R638 Rumination for 30 April, 2017

The Theme: 
I Am that I Am


The Text:  
God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM
Exo. 3:14

Jesus said unto them…Before Abraham was, I AM
Jn.  8:58
The Thots: 


Intro. With God, “I Am” is not just to Establish His Identity but also to Explain His Sovereignty and Deity.
Thus:
Exo. 3:13-14
1) ​Moses’ Question on how to Authorise himself:

…God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is His name? what shall I say unto them?
2) Moses’ Quote of God’s Affirmation of 
His Identity – God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: 

His Sovereignty and Moses’ Authority: Thus shalt thou say unto [them], I AM hath sent me unto you.
Or: God said.... I WILL BE THAT I WILL BE ....say....I WILL BE hath sent me" Exo. 3:14, ARV (mar).

A. Jehovah is the  I Am

1. God is the I AM (Heb. ’ehyeh ’asher ’ehyeh = “I am Who I am”)
Exo. 3:13-16

   lit., God is He Who is the absolute I, the self-existent One
2. God is also Jehovah, [Yahweh (YHWH)], lit. Yehōwāh [a tetragrammaton from the vowels of ʾǍdhōnāy] 
- Israel’s Covenant-Keeping God:
Exo. 6:2-8, YLT
God speaketh unto Moses…I am Jehovah, and I appear unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob…My name Jehovah, I have not been known to them; and also I have established My covenant with them, to give to them the land of Canaan…have taken you to Me for a people, and I have been to you for God, and ye have known that I am Jehovah your God… I have brought you in unto the land which I have lifted up My hand to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, and have given it to you--a possession; I am Jehovah.' 
B. Jesus is the  I Am

In the Gospels, the Lord’s “I am (He)” was not so much to identify Himself when asked, but to Affirm His Authority, Deity and Sovereignty as God. Note “He” is not in the Greek text. “I am” is Gk. egō eimi.
1. His Person is God - not a Ghost or Phantom!
Mk. 6:49-50, NKJV
When they saw Him walking on the sea, they supposed it was a ghost, and cried out…But immediately He …said to them, "Be of good cheer! It is I [egō eimi]; do not be afraid." Note: “It is I” is literally, “I Am”.
2. People will Perish if they do not believe Him to be God.
Jn. 8:23, 24

He said…ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I Am (He), ye shall die in your sins. 
3. The Picture of Him on the Cross would Prove that He is the “I Am”.
Jn. 8:28

Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know I Am (He).

4. He Pre-existed Abraham, the Patriarch of Israel.
Jn. 8:58
Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I Am.
5. He Portrayed Himself as the Light and Life of the World.
Jn. 8:12 

Then spake Jesus… I Am the light of the world: he that followeth Me…shall have the light of life. 

In the above 4 claims (#2, 3, 4, 5 in Jn. Ch. 8) Jesus declared that He was the I Am., claiming equality with God. The Jews knew it, as evidenced by their Response, Reactions and their Rejection of Him – 
Then said they unto Him, Where is Thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye neither know Me, nor My Father: 
if ye had known Me, ye should have known My Father also.
Jn. 8:19
Then took they up stones to cast at Him
8:59
(for allegedly committing blasphemy in claiming equality with God, cf. Jn. 5:18 – The Jews sought the more to kill Him, because… He said also that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God, 5:18)
6. Jesus Displayed His Divine Glory momentarily and His enemies were Prostrated on the ground .Jn. 18:4-6 

Jesus…said unto them, Whom seek ye? They answered Him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, 
I Am (He)…As soon then as He had said unto them, I Am (He), they went backward, and fell to the ground.
C. John’s record of Jesus’ “I Am” s
John recorded Seven Explicit Statements of Jesus to Explain that He was indeed the I Am.
Jesus claimed: Before Abraham was, I am. 
 Jn. 8:58
Jesus proclaimed:

1. I Am the bread of life.
John 6: 35, 48
2. I Am the light of the world. 
John 8: 12, 9:5
3. I Am the door.
John 10:9
4. I Am the good shepherd. 
John 10:11
5. I Am the resurrection and the life. 
John 11:25
6. I Am the way, the truth, and the life.
John 14:6
7. I Am the true vine.
John 15:1, 5
As we gather around the Lord’s Table this day, Remember He has promised us:
For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there among them.
Mt. 18:20, HCSB
Thine Almighty power and wisdom All creation’s works proclaim:



Heaven and earth alike confess Thee, As the ever great “I AM”.  
Deck
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1. Ahead of his 1964 world title boxing bout with Sonny Liston, Muhammad Ali made his famous legendary boast, “I am The Greatest” speech in front of the reporters.
Since then various groups and others had taken up the cry, “I am the Greatest” as listed by Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_Am_the_Greatest
I Am the Greatest or I'm the Greatest may refer to:

"I am the greatest", a catch-phrase of the boxer Muhammad Ali

I Am the Greatest: The Adventures of Muhammad Ali, a cartoon television series 

featuring (and voiced by) Muhammad Ali

I Am the Greatest (Cassius Clay album) (1963), or its title song

I Am the Greatest (A House album) (1991)

"I'm the Greatest", a 1973 song by Ringo Starr from Ringo

"I Am The Greatest", a 1966 song by Spitfire from Electric Colour Climax

"I'm The Greatest", a song by Eric Morris and Buster's All Stars

"I'm The Greatest", a 1972 song by Old Shatterhand

"I'm The Greatest", a 1964 song by Ross McManus and the Joe Loss

"I Am the Greatest", a 2015 song by Logic on the album The Incredible True Story

Since the initial boast of these icons, most of them, if not all, have disappeared,  

downed in their bouts with time, or drowned in the passage of time. 
However, the I AM’s of Jesus’ Statements continue to challenge the people of the world. Multitudes over the years from all climes and countries have accepted these promises to realise their veracity and reality that today have changed their lives as a caterpillar that emerges from its cocoon into a beautiful butterfly to soar into the sky to live a change of life from the terrestrial to the celestial.

Another of Muhammad Ali’s famous quote is: 
“Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee. The hands can't hit what the eyes can't see.”
A butterfly generally has more purpose in mind than just to float aimlessly and a bee is too busy to be bothered to sting. Why not be a caterpillar-transformed-butterfly and a busy bee in the Lord’s service as Paul beseeched his readers in Rom. 12:1, 2, NKJV – 
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service [as a busy bee], And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed [as a caterpillar into a butterfly] by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
In this way, one needs not be the greatest, but one can still be great – good, acceptable and perfect for God!
REFLECT.
2. Only to be what He wants me to be, Every moment of every day,


Yielded completely to Jesus alone Every step of this pilgrim way.


Just to be clay in the Potter's hands, Ready to do what His will demands


Only to be what He wants me to be, Every moment of every day.



Norman John Clayton
God promised Joshua:  There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. Be strong and of a good courage…

Josh. 1:5, 6

Jesus Christ is the I AM – the same yesterday, and today, and for ever.

Heb. 13:8

And He can make you what He wants you to be if you just let Him.
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 
God, the I AM, can make you what you were, and are, to be what He wants you to be 


if you just let Him!
