
R1039A- Rumination for December 25, 2024
The Theme:  THE CREATURES AT CHRIST’S BIRTH 	(Cont’d from R.1039)	berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: There were…shepherds abiding in the field, keeping ﻿watch over their flock by night. 	Lk. 2:8
The Thots: Special Christmas Rumination on "The Creatures at Christ's Birth" – 
		  Continued from R1039 for Dec. 22, 2024 –
A. 	THE SHEEP SAW THE SIGHT 		Lk.  2:8-14
1. 	And they (the Shepherds taking care of the Sheep) were Afraid.		  	2:9
a. The Significance of the Sheep. [A Sheep when lost is completely helpless.]
b. There was a Sudden Exposure - the glory of the Lord Shone round about them		Lk. 2:9
2. 	But they were Assured... 			2:10, 11
	  because of the Angelic Announcement: 	good tidings of great joy		2:10,12 
a. 	It is Universal in Character - 	which shall be to all people		Rom. 1:16
b. 	It is Unique and Cosmopolitan - 	this day in the city of David
c. 	It is "Unto you" - a Commitment by God to all those who would accept.		Lk. 2:11
[bookmark: _Hlk185493746]	For ﻿unto you is born this day ﻿in the city of David ﻿a Saviour, which is ﻿Christ ﻿the Lord.

This Christmas’ Day Rumination:
B. 	THE CATTLE SHARED THEIR SHED because...			Luke 2:7, 16
1. 	There was no more Room in the inn. The Shed became…	…		Lk. 2:7
	And she brought forth ﻿her firstborn son, and ﻿wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, 
	and laid Him in a ﻿manger; because there was no room for them in the ﻿inn.
a. 	The Saviour's Birthplace or the Sign of the Saviour.			Lk. 2:12
	This shall be ﻿a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe ﻿wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a ﻿manger. 
i.	The Miracle of the Babe in Swaddling Cloths at Birth.
	Cf. The Miracle of the Man in Swaddling Cloths at Death.			Jn. 19:40; 20:7
ii.	The Miracle of the Babe in a Manger: The Cattle Shared their Shed and the place where they fed.
b. 	A Sacred Place	
	Today the Lord Jesus is still seeking for a place to be born – 		See Song Below
	Man's heart can now Become the Birthplace of Christ, and the Holy Habitation of the Divine God.

2. 	There was no Recognition of the Messiah because Mortal Man was ...
a. 	Too Pre-occupied with his own Pleasures.
b. 	Too Satisfied with his own Person and his own Possessions. 		 Songs & Solos 443
Is there no room for Thee Even in Bethlehem’s inn?
Dost Thou who comest to Thine own From them no welcome win?  	Harriet M. Kimball	
C. 	THE PIGEONS SPOKE OF SACRIFICE		Luke 2:22-24
	Background. Three Ceremonies were Closely Connected with the birth of a Child. 		Lev. 12:1-8:
	Mother would be unclean for seven days.			12:2
* *	Circumcision and naming the child on the 8th day.		12:3 cf. Lk. 1:59; 2:21
	Mother unclean for 33 days after the 8th day – 41st day.			Lev. 12:4
* 	Presentation and redemption of the child on the 41st day.			Lev. 12:4
	If daughter, 14 days + 66 days – thus, on the 81st day			Lev. 12:5

1. 	The Sacrifice of Pigeons by the Sinning Mother.
		Mary had to bring a pigeon for a sin offering and another pigeon for a burnt offering:	
a.	The Significance of the Pigeons			Lev. 12:8
i. 	The Poverty indicated by Offering Pigeons cf. Christ becoming poor.		II Cor. 8:9
ii.	The Propitiation of the Pigeons cf. Christ made sin for us.			II Cor. 5:21
iii. 	The Picture of the Pigeons – the Clean dying for the unclean.		I Jn. 3:5

b.	The Sacrifice of the two Pigeons.			Lev. 12:8
i.	One for our Salvation – the Sin Offering, Christ, the Saviour.	
ii.	The Other for our Sanctification – the Burnt Offering, Christ, the Lord.	

2. 	The Substitution of the Pigeons.
a. Christ, as our Burnt Offering.				Heb. 10:6, 7
b. Christ, as our Sin Offering				II Cor. 5:21

3. 	The Sacrifice of our Selves.
a. 	We also need to bring the Sin Offering (Christ) for our Salvation.		II Cor. 5:21
b. 	and also our Burnt Offering for our Sanctification.			Rom. 12.1, 2
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

Points To Ponder: 	Which Creatures are Companying you this Christmas Celebration – 
[bookmark: _Hlk185236145]			Reindeer and Robins, Bears and Bunnies, Penguins? Note: None is Biblical!!!

Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne
Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown When Thou camest to earth for me 
But in Bethlehem's home was there found no room For Thy holy nativity
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus There is room in my heart for Thee
...
Heaven's arches rang when the angels sang Proclaiming Thy royal decree
But of lowly birth didst Thou come to earth And in great humility
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus There is room in my heart for Thee
There is room There is room There is room in my heart for Thee
...
But in Bethlehem's home was there found no room For Thy holy nativity
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus There is room in my heart for Thee
There is room There is room There is room in my heart for Thee
There is room in my heart for Thee

Source: Musixmatch Songwriters: Dp / Suwito Aubrey Naga



Wishing All Fellow- and Faithful-Followers of our Lord Jesus
A BLESSED CHRISTMAS
And A Bountiful and Fruitful New Year.
From Me, my Wife and Family.
