R1016 Rumination for July 14 2024
The Theme:  LET US GROW UP	berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	 Grow up into Him in all things, ﻿which is ﻿the Head, even Christ: 		Eph. 4:14-16	
The Thots:  
A. THE PERILS TO TRUE SPIRITUAL GROWTH.		Eph. 4:14
[bookmark: _Hlk170984078][bookmark: _Hlk170983612]That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
[bookmark: _Hlk170984026]by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
1. The Condition of those still Children spiritually – henceforth be no more Children.
a. Paul had to feed them with Milk - I have fed you with ﻿Milk, and not with Meat: ﻿
for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 			I Cor. 3:2
b. They were spiritually not Mature – For when ﻿for the time ye ought to be teachers, 
ye have need that one teach you again which be ﻿the first ﻿principles of ﻿the oracles of God; 
and ﻿are become such as have need of ﻿Milk, and not of strong Meat. 
c. Their Mark: Every one that useth Milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.					Heb. 5:12, 13
d. Their Make-up – they are like new-born babes still needing Milk.				I Pet. 2:2
As newborn babes, desire the ﻿sincere ﻿milk ﻿of the word, that ﻿ye may grow thereby.

2. Their Characterisation:		Eph. 4:14
a. They were Children – be no more children	See #1 above.
b. They were not Consistent – tossed to and fro
c. They were Carried about with every wind of doctrine – Lit. Chasing after its own tail.	
Cp. Be not ﻿Carried about with divers and strange ﻿doctrines.		Heb. 13:9
3. Yea, they were being deceived (by the false teachers’) Cunning Craftiness		Eph. 4:14

B. THE PRECAUTIONS TO ENSURE SPIRITUAL GROWTH – Be ye not Children of Disobedience. Eph. 5:3-11
1. You are Saints, Stay away from these Sins: 				Eph. 5:3, 4a
Fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, 
as becometh saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: 
2. You [are now] Light in the Lord: walk as children of Light:				5:8
For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye Light in the Lord: walk as children of Light:
3. You now bear the Fruit of the Spirit…in all goodness and righteousness and truth;
Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 
And have no Fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them			5:9
a. Positively: Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 
i. And ﻿walk in Love, ﻿as Christ also hath Loved us, and ﻿hath given Himself for us ﻿an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for ﻿a Sweetsmelling Savour. 				5:1, 2
ii. Give Thanks: but rather giving of thanks. 					5:4b-5
For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, 
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 
b. Negatively: 
i. Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God 
upon the children of disobedience. 				5:6
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk170985995]Be not ye therefore partakers with them. 
For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: 	5:7, 8
[bookmark: _Hlk170986403](For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth)
Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 				5:9, 10
iii. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.	511

C. THE PROGRESS OF TRUE SPIRITUAL GROWTH.			Eph. 4:15
1. The Object in Life – grow up into Him in all things
2. The Objective in Living – speaking the truth in Love
3. The Ordered Line of Leadership – Obey the Head, even Christ
Cf. I would have you know, that ﻿the head of every man is Christ…﻿the head of Christ is God. I Cor. 11:3
	…even as ﻿﻿Christ is the head of the church: and He is the Saviour of ﻿the body.			Eph. 5:23
And when ﻿all things shall be subdued unto Him, then ﻿shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him
that put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.			I Cor. 11:28

D. THE PROMOTION OF TRUE SPIRITUAL GROWTH.			Eph. 4:16
1. The Compactness – from whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted			4:16a
2. The Constituents – by that which every joint supplieth,				4:16b
3. The Cooperation – according to the effectual working in the measure of every part…			4:16c
4. The Consummation – maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in Love.			4:16d
As the Church, Let us today Grow more and more to be like Christ as we Remember Him Who Loved us 
and gave His life for us on the Cross, and Revere Him as our Head in Life and Love.
Points To Ponder: Christ is the Head of All, or Not at All.
