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The Theme:  
Seated at the Table
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
You cannot partake of the Lord's table and of the table of demons.
I Cor. 10:21, NKJV
The Thots: 

A. Mephibosheth Sat at David’s Table.
II Sam. 9:1-13
1. It was David’s Gracious Gesture Given to Mephibosheth.
 9:3
The king said, Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God 
unto him? And Ziba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son, which is lame on his feet.
a. Mephibosheth was… the Son of Jonathan, the Son of Saul
 9:6
b. Saul in life tried to Slay David, but Jonathan, Saul’s Son Saved him
and they both Secured a Covenant of friendship with one another.
I Sam. 18:3
Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. 
c. There was nothing Good in Mephibosheth to Merit any favour from David.
i. He was the Grandson of David’s enemy, Saul.
Cf. II Sam. 9:7
ii. Yet David Committed God’s kindness to him, a Cripple – lame on both his feet.

9:13b cf. 3
2. When David became Sovereign, he invited Mephibosheth to Sit at his Table, Saying… II Sam. 9:7, NKJV
“Do not fear, for I will surely show you kindness for Jonathan your father's sake, 

and will restore to you all the land of Saul your grandfather…you shall eat bread at my table continually.”
a. David was keeping his Part of the covenant Promise between him and Jonathan.

 9:10a
Thou therefore, and thy sons, and thy servants, shall till the land for him, 
and thou shalt bring in the fruits, that thy master's son may have food to eat. 

b. David extended his Personal Privileges to Mephibosheth.

 9:10b-13
i. Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread alway at my table
ii. As for Mephibosheth, said the king, he shall eat at my table, as one of the king's sons. 

iii. So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem: for he did eat continually at the king's table.
· Thus, by God’s Grace, today Sinners Sit at the Lord’s Table to Sup with the Lord.

B. The King’s Beloved was Welcomed to His Table.
S of S. 1:12
 While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof. 

1. She Appeared before the king properly Attired.
 1:11

We will make thee borders of gold with studs of silver.

2. She Approached the king with gifts of Adulation.
 1:12

While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.

· So should all the King’s Guests come into His presence properly Apparelled with presents to Adore Him.
C. Jesus sat at Lazarus’ Table.
Jn. 12:1, 2
 They made Him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with Him. 

1. Mary’s Act of Anointing. Then took Mary…
 12:3
a. Her Sacrifice of her precious Spikenard - a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly
 12:3a
b. Her Selfless Step in humility to anoint the feet of Jesus and wiping them with her glory.
 12:3b
…anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair (a woman’s hair is her glory, I Cor. 11:15)
c. The Scent of her Sweet-smelling Sacrifice permeated the house.
 12:3c, NRSV
The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
2. Judas’ Pretext for the Poor.
12:4-6, NRSV
Judas…said, "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?"

3. Jesus’ Condemnation of Judas’ Criticism:
12:7, 8, NRSV
Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of My burial.
· Mary rightly Anticipated the Act of her Anointed Lord in His coming death and burial. 
D. We are seated at the Lord’s Table.
I Cor. 10:21 
1. The Lord’s Table – it is the Communion of Saints in the Body of Christ.
I Cor. 10:16, 17

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 

For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread
2. The Demons’ Table – it is the Communion of Sinners in Contrast to the Lord’s Table. 
a. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; 
You cannot partake of the Lord's table and of the table of demons.
I Cor. 10:21, NKJV
b. Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 
And what concord hath Christ with Belial? 
II Cor. 6:14. 15
3. The Lord’s Supper – it is the Coming together of Saints to Commemorate the Lord.
I Cor. 11:20, 23-26
a. Here we Partake of the Bread – symbol of the Lord’s Body Bruised for us.

b. Here we Partake of the Cup – symbol of the Lord’s Blood shed for us in the New Covenant.

Be present at our table, Lord; Be here and everywhere adored;

Thy creatures bless, and grant that we May feast in paradise with Thee. 
John Cennick
REFLECTIONS OF THE WEEK
R508
1. Christ is now seated on the right hand of God above. 
This is His Right in heaven having had by Himself purged our sins, 
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high 
Heb. 1:3
Now our Responsibility on earth below is to…
Col. 3:1-4
· …Seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
· Because…
· We died with Christ – For ye are dead…with Christ in God.
3:3a
· We are raised with Christ – ye then be risen with Christ.

3:1a
· And we live in Christ  – Christ, who is our life.

3:4a
Rom. 6:3-11
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 


were baptized into His death? 
Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: 


that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

Even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death, 

we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection: 

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, 


that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin


For he that is dead is freed from sin. 
Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him: 

Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; 


death hath no more dominion over Him. 

For in that He died, He died unto sin once: but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God. 


Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 


but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

· …Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.
Col. 3:1-4, NKJV
· Because
· We are hidden in Christ – your life is hid with Christ in God
3:3b
· We are glorified in Christ – shall ye also appear with him in glory.
3:4b
Rom. 12:1-2
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
· that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service.
· And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed 
· by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

Are you Seeking the things above and Setting your mind on them, renewing it to transform it to conform to that good, acceptable and perfect will of God for you, and not be conformed to the world - For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the world? And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (I Jn. 2:16, 17)
REFLECT.
2. While Christ is seated above, below on earth, we are exhorted and expected to…

Stand - 
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil…that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand…Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth… 
Eph. 6:11-14
Walk – 
This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh… 

If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
Gal. 5:16, 25

Run – 
Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? 
So run, that ye may obtain…and let us run with patience the race that is set before us.
I Cor. 9:24; Heb. 12:1

Fight –
Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. 
I Tim. 6:12

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
II Tim. 4:7


Are you doing all the above while living your Christian life below?
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder:
Ever Stand Up for your Faith and Sit Down in Fellowship with the Saints.
