R657 Rumination for 10 September, 2017
By KC Ung
The Theme: 
The Calves of our Lips
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Take with you words, and turn to the LORD…so will we render the calves of our lips. Hos. 14:2
The Thots: 


Intro. In God’s Covenant with Israel, His people had to Offer sacrifices of animals for their Offences. Hos.14:1-3
A. The Sacrifice of the Calves of Our Lips.

Hos. 14:2
Take with you words, and turn to the LORD: say unto Him, 
Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will we render the calves of our lips.
1. The Summons to Repentance –

Hos. 14:1, 2a
Israel, return unto the LORD thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity… turn to the LORD
2. The Statement in Response – The people needed to confess in Words their Wrongdoings!
14:2a
Take with you words, and Turn to the LORD: say unto Him…
3. The Sayings of Remorse – and Receive us graciously: so will we Render the calves of our lips.
14:2
a. They needed to confess their sins in Repentance and show Penitence for them – 

Say unto Him, Take away all iniquity
b. They needed to Receive God’s Grace in forgiving them and to Render Him Praise from then on.
Receive us graciously: so will we Render the calves of our lips
4. The Song of Praise that Resulted would bring God much Pleasure.

Psa. 69:30, 31

a. I will Praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify Him with thanksgiving. 
b. This also shall Please the LORD better than an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 
See #5 below
5. The Better Sacrifice than those of Bullocks and calves – better than an ox or bullock. 
See #4 above
a. The Blood of Animals could not bring about Permanent Forgiveness.

Heb. 9:12-14
i. Neither by the blood of goats and calves…
9:12a
ii. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, 
sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:

9:13a
b. The Blood of Christ Sacrificed for all Availed for all for All Time to Purge away our sins.
9:14a

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself

 without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
c. His was the Better Sacrifice: It need not be repeated – it was once for all!

9:12
i. By His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.

ii. So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many.

9:28

iii. …we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

10:10
B. For now, it is the Sacrifice of the Fruits of our Lips that will please Him.

Heb. 13:15

Today as those Purified by Christ’s Precious Blood…

1. We bring Forth no more the Calves of our Lips, but their Fruits:

13:15

By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.
2. The Forms of the Fruits of our Lips are in Speaking to yourselves…
Eph. 5:19
a. in Psalms, i.e. Sacred Poems of Praise [Psalm lit.= Played and Plucked from String instruments]
Cf.  
I will sing a new song unto Thee, O God: upon a psaltery 

and an instrument of ten strings will I sing praises unto Thee. 
 Psa. 144:9; 33:2; 92:3
b. and Hymns – [only here and Col. 3:16] –Poetic lyrics that Glorify God, 
According to Augustine, a hymn (1) must be sung; (2) must be praise; (3) must be to God.
c. and Spiritual Songs. A Song (an ode) varies and was used in ancient times for various occasions. Hence, the condition that they must be Spiritual and, of course, Scripturally Sound too!
3. The Fruits of our Lips lie in Singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.

All the above need to be Sung melodiously with Sweet harmony!
C. Finally, the Sacrifice of our Lives.
Rom. 12:1, HCSB

Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. 
Apart from the Sacrifice of the Calves of our Lips, the Fruits of our Lips, we need too to sacrifice our Lives!
1. Based on the Mercies of God to us, let us Present our Bodies to God in Gratitude for His Grace:

2. Instead of offering dead Bullocks and Calves, we Present our Bodies a living Sacrifice;
3. Instead of being Consumed on the altar, we are Called upon to live for Him Holy and Pure lives 

that Please Him in all ways to Prove God’s good, acceptable and Perfect Will for us.
Rom. 12:2


And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

4. Let this then be our Spiritual Sacrifice of Service and Worship unto the Lord at this Lord’s Supper.
Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.

Isaac Watts
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 657

1. Today there are Christians who choose to go to a church service because of a style of music (be it rap, jazz, modern music, etc.) presented or used in the service.  They feel well-entertained and rhapsodic in spirit. They are buoyed up by the liveliness of the rhythm, the emotional and spirited movements that give expression to their feelings bursting with joy in them. Often such atmosphere is regarded as “worship”. 

Yet worship in scripture seems to suggest a more solemn reverential attitude. It is subject to the consciousness of our being present before a mighty, majestic and sovereign God.  

Consider scriptural worship as it occurs in the Bible.

· Its first and subsequent occurrence in Genesis in the KJV of the Bible are found in…
Genesis 22:5
– 
And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; 
and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. 

Genesis 24:26 – 
And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the LORD. 

Genesis 24:48 – 
And I bowed down my head, and worshipped the LORD…
Genesis 24:52 – 
And it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant heard their words, 

he worshipped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth. 

· Note the Person Worshipped and the Posture of the Worshipper.

· In the Gospel of Matthew (the first book in the N.T.), the scene was no different:

Matthew 2:11 
– 
When they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with
Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

Matthew 4:9 
–
[Satan tempting the Lord here!] saith unto Him, All these things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship me. 

Matthew 4:10
–

Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, 



Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve. 
· Likewise in Revelation, the last book in the Bible, worship scenes are recorded in heaven and they are no different from the earthly experiences:

Revelation 4:10 – The four and twenty elders fall down before Him that sat on the 


throne, and worship Him that liveth for ever and ever, 
and cast their crowns before the throne… 

Revelation 5:14 – And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped Him that liveth for ever and ever. 

Revelation 7:11 – And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 

Revelation 22:8
– And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. 

Revelation 22:9 
– Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.
· We need not have to fall down prostrate physically to worship God today, but in spirit and in heart, we need to bow down in humility to worship His Majesty and Acknowledge His Sovereignty – Adoring His Attributes and being Amazed at His Acts.  Can we do that when we are more occupied with having a more spirited enjoyment with ourselves emotionally and sentimentally when we “worship”? 
· Worship ultimately and exclusively is to please God, not ourselves!
REFLECT
2. How do you worship God in church? Do you “speak” out (i.e. voice out with your lips or just use your ears to listen to others entertain you) in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs singing melodiously in harmony with others in the congregation?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Worship is the Adoring of His “Worthy-ship” and telling Him so.
