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The Theme:  
The Lord’s Loving Kindness
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The Text:  
The LORD deal kindly with you.

Ruth 1:8
The Thots: 

The word kindness (Heb. ḥeseḏ) occurs again in 2:20 and 3:10 in Ruth. An important word in the OT, it is usually associated with loyalty to covenant obligations. It encompasses grace that is extended to the undeserving.

A. The Kindness that was not to be
the LORD deal kindly with you.

Ruth 1:8
1. It was Naomi’s Wish for her daughters-in-law as their Mother–in-law because of…

a. The gracious actions of Ruth and Orpah. 
as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me
b. Their covenant Relationship with their former husbands – they were loyal.

2. But that Was not to be - both were from Moab. They were Gentiles, like us:

Eph. 2:11

a. They were not of the Circumcision.

b. They were aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel.

c. They were strangers from the Covenants of promise.

d. Though they could Claim the Lord’s protection because of their marriage covenant with Israelites.

3. The Lord’s Work and Mission of salvation on earth was …

a. First to Jews: I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Mt. 15:24

b. Then to Gentiles: the gospel of Christ (is) salvation to the Jew first, and…to the Greek.
Rom. 1:16

c. Thus, His command to the Twelve: Go not into the way of the Gentiles, 


… But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Mt. 10:5, 6

B. The Kindness that could be.


Ruth 2:20


Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left off His kindness to the living and to the dead.


The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen.


1. However, the Lord could fulfil this Requested Kindness through the Man.
a. For Ruth, the Man was Boaz who Could be her Kinsman-Redeemer.

b. She had been loyal in her Covenant relationship to her deceased husband. 

c. Now, this Man would Carry out his covenant relationship with her as a Kinsman Redeemer.

2. The Lord similarly brought us into covenant Relationship through the Man, Jesus.

a. Awake, O sword…against the man that is My fellow, saith the LORD of hosts.

Zech. 13:7

b. Then came Jesus forth… And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! 

Jn. 19:5

c. For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.
I Tim. 2:5


The Man, Jesus, was our Kinsman Redeemer bringing us into Covenant Relationship with God.

C. The Kindness that became a Reality


Ruth 3:10


Blessed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: for thou hast showed more kindness 


in the latter end than at the beginning.

1. At the Beginning Ruth showed her loyalty (kindness) to her marriage covenant.

Ruth 1:8-13


Ye have dealt with the dead, and with me.

2. Now she was prepared to commit herself to Boaz.

a. Following the then Custom, she uncovered his feet to make her request for marriage.


She came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down.

Ruth 1:7

b. She now asked him to Commit himself to her too.


She answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; 

for thou art a near kinsman.

Ruth 1:9

3. At the Latter End, she would be shown more kindness because…

a. She was going to enter into a new covenant Relationship with her Rich kinsman Redeemer.

b. She was Willing to take shelter under his Wings.


The phrase thy skirt is kanap, which is translated “wings” in 2:12.
Today, we too have tasted of our Lord’s Loving Kindness and have a covenant Relationship with Him.

He is our Kinsman-Redeemer. Our Covenant with Him is to Remember Him as we drink of the Cup this Lord’s Day.

In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood;

do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me."
I Cor. 11:25, NIV
Thy loving-kindness is better than life, Thy loving-kindness is better than life;

Rememb’ring Thee, Lord, I’m satisfied, Rememb’ring Thee, Lord, I’m satisfied:

My lips shall praise Thee, thus will I bless Thee – I will lift up my hands to Thy name.
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1. Loving-kindness involves two acts – To Love and To Be Kind.

The Act of Loving is to Love. 
Love Springs from, and its Source is, God.

· Love is of God.
I Jn. 4:7
· We have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love.
I Jn. 4:16a
· Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
I Jn. 4:10

· God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Rom. 5:8

Love is Personal and Practical.

· For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son…
Jn. 3:16

· Let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.
I Jn. 3:8
· Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down his life for us: 

and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

I Jn. 3:16

· Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God;

and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 
I Jn. 4:7
· Whoso keepeth His word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: 

hereby know we that we are in Him. 
I Jn. 2:5
· If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and His love is perfected in us. 
I Jn. 4:12b
· If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: 

for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, 

how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 
I Jn. 4:20
· For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments: 
and Hcommandments are not grievous.
I Jn. 5:3
· A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, 

that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, 

if ye have love one to another.
Jn. 13:34, 35

The above Bible texts are a testimony to God the Source of all Love. 
They attest to the Gift of Love that God Gives to us. We now have this love of God in us. 

At the same time, they also serve to test us to see if we really have this Love of God in us –
If the Love of God is in us, then we will love God and we will love others too because 
the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.  
Rom. 5:5
Note John 3:16: God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son…

Note 1 John 3:16: Hereby know we love, because He laid down His life for us: 
    and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
Do you love God? Do you love your brethren? Do you love others?

And what is the practical evidence that you can show that you do?
REFLECT
2. Consider these Challenges to show that we are kind:
· Love suffers long and is kind…
I Cor. 13:4, NKJV
· How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods 

and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
I Jn. 3:17, NRSV
· But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; 
and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: 
for He is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. 
Lk. 6:35

· And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,  
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 
Eph. 4:32


Are you kind?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: It is often said that one should be kind to animals. 
Today there is a great need for one to be kind to one’s fellow human beings too. 
Love is behind all kindness, for love is kind. (I Cor. 13:4)
