lord’s Supper) at the same time.
While the thoughts of Christmas today fill our hearts with joy:

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people (Lk. 2:10),
the thoughts at the Lord’s Supper fill us with sadness and hope because the symbols on the Table remind us of His death, and we are to remember Him till He come (I Cor. 11:26)
As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
In spite of all that our Lord suffered so ignominiously, especially having already expected this rejection from His people, for from that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day, (Mt. 16:21), 
yet for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. (Heb. 12:2b)
At His birth, there was JOY; in His death, there was JOY!

Joy because He had finished the work He came to do.

Joy because He had triumphed over sin, death and the grave. (I Cor. 15:55-57)

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.

But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Joy because when one believes in Him, there is joy in heaven: (Lk. 15:7)

I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 
more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.
Joy because He is coming again to receive us unto Himself and what Joy it will be!
Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. (I Pet. 4:14)

Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy. (Jude 24).
Is your heart filled with Joy this special day?
REFLECT
My wife and I would like to wish you a Blessed and Joyful Christmas this day, Reminding ourselves of His Birth and a Blessed and Joyful Remembrance of our Lord in His Death, Resurrection and Coming again. Let us come together and Revere Him this Lord’s Day.
2. The Magi, when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. (Mt. 2:11). 
Today, it is not surprising that you give gifts to your children, loved ones, friends and even strangers. In return, you may receive gifts from them too.

What gift/s are you going to give the Child, now no more an Infant lying in a manger, but your Saviour and Lord seated on the right hand of God this Christmas?
Can you give as the saints in Corinth did? (II Cor. 8:4, 5)

Praying us with much entreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.
REFLECT
