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The Theme: 
The Rock was Smitten but not Spoken to.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it.
Exo. 17:6

The Thots:


A. The Rock Smitten – The Rock was Smitten and out of it Spurted water.
Exo.  17:1-6

Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, 
and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. 

17:6
Rock here is tsur properly a cliff (or sharp rock, as compressed); generally a rock or boulder.
Strong 
1. The People Moaned at Rephidim because there was no water for the people to drink. 
17:1
2. They Murmured against Moses and the Lord – 

17:2, 3
Why do you contend with me? Why do you tempt the LORD?
3. The Lord Stepped in and Stood upon the Rock and asked Moses to Strike it.

17:5, 6
Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, 
and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so…
And the Rock Spurted out water for the people to drink!
Note: When Moses Smote the Rock, he was actually Striking the Lord Who was Standing upon it!!
B. The Rock (selaʿ) to be Spoken to this Second time for it to Spout out Water.
Num.  20:2-13
Rock here is selaʿ = a craggy rock, lit. or fig. (a fortress):- (ragged) rock, stone (-ny), stronghold.  Strong
1. The Congregation Chided Moses and Aaron at Kadesh.

20:1-5
The people abode in Kadesh…and there was no water for the congregation: and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. And the people chode with Moses…Why have ye brought up the congregation of the LORD into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die there? …it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there any water to drink.
2. Moses and Aaron brought their Complaint to the Lord.

20:6
And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell upon their faces: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto them.
3. God Commanded Moses to Speak to the Rock before them and it would Spurt out water. 20:7, 8

The LORD spake…saying, Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink.
4. Moses’ Anger and Act that Conflicted God’s Command:

20:9-11
And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as He commanded him. And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. 

5. The Consequence of Moses’ Action:

20:12
a. ​God Answered according to His Permissive Will and gave them Abundant water. 

The water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also.
Cf. And He gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul.

Psa.  106:15
b.  But Actually Moses had Disobeyed God’s Personal and Direct Will…
Num. 20:12a
The LORD spake…Because ye believed Me not, to sanctify Me in the eyes of the children of Israel… 
c. And God Prohibited Moses from leading the congregation into the Promised Land.
20:12b
Therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them. Cf. Deut. 34:1-4
And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo…And the LORD said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither.
d. Why was Moses so Severely Punished for a Seemingly “Innocent” Disobedience?
i. The Rock was the Spiritually Pre-incarnate Christ –

I Cor. 10:4
for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.
ii. The Rock could only be Smitten once – offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all! Heb. 10:10
iii. The Rock need only to be Spoken to the Second and Subsequent times – 

Heb. 7:25
Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, 

seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.

Today the Rock invites us to drink from the cup and Remember Him.

I Cor. 11:25
Jesus is the Rock of Ages— Smitten, stricken, lo! He dies;
From His side a living fountain, Know you not it satisfies?
George C. Needham
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 604
1. Matthew 16:13-18 

When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say…John the Baptist…But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
Was Peter the Rock that Jesus referred to in His Confirmation of Peter’s Confession of Who He was when He said to Peter, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church?
The Roman Catholic Church maintained the Primacy of Peter as their first Pope by claiming that Jesus referred to Peter as the Rock , “thou art Peter (Petros)” on which His Church would be built.

Others strongly disagreed and claimed that the Rock (“upon this Rock (Petra)” referred to the Lord Himself as the Foundation of the Church.
According to Strong’s concordance and dictionary and other Greek lexicons:
Peter is Petros = a (piece of) rock (larger than lithos or a stone) as distinguished from petra.

It is a feminine noun = bedrock.

Rock is Petra = a (mass of) rock (literal or figurative) as distinct from petros, a detachable stone.

It is a masculine noun = a boulder or cliff.
Stone is Lithos (literal or figurative) = a stone as in I Pet. 2:5 

[See also https://carm.org/is-peter-the-rock]
The Character of Peter (Petros) as a moveable stone is more consistent with his impetuousness and unpredictable conduct, and certainly his character was unfit to be an unmovable sure solid foundation. For instance, Peter was rebuked by the Lord – Get thee behind Me, Satan: thou art an offence unto Me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. (Mt. 16:23); and Peter denied Jesus at His trial. (Lk. 22:57, 58). 

Jesus on the other hand is identified as Petra (in I Cor. 10:4) that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 
The Rock was none other than God or the Pre-incarnate Christ in the Old Testament. 
He was that Spiritual Rock that led and Sustained the nation of Israel in their wanderings in the wilderness. 
And Jesus Christ is the one and only Foundation on Whom the Church is built in the N. Testament. 

Paul states: For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. I Cor. 3:11
Peter was built on that Foundation. He certainly was not the Foundation on which the Church was Founded which is Jesus Christ. Peter may even be regarded as perhaps bigger than the other stones (petros literally is bigger than lithos, a stone) that comprise the church, the spiritual house that the Lord Jesus built in I Pet. 2:5 (NKJV) – you also, as living stones [lithos], are being built up a spiritual house. Also he was just one of the elders of the church, not one above them  –  The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder… (I Pet. 5:1)
Are you a saved member of this spiritual church or just one of a creed on earth?

REFLECT
2. I Peter 2:5- (NKJV) 
You also, as living stones (lithos), are being built up a spiritual house…Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone (lithos), elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame." Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, "The stone (lithos) which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone," and "A stone (lithos) of stumbling and a rock (petra) of offense." They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. 
It is clear from the above text that Jesus Christ is indeed the Precious Chief-Cornerstone of the spiritual house (the Church) He is building comprising of believers in Him who are regarded as living stones of that house.  God had at first offered Him to the Jews in Sion but they rejected Him and He became a Stumbling Stone and the Rock (Petra) of offence to them. Today there are still those who cannot accept Him as the Foundation of their Faith.  They are indeed disobedient!

Is Jesus a Stumbling and Offensive Stone to you or the Rock of your Foundation on which your Faith in Him is built?
REFLECT.

Points To Ponder: Those Founded on the Rock (Petra) will never Founder in their Faith.
