R637 (R65) Rumination for 23 April, 2017
The Theme: 
I will spare them


The Text:  
I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.
Mal. 3:17
The Thots: 

A. As A Man will spare his own son

Mal. 3:17
1. God will spare His people, Israel – I will spare them
2. Even though they had been rebels, but the Remnant will Repent and Return to the Lord. 3:18
3. On that day when He makes up His jewels, because…
a. He will remember His Covenant with Abraham.
Lev. 26:42

Then will I remember My covenant with Jacob, and also My covenant with Isaac, 

and also My covenant with Abraham will I remember; and I will remember the land.
b. He will remember those whose Conversation is Centred on Him.

i. they that feared the LORD spake often one to another:
Mal. 3:16a
ii. (they)… that thought upon His name. 
Mal. 3:16c
c. He will remember those who Celebrate, honour and revere His Person.


A book of remembrance was written… of those who revered the LORD.
Mal. 3:16b, NRSV
B. Abraham Spared not his son.

Gen. 22:10

Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.
1. God asked Abraham to Sacrifice his son as an Offering to Him.
Gen. 22:2


Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest…and offer him there for a burnt offering
a. He was Abraham’s Only son – the son through whom God’s covenant promise would be fulfilled.

b. He was the Overly long-awaited son whom Abraham loved – he had waited 100 years!
Cf. Gen. 17:17

c. But now, Abraham was to Offer him as a sacrifice of a burnt offering to God.
Gen. 22:2

2. The Angel of the Lord Stopped Abraham when he Obeyed.
Gen. 22:12

Lay not thine hand upon the lad... for now I know that thou fearest God, 

seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me.
C. God Spared Abraham’s son.

Gen. 22:13
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: 
and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. 
1. God Provided Abraham with a ram as Substitute.
2. Abraham had Proved his love for God.

3. Abraham had Passed the test of Obedience.

D. But God Spared not His own Son.

Rom. 8:32


He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all…
1. God spared not the angels that sinned but Delivered them unto judgment.
II Pet. 2:4
2. God spared not the old sinful world, but Drowned it in the flood.

II Pet. 2:5

3. God spared not Israel, when they Disobeyed but “cast” them out.

Rom. 11:20, 21

4. And God spared not His Son, when we sinned against Him, but Delivered Him up…
Rom. 8:32
a. In order to Commend His love to us, by Sending Him to die for us on the cross.

Rom. 5:8
b. He was “Compelled” to Sacrifice His only Son, the Son Whom He loved; there was no other way.
c. No Substitute Could be found for His Son. He was the Substitute for us Himself. 
I Pet. 2:24
God spared not His own Son, His only Son, the Son Whom He Loved to save us.
The least we can do is NOT to spare ourselves but give our all to remember Him this day.

And a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the LORD,

and that thought upon His Name.
Mal. 3:16
God sent His Son – they called Him Jesus, He came to love, heal and forgive;

He lived and died to buy my pardon, An empty grave is there to prove my Saviour lives.

Because He lives I can face tomorrow, Because He lives all fear is gone;

Because I know He holds the future And life is worth the living – just because He lives.
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1. God spared not His own Son, His only Son, the Son Whom He Loved, to save us from sin.

The least we can do is not to spare ourselves but give our all to remember Him this day.
His act of not sparing His Son for us demonstrates to us in clear definite terms His love for us, His mercy not to give us what we deserve (the punishment of our sins) and His grace to give us what we do not deserve (a heavenly position in Him to be heirs and co-heirs with Christ (Rom. 8:17).
Consider therefore… 

1) God’s LOVE for us through His Son:


Rom. 5:8 – 
God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,

Christ died for us.

Rom. 8:32 – He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 

how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
2) God’s MERCY that accompanies His Love:

Eph. 2:4 –
God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us.

Rom. 12:1-2 – I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
3) And God’s GRACE that Gives us what we do not deserve:

Eph. 1:7 – 
In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,

according to the riches of His grace; 


II Cor. 9:8 – And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, 

always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 

God did not spare His Son but gave Him up for us.

Can we not not spare ourselves on this Lord’s day when we remember that He had risen as He said, and give our God and what He expects of us (see the highlighted texts above) that we may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God?
REFLECT.

2. After writing the Gospel of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, Until the day in which He was taken up, after that He through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom He had chosen: To whom also He shewed Himself alive after His passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith He, ye have heard of Me (Acts 1:1-4), Luke began recording the events that took place as the Risen Christ commenced His ministry by the Holy Spirit to work through His Church that He had formed in Acts 2. The commission He gave to His disciples then and therefore to all of us now is:Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. (Acts 1:8). 
Today we have arrived at the stage unto the uttermost part of the earth. We therefore need to heed His commission: Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.   He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. Are you obeying? (Mk. 16:15, 16)
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 
God spared not His Son to die for us, can we not, not spare our Selves to live for Him?
