R1040A Rumination for January 05, 2025 	(Continued from Dec. 29, 2024)
The Theme:  JESUS OUR GOOD SHEPHERD 	(CONT’D)	berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	﻿ I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine.  	Jn. 10:14
The Thots:  Recapitulation: For this New Year, Let Us Seek to Know…			See R1040
A. THE PERFECT PERSON OF THE SHEPHERD - I am the Good Shepherd
1. The Professional Shepherd – He is Pictured after the Oriental Shepherd:		10:14-15
a. He Possesses us – He knows our Birth, our Being and our Battles in life. “Thou art with me”, Psa. 23:4
b. He Provides for us – The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want (be in want)	Psa. 23:1, 2, 3, 5
c. He Protects us – Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:	Psa. 23:5a	
2. The Personal Shepherd – He Proclaimed Himself as the Only Good Shepherd.  I am THE Good Shepherd
a. He is the Good Shepherd to Know His Sheep as Sinners, Saints and even as Sliders.	Jn.10:14
b. He is the Great Shepherd to Kindle in us to be His Sanctified Servants.		Heb. 13:20
c. He is the Chief Shepherd to Reward His faithful under-Shepherds when He Returns.		I Pet. 5:2-4
B. THE PERFECT PERCEPTION OF THE SHEPHERD -			Jn. 10:14
1. The Shepherd Knows us – and I know Mine own and Mine own know Me 	
a. The Comparison: - Thus, the Father and the Son are One – ﻿I and My Father are one.	Jn. 10:30 cf. 29
b. The Comfort – He knows us even as the Father knows Him…
2. We Know the Shepherd:	 (I) am known of Mine…	Jn. 10:14
a. The Illustration.	Even so know I the Father.	Jn. 10:15
i. Jesus Delights in Doing His Father’s Will.	Psa. 40:7, 8a
ii. Jesus Loves His Father’s Law.	Psa.  40:8b
b. The Instructions:
i. Dwell in the land and trust in the Lord.	Psa. 37:3
ii. Delight yourself in the Lord.	Psa. 37:4
iii. Determine to commit your Way unto Him.	Psa. 37:5
iv. Delight yourself in God’s Word 	Psa. 40:8b
v. Do His Will in your life.	Psa. 40:8a
- In the above Ways, we shall know our Shepherd!

C. THE PERFECT PROPITIATION OF THE SHEPHERD	- and I lay down My life for the sheep. Jn. 10:15
· The Shepherd’s Song 		Jn. 10:11-18
· The Song’s Refrain, iterated 4 times, in various forms, as follows: -	I lay down My life for the sheep
1. The Good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.		Jn. 10:11 (12-13)
a. The Proclamation of the Shepherd 	I am the Good Shepherd	Jn. 10:11-13
	He is not a hireling that deserts the sheep to leave them to the wolf…		10:12-13
i. Because the sheep do not belong to him; he lets the wolf Catch them.		10:12
ii. Because he Cares not for them.			10:12-13
b. The Preparation of the Shepherd to lay down His life for the sheep.		10:14, 15
i. Because He is the Good Shepherd…
ii. He is prepared to Give His life for the Sheep, as they belong to Him.
2. I lay down My life for the sheep.			Jn. 10:15 (14)	
a. The Proclamation of the Shepherd again.	I am the Good Shepherd.	Jn. 10:14, 16
b. The Perception of the Shepherd.			See #B above.	
3. I lay down my life, that I might take it again.			Jn. 10:17 (16)
a. The Purpose:				10:16
i. To bring together other sheep not of this Fold – the Gentiles
ii. So that the two shall be one Flock – Jews and Gentiles
iii. Forming one unity under one Shepherd and listening to only one voice.
b. The Possibility: because He lay down His life, and He took it up again.		10:17a
c. The Proof: God loves the Good Shepherd.			10:17b
4. I lay it down of Myself. 			Jn. 10:18
a. It is the Father’s Commandment, i.e. His authoritative prescription. [Gk. entole]
b. It is Jesus’ own Commitment
i. It is Volitional – no man taketh it from Me 
ii. It is Voluntary – I have power to lay it down and power to take it again.
iii. It is Vicarious – the good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep
· For the “Sheep”, i.e. those who would accept Him.
· For us in Substitution – “for” i.e.  “instead of” the sheep.
· In Surrender of His Life – what more will He not give? 
Points To Ponder: 
The Father’s Commandment:	Rom. 8:29-32
He that spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
The Son’s Commitment:	Jn. 10:14, 15
The Good Shepherd Giveth His Life for the Sheep,
What More will He not Give us for our Good this 2025?
A Blessed and Fruitful New Year to all
