R650 Rumination for 23 July, 2017

The Theme: 
The Divine Presence


The Text:  
Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them. Mt. 18:20
The Thots: 

A. God, the Father’s Promise of His Presence with His People.

1. The Father’s Personal Presence Assured:

And He said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.

Exo. 33:14
2. The Father’s Perpetual Presence Accentuated.

Deut. 31:6-8
a. His Assurance on His Continuing Presence:

The LORD thy God, He it is that doth go with thee; He will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
31:6b, 8
b. His Asked-for Placement of their Courage in His Promise.
Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them…


31:6a, 17
c. Cf. The Amplified Personal Confidence of the Psalmist.

Psa. 23:1-4
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.
B. God, the Son’s Promise of His Presence with His People.

1. In His Commission to them when sending them out.
Mt. 28:19, 20
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you, 

lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
2. In their Coming together in His Name.
Mt. 18:20 

For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.
3. In His unchanging Character and immutable Promise:
Heb. 13:8
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.

C. God, the Spirit’s Presence with His People.

1. The Holy Spirit was God, the Son’s Promise to be Present with His People.
John 14:16, 17
I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; 
But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit—the Father will send Him in My name—will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told you. [Note: The Three Persons in the Triune Godhead mentioned.]
a. The Spirit is the Father’s Seal on the Believer when he Believes in His Son.
Eph. 1:13, HCSB

When you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and when you believed in Him, 
you were also sealed with the promised Holy Spirit.


i. He was God, the Holy Spirit Sent to be our Counsellor and Comforter –

14:26, 16
The Counselor, the Holy Spirit… another Comforter

ii. He was sent by God, the Father – the Father will send Him in My name.

14:26, HCSB
iii. He was to continue God, the Son’s ministry on earth.

14:26, HCSB
(He) will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told you. 
b. He is only Sent to the Believer in God, the Son. 
Jn. 14:17
i. He is the Spirit of Truth – Even the Spirit of truth; 
ii. No unbeliever in the Son can receive Him – 
Whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: 
iii. He now Stays (dwells) IN the believer in Christ –
 but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 
I Cor. 3:16
· Today we can be Received by the Father into His Presence –
Heb. 10:19-22 

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us…Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

· To Remember and Revere His Son:
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
· As Reminded by His Spirit of all things concerning our Lord:
Jn. 14:26 
The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
Let us Really Remember and Revere Him today:
Great things He has taught us, great things He has done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;

But purer, and higher, and greater will be

Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.
Fanny Crosby
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 650
1. How can the Christian practise God’s Presence?
· Start the day with God. Read a portion of His word. 


Follow a system, if you have any, or a devotional book for each day to guide you, 

but do not go at random choice: Eenie, Meenie, miny, mo! 

Be still, and know that I am God. (Psa. 46:10a)

My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; 
in the morning will I direct my prayer unto Thee, and will look up.  (Psa. 5:3)

· Let a text of Scripture/s occupy your Mind and Meditate on what you read.

…thy servant did meditate in Thy statutes.  (Psa. 119:23, 48)


…I will meditate in Thy precepts. (Psa. 119:78)
· For the rest of the day, Ruminate on it – the text that has impressed you 
or what the Lord has Spoken to you personally.  Speak also to Him.
Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: 
and He shall hear my voice. (Psa. 55:17)

· Throughout the day, Seek to live a life worthy of the walk that you have been called unto to do so.  Each time you are tempted to sin or go astray, seek to apply the precepts of the morning meditation to the occasion and pray unto the Lord for strength and wisdom.
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. His delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 
(Psa. 1:1-3)
· End the day with God – Sleep with peace in your heart, thanking and praising Him for keeping you and watching over you in all that you said, in all that you did, in all the places that you went to and with all the people you met throughout the day.
When I remember Thee upon my bed, and meditate on Thee in the night watches. 
(Psa. 63:6)

Are you conscious of the Lord’s presence to keep you from sin, to keep you true to Him every moment of the day, each and every day until the Lord comes?
REFLECT
2. David is a good example of a person who practiced the Presence of God:
I remember Thee upon my bed, and meditate on Thee in the night watches. (Psa. 63:6)
· David's heart was at peace, and he was able to go to bed and calmly worship the Lord and meditate on Him (3:5-6; 42:8). The phrase "earnestly seek" in verse 1 [Psa. 63] can mean "early will I seek," so we see David at both morning and evening. The phrase "remember God" means to recall what He has said and done in the past and apply it to our present situation (42:6; 77:1-11; 105:1-5; 119:55). It was because Israel forgot what God did that they rebelled and disobeyed Him (78:40-43; 106:6ff). Our God is 
I AM, not "I was," and He must always be recognized in our present situation. The Jews had three night watches, from sunset to ten o'clock, from ten to two o'clock, and from two to sunrise, so whenever David awakened during the night, he immediately remembered the Lord. [Psa. 63:6] (Or it could mean he was awake all night, but not tossing and turning.) His bed was under the wings of the cherubim and he felt secure as he meditated on the Lord (16:7; 119:148; Deut. 6:4-9) – 
Remembering God (Psa. 63:6-8) Bible Exposition Commentary.
Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 24, 25)    REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Now the Lord may be absent in the body but ever present in Spirit with us; one day we shall be absent in the body and eternally present with the Lord. 

(II Cor. 5:8). Alleluia.
