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The Theme: 
 thy King cometh
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee…
Mt. 21:9
The Thots: 
Intro.: Today is Palm Sunday which commemorates the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem, 


when Palm branches were Placed in His Pathway by the Pilgrims and the People.
Mt. 21:1-11
A. The Preparation by the Coming King.

1. The Instructions to Acquire the Animals for the king to ride on.

21:1b, 2

a. Two Disciples were Designated but not Identified – then sent Jesus two disciples
b. The Directions were Detailed and Specified – Go into the village over against you, 

and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto Me. 
2. The Inquiry to be Anticipated and the Answer to give – If any man say…unto you, ye shall say…21:3
a. The Lord’s need was Prioritised – The Lord hath need of them;
b. The Promised response emphasised – and straightway he will send them
B. The Prophecy regarding the Coming King.
Mt. 21:5; Zech. 9:9
1. The Prophecy Recalled.
Mt. 21:4, 5
All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying…
See #C
2. The Prediction Recollected.
Zech. 9:9
Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, 
and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass
C. The Procession of the King.

1. The Purpose was to fulfil Prophecy – that it might be fulfilled…
Mt. 21:4, 5 cf. Zech. 9:9
2. The People in the Procession – The multitudes that went before, and that followed…
Mt. 21:9
a. Those living in Jerusalem Welcomed Him – they that went before
b. The Pilgrims who Walked from Galilee to celebrate the Passover followed Him – and that followed
c. Those who Witnessed Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead accompanied Him.
Jn. 12:17
The people therefore that was with Him when He called Lazarus out of his grave…

3. The Proclamation in the Procession.


a. The Palms in the Proclamation – It was a Welcome for a King.

21:8
Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet Him.


b. The Prophecy in the Proclamation: the King was coming!

21:5
Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass…
c. The Psalms in the Proclamation: They cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: 
21:9

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest
Psa. 118:25, 26
D. The Perplexity concerning the King.
Mt. 21:10, 11
And when He was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, What is this?
 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 
1. The Previous Hosannas in the Proclamation.
See #3c
2. The Present Hollowness seen in their Perplexity – 
Who was Jesus? He was just a Prophet from unknown Nazareth - no more the King!! 
21:10
3. Their Pathetic Hollering before Pilate later: 
Jn. 19:14, 15

He [Pilate] saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!
But they cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him. Pilate saith unto them, 
Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.

On Palm Sunday the people proclaimed loudly their Hosannas to the King.
Perhaps this Lord’s Day we can also join them to proclaim and laud Him with our Hallelujahs.
But what will it be on “Good Friday”?  

Will it be Hollering out loud and clear: “Away with Him! Crucify Him! We have no king but Caesar!”? 
Or will we go to the Cross together with Christ and Confess as Paul:
Gal. 2:20
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
Our Lord is now rejected, And by the world disowned,

By the many still neglected, And by the few enthroned,

But soon He’ll come in glory, The hour is drawing nigh,

For the crowning day is coming by and by.


Refrain
Oh, the crowning day is coming, Is coming by and by,

When our Lord shall come in power, And glory from on high.

Oh, the glorious sight will gladden, Each waiting, watchful eye,


In the crowning day that’s coming by and by.
Daniel W. Whittle
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 580
1. Passion Week or Holy Week, the week leading to the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ, brings with it its many “Christian” traditions and liturgies. It is the time from Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday(Resurrection Sunday). Also included within Passion Week are Holy Monday, Holy Tuesday, Spy Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. Passion Week is so named because of the passion with which Jesus willingly went to the cross in order to pay for the sins of His people. Passion Week is described in Matthew chapters 21-27; Mark chapters 11-15; Luke chapters 19-23; and John chapters 12-19. Passion Week begins with the triumphal entry on Palm Sunday on the back of a colt as prophesied in Zechariah 9:9.
Source: http://www.gotquestions.org/Passion-Week.html
It is obvious, of course, that the terms so used above in connection with Passion Week are foreign to Scripture though attempts are made to link them with specific events in the Bible to justify their use. In some cases they have been taken out of context. 
Good Friday is a typical example. Why is it “Good” and are we sure if Jesus was crucified on a Friday? See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Wednesday
Easter is another example. Though this word is used in Acts 12:4 in KJV, it is a mistranslation. It should be “Passover”, the Greek word being, pascha.

Here is another source worth looking at for the origins of Easter:

Source: http://www.religioustolerance.org/easter1.htm
Origins of the names “Easter”:
The name “Easter” originated with the names of an ancient Goddess and God. The Venerable Bede, (672-735 CE), a Christian scholar, first asserted in his book De Ratione  Temporum that Easter was named after Eostre (a.k.a. Eastre).  She was the Great Mother Goddess of the Saxon people in Northern Europe. Similarly, the “Teutonic dawn goddess of fertility [was] knpwn variously as Ostare, Ostara, Ostern, Eostra, Eostre, Eostur, Eastra, Eastur, Austron and Ausos.” Her name was derived from the ancient word for spring: “eastre.”. Similar goddesses were known by other names in ancient culture around the Mediterranean, and were celebrated in the springtime. Some were:
	Origins of the name "Easter":
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Ashtoreth from ancient Israel;
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Astarte from ancient Greece;
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Demeter from Mycenae;
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Hathor from ancient Egypt;
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Ishtar from Assyria;

[image: image5.png]



Kali, from India; and
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Ostara a Norse Goddess of fertility.




In the light of the above, what should the Christian’s attitude be towards the use of such terms and the liturgies associated with them to “celebrate” events in the last week of our Lord’s life?

Also, without using the unscriptural terms, should not Christians set aside a day (or even a period) in a year to commemorate the real events in the Lord’s life especially His death, burial, resurrection and His coming again? – Just as we would set aside a day in a week to remember such at the Lord’s Supper?  
REFLECT
2. Pagan Easter has not only sneaked into the Christian’s religious calendar, but it has also brought in its own pagan festivities like the celebration with Easter eggs, Easter bunnies, etc. How should the Christian respond towards all these Easter festivities?     REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 
On Palm Sunday, the Jews Shouted, “Hosanna in the Highest”; 

On the Lord’s Day, Christians Sing Halleluiah to the King!


On “Good Friday”, would you be Hollering, “We have no King, but ourselves”?
