R669 Rumination for 3rd December, 2017
By KC Ung
The Theme: 
The Way
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The Text: By a new and living way…through the veil, that is to say, His flesh;
Heb. 10:20 
The Thots: 

Intro. “Way” is Gk. hodos, occurring 102 times in the New Testament and translated “way” 



in 83 of these occurrences. Primarily it means a road; by implication a progress 


(the route,  act or distance); figurative a mode or means:- journey, (high-) way.

Strong



Kittle has it as “the narrow path trodden by those who have gone before, or the broad roads 


made for traffic, on which chariots can travel, troops can arch, and procession can be held.”

A. The Lord Pronounces “the Way” to be broad or narrow.
Mt. 7:13, 14, NKJV
1. He Claims there are only two ways:

a. The Broad: for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, 

  and there are many who go in by it. 
i. It is Wide Open and many will Opt for it. 
ii. But it leads to Destruction and Damnation.
Gk. for destruction is apōleia also translated perdition, damnable, etc.

Strong.
b. The Narrow: Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, 

 and there are few who find it.
i. Gk. for narrow is stenos used Only three Occasions. 

Probably from the base of histemi = narrow (from obstacles standing close about).
Strong

ii. It is narrow and Only few go On it because of its many Obstacles On the way.

2. He Counsels All to Enter by the narrow gate.
Mt. 7:13
Because it is the way that Leads to Life.
B. The Lord Proclaims Himself to be…
Jn. 14:6
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.

Note the definite article “the” to point to the uniqueness of the Lord’s Claim to be…

1. The Only Way…
Acts 4:12 

And neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved.

2. The Only Truth…   The Lord is Truth itself and He is also the true God…..
I Jn. 5:20
We know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, 
that we may know Him that is true, and we are in Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. 
This is the true God, and eternal life. (Cf. #3 below)
3. The Only (Eternal) Life. 
Cf. I Jn. 5:20c above
a. The Purpose of Apostle John’s Writings:

These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 

and that believing ye might have life through His name.
Jn. 20:31
b. The Prevailing Tragedy:
And ye will not come to Me, that ye might have life. 
Jn. 5:40
c. The Promise of Life for those who do.
Jn. 10:10b
I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

C. It was the Lord Who made Possible this new and living Way to God.
Heb. 10:19-20
Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
By a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh;
1. It was made Possible by the Shedding of His Blood.
2.  His Flesh was Pierced as Pictured in the Veil in the Tabernacle being rent in two.
Mk. 15:38
And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom

Thus signifying the way into God’s Presence is now open!
Ct. Heb. 9:7-9
D. The Lord is now our High Priest Who has Prepared the Way into God’s Presence: 
And having an High Priest over the house of God…
Heb. 10:21-25
1. Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 
2. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for He is faithful that promised)
3. and let us consider one another to provoke unto love and good works; 


not forsaking our own assembling together, as the custom of some is, but exhorting one another; 

and so much the more, as ye see the day drawing nigh.
Conclusion: Let us Remember the Lord, our High Priest, as He Requested us to do so:
I Cor. 11:26


For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.

Like wandering sheep o’er mountains cold, Since all have gone astray;

To life and peace within the fold, How may I find the way?

I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; 


No man cometh unto the Father but by Me.
James McGranahan
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R669
1. The other day I was watching a video clip on “How To Adjust Your Vehicle Mirrors To Eliminate Blind Spots - An Advice from the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE).” 
Apparently many (if not most) car drivers do not know about this way and the method of how to adjust their car side-mirrors to see when vehicles from behind are overtaking them or when the drivers themselves are changing lanes. They are not able to see the oncoming cars on either side of their vehicle because these cars are in the blind spots of the drivers’ vision. And that is where and how many accidents happen, and in some tragic cases, deaths befalling the drivers or innocent passengers in their cars or in other cars.
Indeed there are many ways to adjust the side mirrors of a vehicle. Unfortunately many and most drivers do not know the way how to do so or do not do so to ensure that they can see the vehicles coming in the blind spots of their vision thus causing fatal deaths. Innocent lives may be lost because the drivers do not pay heed to the one WAY (as advised by the SAE) to adjust their side-mirrors to enable them to see cars coming along from behind in their blind spots. As far as they are concerned, they are blind and cannot see the drivers of these cars who are in their peripheral vision. In this case, the SAE caution and advice is best heeded but few do so and most only do according to what they think is right.

Often we hear the saying: “All Roads Lead to Rome”. In other words, there are many ways to a certain destination only that some may take a longer route or a longer time than others. Then there are those who may even have taken the wrong way and may have to retrace their steps.  But then, there also may not be the guaranteed chance for these wrong decisions taken to be corrected.  They may be fatal and may cause the ones involved to die or others to die with them while on their way.  It is then too late to go back – the chance is gone! Time is not in their hands!
The Lord’s warning of the two ways, with many choosing the broad way that can only lead to death, destruction and damnation, and the narrow way which few would like to go on because not only is it narrow (i.e. difficult to go through) but also there are obstacles on the way to stumble the person and make it unpopular to those who want to go by that way needs to be heeded. The ultimate destination of the narrow way is everlasting life and a home in heaven.  The right choice has to be made when one is still alive.
Hopefully and prayerfully one will not continue to be blind to see the danger coming by and choose to see that indeed Christ is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Choose you this day which way you will follow if you have not decisively done so.

Do all ways lead to Rome? 

Some may encounter death on the way when they discover too late they are in the wrong way. It is then too late to retract. 
REFLECT
2. Can a person be accused of being too narrow-minded to follow the Lord Jesus in proclaiming Him as The Way, The Truth and The Life? 
On the other hand, is it true that there are many ways that lead to Rome? See above.

If there are many “truths” what then is “Truth”? How can one know the Truth? Can Truth be compromised to mean some other thing? Will it not then come under “Fake Truth” as is so prevalent today? The irony is many prefer to believe in such fake truth that they keep on sharing it with others as advised to. We see this in the frequent “Share with others” scam so common in news media today. 

Do you therefore believe in one Truth and seek to find it to believe only in it?



REFLECT
Points To Ponder: In the World there are Many Fake Truths, but in Christ the Truth is Multi-Faceted – the Many-fold Wisdom of God.  (Cf. Eph. 3:10)
