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The Text: 
If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

Jn. 8:36

The Thots:

A. Before, we were under Bondage. What were we bound to?

1. To be Bound is to Carry out what one has Sworn.
Num. 30:2-16

If a man vow a vow unto the LORD, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; 
he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth.

2. To be Bound is to Serve under the Control of another.
a. As the people of Israel were Enslaved by Egypt for four hundred years.
Acts 7:6
God spake on this wise, That his seed should sojourn in a strange land; 
and that they should bring them into bondage, and entreat them evil four hundred years.
b. As a woman which had a Spirit of infirmity eighteen years… whom Satan hath bound.  Luke 13:11, 16
c. As a Married Couple is Committed (Bound) to one another until death.
Rom 7:2  


The woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; 
but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband.
3. To be Bound is to be a enChained (Slave) to Sin. 
a. Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin…”
Jn. 8:34, NIV
b. Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, 
you are slaves to the one whom you obey--whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, 
or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?
Rom. 6:16, NIV
B. Now, we are Free. How did we become free?
1. Christ had to Pay the Price to redeem us from the bondage of sin to set us free.
Rom. 6:23
a. For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
b. Ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold… 
But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: I Pet. 1:18, 19

2. He was Punished in our Place.
 I Pet. 2:24
His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
3. He now has the Power to free us from bondage to sin.
Jn. 8:32-36

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free…Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: 
but the Son abideth ever. If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.
C. We are Free from Sin to become the Servants of God.

Cf. Israel: And the nation to whom they shall be in bondage will I judge, said God: 

and after that shall they come forth, and serve Me in this place.
Acts 7:7
1. Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness…
Rom. 6:19
2. For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: 
likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant.
1 Cor. 7:22
a. As the Slave who Chose to Continue to Serve his master when he was free to leave:
Exo. 21:5, 6
If the servant shall plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free:

Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall serve him for ever
b. As Paul, the chief of Sinners,…

Cp. Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.
I Tim. 1:15

…became a Servant (lit. bond-slave) of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle,  


Separated unto the gospel of God.
Rom. 1:1

c. As Jude, the Step-brother of Jesus, was the Servant of Jesus Christ, 

Sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called.  Jude 1:1

d. As the believer, a Servant to Sin before, when Set free becomes a Slave to righteousness. Rom. 6:17, 18

Ye were the servants of sin, but…being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 
Rom. 6:18
D. Now that We are Free and being servants of God, what is our Responsibility?
1. But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, 
ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.

Rom. 6:22
2. Though I be free…, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. 
1 Cor. 9:19
3. As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.  
I Pet. 2:16
Break off the yoke of inbred sin, And fully set my spirit free:


I cannot rest till pure within, Till I am wholly lost in Thee.
Charles Wes​ley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 449

1. On 31st August, the people in Malaysia celebrated their 56th Independence (or Merdeka) Day.

It was a day of joy in the remembrance of their forefathers’ struggle for freedom and independence from British colonialism.

However, after 56 years of independence, there are still groups of people fighting for freedom, as they claim they are still under subjection. They have been freed but they now come under new impositions of suppression! What new freedoms are they fighting for? –
Freedom of self-expression – to say, to do and to be what you are;

Freedom of choice – to choose what you want and how you want things to be;

Freedom of religion – the right to believe and practise your faith or unbelief (!)
And, of course, to respect others not of your ilk but still have their own respective rights. Etc., etc.

For Christians, do we have this right before God and in our relationship with Christ?

When the Lord sets us free, is it that we might do our own thing? 
· When Paul was freed from Satan’s bondage to Persecute the church,

he became a servant of Christ and a Preacher of the Church.
I Tim. 1:12, 13

And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me,…putting me into the ministry;

Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious…

For you have heard of…how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it…but…God…called me by his grace…so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles….
Gal. 1:13-16, NIV
· When we were freed from the bondage of sin, 
we are bound to a life of righteousness before God.
Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.  Rom. 6:19
· When we are free, 
we surrender our rights to our new Master.
And He said to them all, If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross daily, and follow me.
Lk. 9:23

Do we therefore have any more self-rights?
REFLECT.
2. What rights has the Christian before a government?
To the first century Christians under the regime of the cruel Caesars, one of whom, 
even martyred Paul, he wrote to them: 
Rom. 13:1-2, 5 NIV
Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.

Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.

Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities…
Peter followed in like fashion…
I Pet. 2:13-16 
Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: 
whether it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.

For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.
What is your Right before a suppressing government?
REFLECT.
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Points to Ponder:

God is Sovereign over all Governments. He Sets them up in His time.
And He Spifflicates them too – all in His time!
