R612 Rumination for October 30, 2016
by KC Ung
The Theme: Sit and Stand
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Every priest standeth daily ministering…;This Man…sat down on the right hand of God. Heb. 10:11, 12
The Thots: 

Intro.: Sitting and Standing literally or figuratively are very Significant Postures in Scripture

A. No Sitting Room in the Tabernacle.
Heb. 10:11
1. The Priests Stood when ministering in the Tabernacle – no Seat was Reserved for them.
Every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices
2. The Sacrifices could not permanently Remove sins because they can never take away sins;

3. The Seventh month and tenth day was Singled out for the Ritual to be Repeated every year.
Lev.16:29-30 
This shall be a statute for ever unto you: that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all…For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, 
to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the LORD.

B. Jesus Sat Down on the Right of the Throne of God.
Heb. 10:12
This Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;
1. This Man was Jesus, the Mediator between God and Men, the Man Christ Jesus.
I Tim. 2:5
2. He gave Himself a Ransom for us and Redeemed us from all sin.
I Tim. 2:6

3. The Resulting Reward – He sat down on the Right hand of God’s Throne.
Heb. 1:3

When He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.

He could now Sit down because…

a. He had finished His Mission as Man and paid Man’s penalty for his sin on the cross.
Phil. 2:7, 8

But made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, 
He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

b. On the Cross, Jesus Cried out, “It is Finished!” – He had Completed the work He Came to do. Jn. 19:30.
Jesus…said, “It is finished!” Then bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.
HCSB
C. But Jesus Stood up from His Seat on Two Occasions.
1. Jesus Stood up to welcome His first martyr Saint, Stephen, Home into Heaven.
Acts 7:55-60 

a. Stephen was Stoned to death. But before he died…
He, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up Stedfastly into heaven, and Saw the glory of God…
b. He Said, Behold, I See the heavens opened, and the Son of man Standing on the right hand of God.
c. Then the Crowd Cried out with a loud voice, and Stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, and Cast him out of the City, and stoned him. 
d. And Saul (later renamed Paul) was a witness to the whole Scene!
And the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul.  
e.  Stephen was welcomed by Jesus Himself because he was Stepping into the Same Shoes of his Master:
i. (Stephen) kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this Sin to their charge.

ii. Cp. Jesus’ (Whom they have crucified and Slain) last prayer for His enemies – 
Acts 2:23b
Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.
Lk. 23:34
2. Jesus Stood up to open the Sealed Scroll when no one was worthy to do so.
Rev. Ch. 5
a. No one was Worthy to open the Sealed Scroll.
Rev. 5:3
No man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, 
neither to look thereon
b. Except the Standing Lamb as it had been Slain. 
Rev. 5:6 

And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts…stood a Lamb as it had been slain

c. He was worthy to take the Scroll from the One Sitting on the Throne. 
He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him that sat upon the throne. 
Rev. 5: 7
d. Then all joined in to Sing the new Song.
Rev. 5:9
And when He had taken the book…they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, 
and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.
Let us now also join in to Sing this New Song to the Standing Worthy Lamb of God Slain for us

As we remember Him at the Lord’s Supper:
Worthy is the Lamb, the hosts of Heaven sing, As before the throne they make His praises ring;

Worthy is the Lamb the book to open wide, Worthy is the Lamb who once was crucified.

Johnson Oatman, Jr.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 612
1. Sitting and Standing literally or figuratively are very Significant Postures in Scripture.
Mephibosheth sat at King David’s table at the king’s invitation. He was not worthy to do so considering the fact that his grandfather, Saul, was David’s sworn enemy who sought to kill David in the latter part of his reign. Personally, Mephibosheth also did not regard himself worthy to accept the king’s invitation as he was lame in both his feet. 

King David did not even know his whereabouts and had to send his servant out to search for him. But he was showing kindness to him for his bonded friendship with his father, Jonathan’s sake.
Here is the account as recorded for us in Scripture in II Samuel 9:1-8 cf. 4:4
And Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son that was lame of his feet. He was five years old when the tidings came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel, and his nurse took him up, and fled: and it came to pass, as she made haste to flee, that he fell, and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth. 
II Sam. 4:4
David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's sake? And Ziba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son, which is lame on his feet. 
And the king said unto him, Where is he? And Ziba said… Behold, he is in the house of Machir…Then king David sent, and fetched him out of the house of Machir…Now when Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, was come unto David, he fell on his face, and did reverence. And David said, Mephibosheth. And he answered, Behold thy servant! 
And David said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake… and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually. And he bowed himself, and said, 
What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?
II Sam. 9:1-8 

In application, we see here a very beautiful picture of the Grace of God shown to unworthy sinners like us. God the Father loved us though we were the children of His chief enemy, the devil. (Jn. 8:44). We were dead in trespasses and sin. (Eph. 2:1). We could not work or do anything to save ourselves, being as it were lame in both our feet. (Eph. 2:9). 
But as for Jonathan’s sake David showed special favour to Mephibosheth and seated him at his table; so in our case, for Christ’s sake (Christ took our place and bore the penalty of our sin), God in Grace offered us the gift of salvation from sin (Eph. 2:7, 8) and gave us a seat with Christ in His presence above (Col. 3:1).
Our being Seated with Christ in Heaven, is now our Standing or Status before God.

Until Christ comes to take us back to be with Him, we need to Stand up for Him on earth to be true to our Seating (Standing/Status) in Christ in heaven. 
Hence, the exhortation in Col. 3:1-4 –
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory. 

Therefore, while we are on earth, and at the same time seated with Christ in Heaven, 
we need to: - 
(Eph. 6:11-13)
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil… that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness.
Are you prepared to live up to your Seat (Status) in Heaven and Stand up for Christ on earth? 
REFLECT.
2. Sinners sat at meat with Jesus to Follow Him later.
Mk. 2:15

Lazarus sat at the table with Jesus to have Fellowship with Him.
Jn. 12:2

Mary sat at the Feet of Jesus to learn His Word from Him.
Lk. 10:39
Are you sitting with Jesus at His Supper to Remember and Worship Him? I Cor. 11:26


REFLECT

Points To Ponder: We are Seated with Christ in Heaven to Stand up for Him on Earth.
