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The Theme: 
God, my Rock
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: The God of my Rock (tsûr); in Him will I trust: He is…my Refuge...
II Sam. 22:3; Psa. 62:7; 94:22 


The LORD is my Rock (selaʿ), and my fortress…my God, my Strength, in whom I will trust. Psa. 18:2

The Thots:
Two Hebrew words are translated Rock and used of God in the Old Testament, as…

Rock (tsûr): properly a cliff (or sharp rock, as compressed); generally a rock or boulder; fig. a refuge. 
Strong
Rock (selaʿ): a craggy rock, lit. or fig. (a fortress):- (ragged) rock, stone (-ny), stronghold.

Strong.

A. God is the Rock of my Salvation.
Psa. 62:7
In God is my Salvation and my Glory: the Rock of my Strength, and my Refuge, is in God.

1. He Ensures my Salvation and Security.

a. He only is my Rock (tsûr) and my Salvation: He is my defence; I shall not be moved. 
Psa. 62:6
b. Bow down Thine ear to me; deliver me Speedily: be Thou my Strong Rock (tsûr), 
for an house of defence to Save me.
Psa. 31:2
c. Be Thou my Strong habitation, whereunto I may continually Resort: 
Thou hast given commandment to Save me; for Thou art my Rock (selaʿ) and my fortress. 
Psa. 71:3

i. Only God and none other is the Ground (Foundation and Fortress) of my Salvation.
ii. Only He is My Rock, my Refuge and my Resort.
iii. Indeed He is my Strength…my Shelter (Strong habitation) and my Shield (defence).
iv. He is the God of my Rock (tsûr) (and my Glory) in Him will I trust: He is…my Refuge...
II Sam. 22:3
2. He Establishes my Stability and Enables me to Sing on the way.
a. He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, 

and Set my feet upon a Rock (selaʿ), and established my goings.

Psa. 40:2

And He hath put a new Song in my mouth, even praise unto our God.

Psa. 40:3
b. He will hold up my goings in [His] paths, that my footsteps Slip not.

Psa. 17:5

3. He Eases me with Streams Spouting out of the rock when I am thirsty.
Cf. Num. 20:8-12

He brought streams also out of the Rock (selaʿ) and caused waters to run down like Rivers.
Psa. 78:16

4. The Example of how He Sustained Israel in their Wanderings in the Wilderness. 
Cf. Num. 20:8-12  
He gavest them bread from heaven for their hunger, and broughtest forth water for them
out of the Rock (selaʿ) for their thirst, and Promisedst them that they should go in to Possess 
the land which (He) hadst sworn to give them.

Neh. 9:1
 
B. God, the Rock, is my Strength and Stronghold (Fortress)

Psa. 62:7
In God is my Salvation and my glory: the Rock (tsûr) of my Strength, and my Refuge, is in God.

1. He said, The LORD is my Rock (selaʿ) and my Fortress, and my Deliverer; 
II Sam. 22:2
2. The LORD is my Rock (selaʿ) and my Fortress, and my Deliverer; my God, my Strength,
 in whom I will trust; my Buckler, and the Horn of my salvation, and my High tower.  
Psa. 18:2

3. Thou art my Rock (selaʿ) and my Fortress; therefore for thy name's sake lead me, and guide me. Psa. 31:3
4. Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may continually resort: 
thou hast given commandment to save me; for thou art my Rock (selaʿ) and my fortress. 
Psa. 71:3
C. Christ, the Spiritual Rock, is the Solid Foundation of my Faith.
Note: The Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew O.T., uses Petra for Rock in Exo. 17:6; 
Num. 29:8; Isa. 8:14; II Sam. 22:2. In the N. T. Petra is translated “Rock” in 16 occurrences of the word.

Petra means a (mass of) rock (literal or figurative):- rock (Strong), i.e. a boulder, cliff, bedrock.

Petros in contrast is a piece of rock (Strong), i.e. a stone. Peter was named Petros by Jesus – 


I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter.
Mt. 16:18, also see Rumination 604.
1. The Pre-incarnate Christ was the Rock that Sustained Israel in the Wilderness.
And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock (Petra)
that followed them: and that Rock (Petra) was Christ. 

I Cor. 10:4
a. Cf. Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; 
but the water… shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.

Jn. 4:14

b. Cf. He that believeth on Me…out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

Jn. 7:38
2. The Person of Christ is the Solid Foundation of the Church – 
Upon this Rock (Petra) I will build My Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Mt. 16:18
Cf. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

I Cor. 3:11

3. Those who hear His Precepts and do them are building on a Rock (Petra) Foundation, not on Sinking Sand.
Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock (petra): And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock (petra).

Mt. 7:24, 25

On Christ the solid rock I stand, All other ground is sinking sand;


All other ground is sinking sand.
Edward Mote
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 605
1. Petra in Jordan.

The City of Petra in Jordan was at one time the capital of Edom and later of Nabataea about fifty miles south of the Dead Sea. The rock-cut city of Petra was a famous pagan centre, and a fortress. Many Bible scholars identify Petra with the OT Sela, referred to in II Kgs 14:7-10; II Chr. 25:11-12; Isa. 16:1; Jer. 49:16-17; Oba. 1:3-4.
Whether or not the OT refers to Petra, the NT indirectly refers to it. Aretas IV, king of Petra (9 b.c.-a.d. 40) ruled Damascus during the days of Paul’s conversion and earliest witness and sought to apprehend the apostle there (2 Cor. 11:32-33). The site is about a mile long and a half mile wide. Its dominant natural feature is the 950-foot acropolis known as Umm el-Biyara. Its high place is an excellent example of the high places referred to and condemned in the OT. Petra is striking even in ruins. Some of its structures are rose red and others a dark red ochre shade of sandstone with bands of yellow, gray, and white. These buildings and tombs are almost all cut into the rock cliffs of the area. Among the most exciting remains are the Khazneh (often called “the Treasury,” with a facade 92 feet wide and 130 feet high); a Roman theatre capable of seating 4,000, and Ed Deir (a temple with a facade 165 feet wide, 148 feet high, and a door 23 feet high). 
- The New Unger's Bible Dictionary.

Certain Bible scholars teach that Petra is also the Place of Safety during the period of the Great Tribulation for the Jews to flee to, as advised by the Lord in His prediction in Mt. 24:16 – Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains with others refuting it.


See http://www.giveshare.org/BibleStudy/127.petra.html

Whether Petra will play this role in the future Great Tribulation or not it may not matter to those Bible-believing Christians who believe that they will be raptured before this terrible event that will come on the whole world.

The Lord promised the Church in Philadelphia:  (Rev. 3:10, NKJV)

Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

and to the Church at Thessalonica, (I Thes, 4:16-18, NKJV) He promised:

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

Therefore comfort one another with these words.
When the Lord comes again for His Church, will you be Raptured with Him

or Left Behind to face the Great Tribulation?
REFLECT.

2. Psalm 18:1-3 – I will love thee, O LORD, my strength. The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower. I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.
The above psalm elucidates David’s praise for his Lord when He delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul (Psalm title). It can be Expressed as:-
· His Affections for his Lord - I will love thee, O LORD
· His Appreciation of his Lord for Who He is in Eight wonderful ways:
(1) The LORD is my rock, and (2) my fortress… (3) my deliverer; (4) my God, 
(5) my strength…, (6) my buckler,… (7) the horn of my salvation, and (8) my high tower.
· His Assurance and Affirmation in his Lord – in whom I will trust… 
I will call upon the LORD… so shall I be saved from mine enemies
· His Acclamation of His Lord - who is worthy to be praised
Is Jesus your Rock (petra) and can you identify with David in the above Psalm of Praise in your life experiences?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: Jesus, the Petra, is certainly stronger than the Petra in Jordan.
