R541 - Rumination for June 14, 2015

by K.C. Ung 
The Theme: 
None (No One)…But One.
berita-bethel-ung.com

The Text:  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
Rom. 3:10
The Thots: 
Many people in the world today do not believe in things being absolute; to them things change with culture 
and time and are relative to what each can be, depending on one’s comprehension of the subject material.
Yet, in Scripture, all things of God – His Person, His Precepts and His Pronouncements are Presented to us 
as absolute, i.e. there is no two way about it – it is it or it is not! Consider the following Absolute Claims:

A.  Concerning Man, There is None…, No not one.



1. Good: 
a. They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: 

there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
Psa. 14:3
b. Every one of them is gone back: they are altogether become filthy; 

there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
Psa. 53:3

c. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
Rom. 3:12
d. The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, 
and have done abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth good. 

Psa. 53:1
2. Righteous: 
As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:
Rom. 3:10
a. For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.
Rom. 3:23
b. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
Isa. 53:6
i. The soul that sinneth, it shall die.
Eze. 18:4
ii. For the wages of sin is death…
Rom. 6:23
B. Concerning God, Only He Is…, There is None else.


And the scribe said unto Him, Well, Master, Thou hast said the truth: 

for there is one God; and there is none other but He: 
Mk. 12:32
That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, 
that there is none beside Me. I am the LORD, and there is none else. 
Isa. 45:6, 21, 22; 46:9
1. Good:
a. And He (Jesus) said unto him…There is none good but one, that is, God.
Mt. 19:17; 
b. And Jesus said unto him…there is none good but one, that is, God.
Mk. 10:18
2. Holy: 
There is none holy as the LORD: for there is none beside Thee.

I Sam. 2:2
3. Great: Thou art Great, O LORD God: for there is none like Thee, 

neither is there any God beside Thee. 



II Sam. 7:22
C. Concerning Man’s Salvation…there is no other way to be Saved.
1. The Only Name that can save -
a. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

Acts 4:12
b. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 
Acts 16:31
2. The Only Man Who can be Mediator:
a. For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus. I Tim. 2:5

b. Jesus saith…I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me. Jn. 14:6
Cf. All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out. 


Jn. 6:37

Con: Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Mt. 11:28

And this is the record that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 

He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life 
These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 


I Jn. 5:11-13

God’s Absolutes are Yea and Amen; Man’s Assurances Alter with every whim and fancy.

Be Sure you Stand on the Solid Rock of God’s Promises –

And He Promises to be with you this Lord’s day as you Remember His Son; 

so Revere Him for Who is He and What He has done for you.

My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly trust in Jesus’ name.

On Christ the solid rock I stand, All other ground is sinking sand;



All other ground is sinking sand.
Edward Mote
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 541
1. As can be seen in the Rumination above, things that concern God and His Character are Absolute. There are no shadows or greys in His black and white.  
James 1:17 (NRSV)

…the Father of lights, with Whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 
Today’s world does not accept Absoluteness but rather talk of things being Relative. 
There is no pure black or white but everything has its relative shades between black and white with plenty of colours in between. Everything is acceptable depending on how a person looks at it. Hence there can be no One Person of God – He is just a Perception of the mind and heart. The problem is –

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? Jer. 17:9

And God has this to say of Man’s mind (thoughts) and heart:
Romans 1:18-32 (NKJV) 
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse,     21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man--and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 
24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 
26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. ..28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; …32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.

Do you not think that this description of Man’s Mind and Man’s Heart over two thousand years ago in regard to Man’s perception of God was not only accurate in Paul’s time but also in our time, if not, more so today? What do you think then of God’s absolutes in contrast to man’s changing relativism?  Can we discard the Absolute statements in God’s Word for Man’s many theories of relativism?
REFLECT.

Note: For those interested in a discussion of the topic of Absolutism and Relativism you can visit: Let Us Reason Ministries - http://www.letusreason.org/Apolo1.htm
2. Do you believe that there is only one Gospel, and no other?

Paul says: Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. (Gal. 1:8).

And what is the G-O-S-P-E-L? Acrostically it can be defined as:

God so loved the world, that He gave his Only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not Perish, but have Everlasting Life. (Jn. 3:16)

Therefore if you believe in the unique Gospel then you must GO (you cannot spell GOspel without GO!) and Preach it, for Jesus said:
Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. (Mk. 16:15-16)
And Paul says: For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!  (I Cor. 9:16)

If you Believe the Gospel and that there is none other, then 
Go, Preach it and Live your Life as becometh the Gospel: 
Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that…I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel. (Phil. 1:27, ESV). Are you living up to the Gospel?
REFLECT

Points to Ponder: You cannot spell GOSPEL without GO!  
