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The Theme: 
He was Pierced

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  They pierced my hands and my feet.
Psa. 22:16
The Thots:

A. The Act was Recorded in Prophecy

1. The Psalmist Predicted it.
Psa. 22:16

The assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.
a. This was David’s Psalm - A Psalm of David.
Psa. 22:1 Supt.
b. It could not refer to the Psalmist. David never had such an experience.
c. It pointed to a Punishment by crucifixion.
d. The Roman Crucifixion was unknown to the Jews in David’s Period.
2. Prophet Zechariah Predicted it.
Zech. 12:10


They shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him.

a. It is a Prophecy yet to be fulfilled –

Zech. 12:9
It shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem…
b. It Parallels that of John:

Rev. 1:7

Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him: 
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him. Even so, Amen.

c. It Points to the Person Jesus Whom John Personally witnessed being Pierced.
See #3 & #B below.

d. Thomas Proved this to himself when faced with the Presence of Jesus.

See #C below.

3. John Testified to the Truth that what he witnessed was Proof of fulfilled Prophecy:

a. He that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true.

Jn. 19:35
b. For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled.

Jn. 19:36a
B. It became a Reality at Calvary.
Cf. Lk. 23:33
When they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified Him

1. His Hands were pierced by the nails – Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands;

Jn. 20:27
2. His Head was pierced by the thorns – The soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on His head. Jn. 19:2

3. His Side was pierced by the Soldier’s Spear – One of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side.       Jn. 19:34

4. It was what Scripture had Stated.

 Jn. 19:37

And again another scripture saith, They shall look on Him whom they pierced.
Zech. 12:10
C. It would be His Recognisable mark of Identity – that indeed He was the Christ.
1. For Thomas.

Jn. 20:25
a. At first he Doubted what the Disciples told him:

i. The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord.
ii. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.
b. Then he was Confronted by Christ with his Conditions met:
Jn. 20:27
Then saith He to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands;
 and Reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing.

c. He Could only Confess to His Master’s Challenge: My Lord and my God.
Jn. 20:28
2. For the Jews.
Zech. 12:10
a. They had Crucified Jesus but God had “Crowned” Him Lord and Christ.
Acts 2:36
Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

b. At His Coming, they will Recognise Him Whom they have pierced and Repent.
Zech. 12:10
And they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him.

3. For all people.
Rev 1:7a
a. When the Lord Returns to the earth, the world will Recognise Him by the nail prints in His hands.
Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him: 
b. They will Repent – and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him
Rev. 1:7b
c. And He will Reign over them.
The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; 
and He shall reign for ever and ever.
Rev. 11:15
D. The Emblems at the Lord’s Supper will Recall such Memory.
1. The Bread is a symbol of His Body Broken for us pointing to the nail prints in His hands.
2. The Cup is a symbol of His Blood shed for us pointing to the spear print in His side.
3. Let us Recognise Him Who was Pierced for us Present with us, and Remember Him thus.
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

The hands that were pierced for me, Were pierced that my Lord might see,

        Redemption complete at my dear Savior’s feet, Those hands they were pierced for me.
Will O. Jones,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Crucifixion is a torturous punishment bringing about excruciating pain and torments beyond rational expression to the one crucified. It is a wonder how man could introduce such cruel torture to their fellow-men even though it was employed to punish crime.

The following is a description of death by crucifixion extracted from The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia:

 The suffering of death by crucifixion was intense, especially in hot climates. Severe local inflammation, coupled with an insignificant bleeding of the jagged wounds, produced traumatic fever, which was aggravated the exposure to the heat of the sun, the strained of the body and insufferable thirst. The swelled about the rough nails and the torn lacerated tendons and nerves caused excruciating agony. The arteries of the head and stomach were surcharged with blood and a terrific throbbing headache ensued. The mind was confused and filled with anxiety and dread foreboding. The victim of crucifixion literally died a thousand deaths. Tetanus not rarely supervened and the rigors of the attending convulsions would tear at the wounds and add to the burden of pain, till at last the bodily forces were exhausted and the victim sank to unconsciousness and death. The sufferings were so frightful that “even among the raging passions of war pity was sometimes excited” (BJ, V, xi, 1). The length of this agony was wholly determined by the constitution of the victim, but death rarely ensued before thirty-six hours had elapsed. Instances are on record of victims of the cross who survived their terrible injuries when taken down from the cross after many hours of suspension (Josephus, Vita, 75). Death was sometimes hastened by breaking the legs of the victims and by a hard blow delivered under the armpit before crucifixion. Crura fracta was a well-known Roman term (Cicero Phil. xiii.12). The sudden death of Christ evidently was a matter of astonishment (Mark 15:44). The peculiar symptoms mentioned by John (19:34) would seem to point to a rupture of the heart, of which the Saviour died, independent of the cross itself, or perhaps hastened by its agony.

Because we do not witness crucifixion today few of us know the real agony of the cross even though men try to copy such acts on so-called Christian festival days. Do these people really or can they actually experience the physical pain, the mental anguish and the spiritual separation between Father and Son that Jesus underwent on our behalf when He was crucified? Can you feel how Jesus felt then? 
For instance, read the following texts:

And when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified. 

(Mt. 27:26). 
When they were come to…Calvary, there they crucified Him. 
(Lk. 23:33)
How do the above texts make you pause, reflect and impact you every time you read them? 
Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the LORD hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger. (Lam. 1:12) 
REFLECT.
2. Paul said:  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
Rev. 2:20
To be crucified with Christ might mean…
See #B.1-3 above
· Your Hands and Feet would be pierced as Jesus’ were by the nails – Would you surrender your hands and feet to Him to do His biddings and go where He wants you to?

· Your Head would be pierced as Jesus’ was by the thorns of the crown that was beaten into His brow – would you surrender your mind, have it renewed and be transformed to present your person to Him as a living sacrifice (Rom. 12;1, 2)?

· Your Side (Heart) would be pierced as Jesus’ was by the Soldier’s Spear so forthwith came there out blood and water (Jn. 19:34) – Would you surrender your heart to love the Lord and to live for Him? 
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Wounds normally heal over time. The pierced Wounds of Jesus remain 

with Him past time. Have you ever Wondered Why?
