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The Text: 
Thou shalt be called by a new name.

Isa. 62:2

The Thots:

Intro: God gave these People/Places a new name for a special Purpose:
A. The People to whom God Gave New Names.
1. God gave Abram a new name.

Gen. 17:5-7

Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; 
for a father of many nations have I made thee.

17:5
a. The Meaning of Abram = exalted father.

b. God’s Mind in the name change to Abraham: that he would be the father of a Multitude.

c. The Main Anticipation in the new name.

i. It Anticipated a Fruitful and a Famous Seed (line of descendants) in the Future – 

17:6

I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.
ii. It was to be Acted out in Faith; hence, God’s Covenant with him through his Son.

17:7
I will establish My covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations 
for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.

· Ishmael was his Firstborn at that time.  He was by Hagar, and Ishmael was not that Son.


· He had to trust God to Fulfil His Covenant through Isaac, God’s Chosen Son by Sarah.
17:19-21
And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: 
and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him.
…for in Isaac shall thy seed be called.

21:12c
· The promise would be Finally Fulfilled through Christ, Abraham’s Special Seed.
 Gal. 3:16, 17
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; 
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ,

2. God gave Sarah a new name.

Gen. 17:15, 16
And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her.
a. The meaning of the name Sarai is not Precise – Bible Scholars are not sure what it means.
b. The meaning of Sarah is from a root meaning a mistress, i.e. female noble:--lady, Princess, queen.
c. It was a Suitable name because she was to be a mother of nations; kings of People shall be of her.
B. The People to Whom and the place to Which God Gave New Names.

1. God will not Rest until Israel is Restored and she is proclaimed Righteous –
Isa. 62:1-4
For Zion's sake will I not hold My peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth  
and the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory.
2. Then God will Rename her with a New Name.

62:2, NIV

Thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name.

a. No Longer will they Call you Deserted, or name your land Desolate.
62:4


But you will be Called Hephzibah = my Delight – for the LORD delighteth in thee

b. and your Land Beulah; its Connotation = married – thy land shall be married
Thus, Israel becomes a most attractive woman in the restoration and she will be married to the Lord,

Who will give her a new name and standing among the nations of the world.
3. God will Revive Israel’s City and its Counsellors.
Isa. 1:26
a. Note: God’s initial Refining Purpose in the Censure of Israel:
1:25
I will turn My hand upon thee, and Purely Purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin.
b. God’s Restoring Purpose for their Counsellors.
And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: 
c. God’s final Renaming of the City.

Afterward thou shalt be called, The City of righteousness, the faithful City.
C. The Persons to Whom God Himself Gave Names.

1. God gave Jesus His Name.

Mt. 1:21
Thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall Save his people from their Sins.

2. God calls Sinners Saints when they believe in this Saviour.
I Cor. 1:2

The Church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
Called to be saints, with all that in every place Call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord…
Note: A Common Meal was later Called by a new Name – the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:20, 21
When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper.

For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is drunken.
Let us not Abuse the Lord’s Supper but seek ever to Remember the Lord as He Called us to do so: 11:23-26 Jesus, our God, invites us here To this triumphal feast,

And brings immortal blessings down For each redeemed guest. 
Isaac Watts

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 471
1. Naming new-born babies often is the most important task facing their parents. Names are carefully chosen with the hope that when the children grow up they will be what the parents hope they will be. However, in certain cultures, parents purposely give unpalatable names to their kids to void off evil spirits, demons, etc. that may prey on them later. Hopefully these “ugly” names will not attract the attention of these evil ones and they will leave their children in peace and free to live their own lives.
However, in many cases, these parents leave their children to bear the stigma of these “ugly” names for life and they have to bear the taunts, not of the spirit world, but those of their human peers when they poke fun at their names. There are also those who bequeath their babies with ridiculous names.   A visit to the following site will prove my point:
http://www.parentdish.co.uk/pregnancy-and-birth/ridiculous-baby-names-google-hashtag/
On the other hand, the name “Christian” had a good beginning. It was a great and good testimony to bear that name. It appears three times in the New Testament. 
The first occurrence testifies to the character of those early believers in the Church in Antioch. The name was given to them by those who witnessed their lives. They lived lives which were Christ-like so that the people around acknowledged them as “Christ-ones” or Christians. Thus, The disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.
Acts 11:25

This was a good testimony of their living witness comparable to what was said of Peter and John earlier:  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Jesus.

Acts 4:13

The second occasion this word is found in scripture is when Paul testified before the Roman emperor Agrippa. It was so challenging that at the end of Paul’s trial,

Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.

And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, 
were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.
Acts 26:28, 29

But Agrippa never became one, though he almost did so. “Almost”, but still lost!

By the time the Christian Church was established, the name Christian became one that invited scorn, contempt and persecution because of the righteous lives of their possessors that pointed out the unrighteous conduct of their persecutors. 
So much so that Peter exhorted the persecuted Christians in his time: 
Let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; 

but let him glorify God on this behalf.
I Pet. 4:15, 16


Are you a Christian?

REFLECT.

2. Without Christ, or “almost” being a Christian” is no different from being a sinner for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God  (Rom. 3:23) and in God’s sight,  as it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one. (Rom. 3:10)
But when one believes in Jesus as one’s Saviour, the righteousness of Christ is imputed unto him and he becomes righteous – he is justified, sanctified and will one day be glorified. Thus: 

For us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. Rom. 4:24, 25
Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified.
Rom. 8:30
In God’s sight, he has a new status. He is a saint and God calls him so, as:

…to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours. (I Cor. 1:2)
Our task while waiting for the Lord to come to take us back to be with Him when our bodies will be changed and the mortal will put on immortality is to bring our state up to that of our status so that we who are called saints live to be saints! 
Are you a Saint?

REFLECT

Points to Ponder:

Believers in Christ are called Saints…but they are also called to be Saints!
(I Cor. 1:2)
